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HIST 4390: History of Conservatism in the U.s.
Professor Derek S. Hoff
University of Utah, fall 2015
Tuesdays, 6–8:40 pm, Carolyn Tanner Irish Humanities Building 101
[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Syllabus


CONTACT INFORMATION

Professor Derek S. Hoff
Office: 343 Carolyn Tanner Irish Humanities Building (main history office is 310) 
Email: derekhoff@gmail.com*
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 11:45 to 12:45, and by appointment                                                      

* Please note: In the vast majority of cases, I will return your e-mail within 24 hours, and often more quickly, but I cannot guarantee an immediate response. Please allow for a reasonable response time.


Course Description

HIST 4390, The History of Conservatism in the United States, will be run mostly as a seminar, not a lecture class. Discussion will dominate, though I will provide some highlights on key topics as we go along to help you with the readings. It goes without saying that I expect everyone to do most of the reading most of the time, to read well, and to participate actively and thoughtfully. 

We will explore the evolution of American conservative thought and mobilization from the eighteenth century to the present day. Some guiding questions include: what is conservatism in the American context and how has it changed over time? What are the historical “problems” surrounding American conservatism? How does American conservatism differ from its European counterparts? What do traditionalists, neoconservatives, and libertarians have in common? Where do they disagree? As we explore these broad questions, we will study conservative involvement in important historical movements such as the creation of the American nation, abolitionism, feminism, and anticommunism. We will also explore the conservative response to liberal moments such as the Progressive Era, the New Deal, and the Great Society. Finally, we will explore contemporary conservative perspectives on assorted issues, including “race” relations, religion, economic liberty, foreign policy, abortion, the welfare state, and gay rights


Course Goals

After taking the class, students should possess: 

* a solid knowledge base of the ideas and broader political narratives surrounding American conservatism 
* an enhanced ability to analyze historical cause and effect, and a new appreciation for the “why” of history as well as the “who” and “what”
* improved critical thinking, reading, and writing skills
* better tools with which to participate thoughtfully in diverse public policy debates  


ETIQUETTE and other rules

I hope very much that all of us will disagree vehemently from time to time. The study of history is, of course, an unending argument. I work hard to create a classroom environment in which diverse points of view are respected and given a serious vetting, assuming they are grounded in courtesy. Please help foster this environment. If you feel that the class falls short in this regard (or that your views are being stifled or unfairly treated), please see me in private. 

Please make every effort to come on-time. 

Especially because this will likely be a small class, I expect you to come to class nearly every day. Multiple absences will hurt your grade substantially. 

In class, you may use electronic devices (other than phones) only to read required course materials and to take notes. Please do not browse the web, Instragram, etc. Of course all of us from time to check email quickly when we should not, but g-chatting someone or Facebooking is an entirely different matter. A few minutes before class begins, please turn off and put away — do not merely put on vibrate — all phones, iPads, iPods, headphones, etc. Please be courteous and do this before the very last second. Phones of any kind are absolutely prohibited, and not allowed even for reading an e-book (please buy the books in paper), checking your calendar when we discuss dates, looking up relevant questions, etc. Do NOT use your phone. Texting is absolutely, completely, and unambiguously forbidden as well, obviously. If you use your phone, or misuse your devices, you will be asked to leave the classroom immediately and will not be allowed to return until you have come to my office hours. 

Please do not leave a class early except under the direst circumstances (unless you have prior permission). 

This will be a discussion-based class, but I will offer mini-lectures on some days. I do not share the slides from these lectures online. 

The audio or video recording of class is strictly prohibited. 

I am fully aware that e-mail use is waning, especially among your generation. That said, e-mail will be our primary method of communication. Please make sure that your U of U e-mail account is active, and check it often. I do not respond to texts from students. 

Please use professional e-mail etiquette, including salutations, e.g., “Dear Professor Hoff” (or simply “Professor Hoff,” if you find the former too formal), and sign-offs, e.g., “Sincerely,” or “Best Wishes,” [your name], etc. My first name is not “Hey”! In addition, please use decent grammar and capitalization, even when emailing from your phone. In sum, treat e-mail like the official work correspondence it is. An e-mail is not a text. And if a professor helps you out over e-mail, a brief ten-word reply of thanks or confirmation goes a long way. 

