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Education

PhD English, UT Arlington, Women’s and Gender Studies Graduate Certificate
Dissertation: Rethinking Resistance: Race, Gender, and Place in the Fictive and Real Geographies of the American West
MA English, UT Arlington


BA English, UT Arlington, Fine Art Minor, Summa Cum Laude






Teaching experience

· Composition

· Argumentation
· Advanced Exposition

· Composition & Ecocomposition
· Topics in Rhetoric

· Introduction to Textual Capstone
· Freshman Interest Groups 
          (Nursing, Engineering, ESS and SL)
· Survey of American Literature (f2f, web)

· Early American Women Writers; 

· Gendered: Nature, Science and the Environment
· Wilderness Literature

· Monsters, Madness and other Maladies: Narratives of Women 

· Narratives of People and Place

· Southern Literary Traditions

· Survey of World Literature (f2f, web)

· Short and Sweet: The Modern Short Story around the World

· Upper Division Technical Writing

· GRE Preparatory Course, McNair Scholars

Course Development

University of Texas at Arlington
Arlington, TX

2005 – present


Lecturer/Graduate Teaching Assistant

· Currently working with the Director of Disability Studies minor to develop an online introductory course.

· Co-developer of an online Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies course, providing readings and assignments circulating around the themes of ‘body sexual politics,’ which includes sections on gender and beauty, body modification, birth control, the medicalized female body, and damaged bodies, and ‘economy and women’s labor,’ which includes sections on the economy of caring, and women in the educational system and workforce. In co-developing this course, I worked with faculty from History, Sociology and Women’s and Gender Studies.

· Created a cross-disciplinary English Literature/Women’s and Gender Studies/Disabilities Studies course that brought together historical medical texts, literary texts, theory and film, including Christa Wolfe’s Medea, Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge of Time, Walter Dean Myers’ Monster, and Margaret Attwood’s Oryx and Crake, an excerpt from Hélène Cixous’ “The Laugh of Medusa” and Shelley Jackson’s hypertext, Patchwork Girl in additional to other short texts in order to interrogate how the monstrous ‘others’ have been marked by racial and gendered discourses and the lingering cultural ramifications of such a weighted labels on these subjects.

· Developed an Ecology of Writing (EcoComposition) course in collaboration with two colleagues as a special topics course for freshmen. Implemented a cross-disciplinary approach to writing and critical thinking that focused on the environment and included a service learning component developed in cooperation with the UT-Arlington Center for Service Learning and community partners that included the River Legacy Foundation and Arlington Parks and Recreation Department. The course was recognized as part of the Environmental Studies Minor and garnered the support of Student Success Programs, a department charged with providing funds and other support to specific courses and program initiatives that improved retention rates and GPAs among freshmen.

· Expository and Argumentative writing for First Year English Program. Responsible for all aspects of instruction, including developing course syllabus, selecting readings, developing teaching plans, teaching, and responding to and grading student material. Classes reflect the department’s teaching philosophy, which integrates reading, writing, and critical thinking while providing a combined lecture/workshop environment that encourages and supports student participation.
· Technical Writing. An advanced writing class that prepared students for writing in technical, scientific, and professional environments. Students study the concepts and techniques of technical communication and learn to create a variety of documents.

· Taught both online and hybrid courses in American and World literature, and Women’s and Gender Studies.
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS

Composition

Technical writing

Science & Technology
American Literature

Animal and Environmental Studies

Feminist and postcolonial theory 

Regional Literature 

Administrative experience

University of Texas
Arlington, TX

2007 - present


Institutional Coordinator, e-Tutoring Program for Distance Education



2013 - present


· Articulated the rationale for expanding student support services to a new online platform targeting our growing distance education students who could not access traditional campus-based tutoring services;

· Created a plan and submitted a budget request;

· Developed policies, procedures and training documentation for the program

Director, Writing Center, English Department










2010 - present

· Responsible for the oversight of all administrative duties and day-to-day operations of the Writing Center, reporting to the VP of Research, College of Liberal Arts Dean, English Chair;

· Manage WC annual budget of $100,000, including the preparation of payroll and reconciliation of monthly accounts related to maintenance and operations;