I strongly encourage you to come to my office hours. 


REQUIRED MATERIALS (available at the Bookstore). Please buy paper editions to bring to class.

* Donald T. Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman’s Crusade

* Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Revolution, 1963–1994 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996)

Smaller readings will be posted on Canvas (or I may try a Dropbox system). I love it when students print readings so they can refer to them in class electronic device–free, but I understand that doing so entails costs. 


Grading, TESTS, and Make-UPs

Participation, engagement, curiosity, and quality of reading will be essential to your grade. In lieu of formal exams, you will take regular, frequent, but unannounced in-class quizzes, and I will closely assess your engagement of the material as demonstrated in our discussions. The point system on the quizzes will not be precise; I use the quizzes to help me arrive at your overall engagement grade — so don’t panic about a “failing” grade on any quiz! 

You will also write two smallish papers (more precisely, article reviews of an article of your choice, subject to my approval); in groups, offer a final presentation to the class on conservative thinking/action on a controversial issue or event; and write a take-home final essay. 

The breakdown for your final grade will be: 
* Engagement (which encompasses enthusiasm, curiosity, and quizzes): 40% 
* Reviews of scholarly articles: 15% each for 30% 
* final presentation: 15% 
* take-home final essay: 15% 

Missed quizzes cannot be made up, unless you had cleared your absence with me well in advance. If you miss class the day of a quiz, you will not be allowed to retake the quiz or do make-up work to replace it — except in the rarest of cases, based on dire or unique circumstances. 

All assignments turned in up to one day late are marked down one full letter grade; two days = two letter grades, etc. 

Incompletes are given only in rare circumstances. Students who do not complete their course work by the end of the semester will not automatically receive an incomplete. To receive an incomplete, the student must request one in writing well before the final exam. The written request must contain a convincing and valid excuse.

If you have a valid excuse to miss a class, please let me know well in advance. 

I use a traditional grading scale (though I am always mindful of improvement throughout the semester): 
< 60: failing
60–62: D-
63–66: D
67–69: D+
70–72: C-
73–76: C
77–79: C+
80–82: B-
83–86: B
87–89: B+
90–92: A-
93–96: A
97–100: A+


ACADEMIC HONESTY

The University’s definition of student academic misconduct, including cheating and plagiarism, is located at http://www.regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.html. You are committing academic misconduct on an exam if you (1) copy another student’s work, (2) turn in a bluebook you wrote at home, (3) use any form of “cheat sheet” during the closed-book and closed-notes exam, or (4) write passages of memorized text in your bluebooks. You are plagiarizing (a form of cheating) if you copy or memorize any language from any source, to include any website, and use that language in your bluebooks. Your exams must be your individual efforts. On papers and other written work, plagiarism includes not only the most obvious—copying entire phrases or sentences—but also borrowing the flow of written material or important ideas—even if you paraphrase—without citation. For example, if you paraphrase sentences from Wikipedia without attributing them, you have plagiarized. If you don’t understand the above warning, or understand what plagiarism means, come see me or do some reading. If you remain in this course you are acknowledging your understanding of the above section and warning; I will reject any defense of cheating or plagiarism based on alleged ignorance of the rules. 

If I have clear evidence that you cheated during or plagiarized, I will fail you on that particular assignment, and I reserve the right to fail you in the entire class. The History Department passes on information on student academic misconduct to the University of Utah’s academic misconduct tracking system. 


SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 801 581-5020. CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can be made available in alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability Services.


CONTENT ACCOMODATIONS

No content accommodations will be made for this course. It is the student’s obligation to determine, before the last day to drop courses without penalty, if the requirements of this course conflict with the student’s sincerely-held core beliefs. If there is such a conflict, the student should consider dropping the class. Please visit the Administration Policy and Procedures Website (http://www.admin.utah.edu/facdev/index.html) and look under Accommodations Policy for complete details.


Addressing sexual misconduct

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a Civil Rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 801 581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of Students, 270 Union Building, 801 581-7066. For support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801 581-7776. To report to the police, contact the Department of Public Safety, 801 585-2677 (COPS). 


COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Professor Hoff’s lectures and other content for this course are protected as intellectual property. Students are prohibited from selling notes or being paid for taking notes by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of Professor Hoff. The audio or video recording of lectures is strictly prohibited. 


Course Schedule

Week 1, Tuesday, Aug. 25: Introduction and Definitions 

« Russell Kirk, “The Conservative Mind,” in ed. Gregory Schneider, Conservatism in America since 1930: A Reader (New York: New York University Press, 2003), 107–21

« Alan Brinkley, “The Problem of American Conservatism,” American Historical Review 99 (April 1994): 409–29 


Week 2, Tuesday, Sept. 1: Definitions, cont., British Origins, and Reading Workshop

« Gary Gerstle, “The Protean Character of American Liberalism,” American Historical Review 99 (1994): 1043–73

« Julian E. Zelizer, “Rethinking the History of American Conservatism,” Reviews in American History 38 (June 2010): 367–92

« John Trenchard and Thomas Gordon, “An Enquiry into the Nature and Extent of Liberty”

« Adam Smith, “Society and Self-Interest,” in ed. David Boaz, The Libertarian Reader: Classical and Contemporary Readings from Lao-tzu to Milton Friedman, 256–57

« Adam Smith, “Labor and Commerce,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 258–59

« Adam Smith, “Free Trade,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 260–64


Week 3, Tuesday, Sept. 8: How Conservative were the Founders?

« James T. Kloppenberg, “The Virtues of Liberalism: Christianity, Republicanism, and Ethics in Early American Political Discourse,” Journal of American History 74 (June 1987): 9–33

« Thomas Paine, “Of the Origin and Design of Government,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 7–12

« Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” 

« James Madison, “Federalist No. 10,” excerpts 

« Murray Dry, “The Constitutional Thought of the Anti-Federalists” 

« John Adams, “Ideology and Ideocracy,” in ed. Russell Kirk, The Portable Conservative Reader (New York: Penguin 1982), 64–66 

« John Adams, “On Natural Aristocracy,” in ed. Kirk, Portable Conservative Reader, 67–70

« Alexander Hamilton, “The Spectacle of Revolutionary France,” in ed. Kirk, Portable Conservative Reader, 78–84


Week 4, Tuesday, Sept. 15: The Nineteenth Century

« Alexis De Tocqueville, “What Sort of Despotism Democratic Nations have to Fear,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 20–25

« Alexis De Tocqueville, “Associations in Civil Life,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 71–74

« James Fenimore Cooper, “On Equality,” in ed. Kirk, Portable Conservative Reader, 183–202

« Frederick Douglass, “You are a Man, and So Am I,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 81–87

« Angelina Grimke, “Rights and Responsibilities of Women,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 92–93 

« Sarah Grimke, “Woman as a Moral Being,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 94–95

« Floyd J. Miller, review of Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War, by Eric Foner, New England Quarterly 44 (Sept. 1971): 505–508

« William Graham Sumner, “The Absurd Effort to Make the World Over”

« William Jennings Bryan, “The Cross of Gold”

« E. L. Godkin, “Who Will Pay the Bills of Socialism?” in ed. Kirk, Portable Conservative Reader, 325–40

Thursday, September 17: Ideas for First Review Due (please e-mail me a PDF of the actual article — not a link) 


Week 5, Tuesday, Sept. 22: Progressivism and the Old Right

« Leonard J. Moore, “Historical Interpretations of the 1920s Klan: The Traditional View and Recent Revisions,” in ed. Shawn Lay, The Invisible Empire in the West: Toward a New Historical Appraisal of the Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992), 17–38

« Gabriel Kolko, Triumph of Conservatism: A Reinterpretation of American History, 1900–1916 (New York: Free Press, 1963), Intro, 1–10


Week 6, Tuesday, Sept 29: The Great Depression and New Deal

« Barton Bernstein, “The New Deal: The Conservative Achievements of Liberal Reform,” in ed. Bernstein, Towards a New Past: Dissenting Essays in American History (New York: Pantheon Books, 1968), 263–88 

« Wayne Parsons, “Keynes and his Critics,” in ed. Terence Ball and Richard Bellamy, The Cambridge History of Twentieth-Century Political Thought (Cambridge: Cambridge University press, 2006), 45–69

« Robert Higgs, “Regime Uncertainty: Why the Great Depression Lasted So Long,” Independent Review (1997): 565–87

« Matthew Sutton, “Was FDR the Antichrist? The Birth of Fundamentalist Antiliberalism in a Global Age,” Journal of American History 98 (March 2012): 1052–74

Saturday, Oct. 3: Review #1 due by 5pm, emailed as a Word document


Week 7, Tuesday, Oct. 6: The Critical 1940s

« Donald T. Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005), introduction and chapters 1–2

« Elizabeth Tandy Shermer, “Counter-Organizing the Sunbelt: Right-to-Work Campaigns and Anti-Union Conservatism, 1943–1958,” Pacific Historical Review 78 (February 2009): 81–118 

« F. A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom, fiftieth anniversary ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994), chapter 2, 28–36

« Isabel Paterson, “The Humanitarian with the Guillotine,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 31–35


FALL BREAK


Week 8, Tuesday, Oct. 20: The Birth of the Modern Right

« Clinton Rossiter, Conservatism in America: The Thankless Persuasion, 2nd rev. ed. (New York: Random House, 1962), chapter. 2, 20–66

« Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly, chapters 3–6

« Milton Friedman, “The Relation between Economic Freedom and Political Freedom,” in ed. Boaz, Libertarian Reader, 292–302

« “The Sharon Statement,” in ed. Schneider, Conservatism in America, 229–30

Monday, Oct. 26: Ideas for final projects due. Please email me a meaningful and thoughtful couple of paragraphs about what you would like to investigate. Please also see the longer prompt document. 


Week 9, Tuesday, Oct. 27: Southern and Western Conservatism, and the Civil Rights Movement

« Paul V. Murphy, The Rebuke of History: The Southern Agrarians and American Conservative Thought, introduction

« Dan T. Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich: Race in the Conservative Revolution, 1963–1994 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996), chapters 1 and 2

« Barry Goldwater, “Conscience of a Conservative,” in ed. Schneider, Conservatism in America, 211–225

« Bob Goldberg, “The Western Hero in American Politics: Barry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan, and the Rise of the Modern Conservative Movement,” in ed. Jeff Roche, The Political Culture of the New West (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2008), 13–50


Week 10, Tuesday, Nov. 3: The Nixon Interlude, and the Rise of Neoconservatism

« Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly, chapters 7–8

« Thomas J. Sugrue and John D. Skrentny, “The White Ethnic Strategy,” in ed. Bruce J. Schulman and Julian E. Zelizer, Rightward Bound: Making America Conservative in the 1970s (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2008), 171–92

» Irving Kristol, “Capitalism, Socialism, and Nihilism,” in ed. Kirk, Conservative Reader, 627–43

Friday, Nov. 6: Ideas for Second Review Due (please e-mail me a PDF of the actual article — not a link) 


Week 11, Tuesday, Nov. 10: The Culture Wars

« Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly, chapter 9 

« Matthew D. Lassiter, “Inventing Family Values,” in ed. Schulman and Zelizer, Rightward Bound, 13–28

« Paul Boyer, “The Evangelical Resurgence in the 1970s,” in ed. Schulman and Zelizer, Rightward Bound,” 29–51


Week 12, Tuesday, Nov. 17: Conservative Ascendancy

« Finish Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly

« Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich, chapter 3

» Abrams, America Transformed, chapters 18, “Right-Wing Ascendancy, 279–89, and 19, “The Reagan Revolution,” 290–311


Week 13: NO CLASS: Happy Thanksgiving, but …

Tuesday, Nov. 24: Review #2 due by 5pm, emailed as a Word document


Week 14, Tuesday, Dec. 1: Recent Conservatism and the Big Picture 

« Carter, From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich, chapter 4

« Jefferson Cowie, “The Long Exception: Rethinking the Place of the New Deal in American History,” Cornell University Digital Commons [originally appeared in International Labor and Working-Class History 74 (2008): 1–32]

« Chris Lehman, “Neoliberalism, the Revolution in Reverse,” The Baffler 24 (2014), 104–17


Week 15, Tuesday, Dec. 8: In-class Presentations 

Final Take-home essay: due date during exam week to be determined by group consensus 