· Supervise and train four GTAs and 20-25 student consultants;

· Oversaw the redesign of Writing Center facilities in order to make them more professional, modern and welcoming;

· Reconceived the WC website in consultation with the College of Liberal Arts communications coordinator to ensure that the site met the CMS standards of the University and contained timely and relevant information for UT-Arlington member constituents; 

· Introduced new programming to respond to the needs of clients and faculty;

· Respond to the requests of the Chair of the English Department and the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts to enhance programming and to provide relevant documentation to support ongoing funding for WC programs;

· Communicate with administrators, faculty, and students about programming and respond to both complaints and requests;

· Gather data and draft program reports for the Dean to assist in gaining university-wide funding support for the WC;

· Interview, hire, train and evaluate the graduate student specialist for the Assistant Director position in consultation with the Director of FYE and other faculty members on the English GTA hiring committee;

· Interview, hire, train and evaluate consultants and receptionists and coordinate their schedules;

· Collaborate with library administrators to address the needs of student writers across disciplines;

· Work in partnership with Office of Graduate Studies and graduate program administrators across campus to develop cross-disciplinary programming for graduate students;

· Prepare and conduct grant development, long document preparation, and research workshops for graduate students;

Assistant Director, First-Year Composition, English Department

· Assisted the Director in all administrative activities necessary for the successful coordination of first year writing program;

· Gathered data and drafted program reports for an external WPA review;

· Participated in program-wide curriculum assessment;

· Managed teaching load and schedules for graduate students and adjuncts in both the first year composition, sophomore literature and technical writing courses, and coordinated these schedules with directors of sophomore literature and on-line courses:

· 35-40 GTAs

· 20-25 Adjuncts

· 110 face-to-face FYC sections; 12 sophomore literature courses;

· Developed programming and lead GTA training;

· Mentored GTAs, responding to both teaching and scholarship concerns, including classroom management, student behavior, time management, and graduate benchmark preparation;

· Evaluated GTA performance and provided thoughtful assessment of teaching strengths;

· Chaired curriculum development committee for freshman common reading program

· Coordinated and chaired student essay judging panels;

Undergraduate Advisor, English Department

· Assisted undergraduates in making appropriate course and program selections, class registrations, and major and minor declarations;

· Helped students establish reasonable and achievable academic goals;

· Informed undergraduates of valuable academic resources offered by UT-Arlington;

· Discussed academic expectations with incoming freshmen;  

· Identified options for students to satisfy specific degree requirements;

· Evaluated programs of work and courses taken in order to make appropriate recommendations on petitions and adjustments to student's program of study;

· Worked in concert with other UT-Arlington community members to enhance the growth and improve the opportunities for academic success of undergraduate students in the English program;

· Monitored the academic progress of majors;

Graduate Student Programs Coordinator, Writing Center

Graduate Tutor, Writing Center

· Fostered relationships with the Office of Graduate Studies administrators to help identify necessary programs to improve retention and completion rates among graduate students;

· Cultivated relationships with graduate faculty from a variety of disciplines in order to advance programs targeted to improving discipline-specific writing skills as well as general academic writing skills;

· Advocated for improved resources for graduate students in and out of the Writing Center;

· Collaborated with Writing Center Director to develop and lead Writing workshops targeting most often identified needs of graduate student writers;

· Responsible for working with student writers to assist them in becoming more efficacious and competent academic writers.

· Worked with graduate students to ensure that their writing achieved the professional standards demanded of their fields of interest.

selected Service

· GTA Committee

· FYW Committee

· Success University for first time freshman

· Graduate Student Orientation

· OneBook Selection Committee

· Athletic Promotion Committee

· CAS Liason Academic Affairs Programs Assessment

· Presidents Sustainability Committee

· Leadership Academy group facilitator

· Greenroof Installation voluntee

· ACES Steering Committee

· Discussion Facilitator Honors College Masterpiece Theatre series

· Graduate Retention Advisory Board

· UTSAC Student Representative

· Hermanns Lecture Series Steering Committee 

· Best Practices Committee

· Sophomore English Assessment Team

Publications

“To ‘See with Eyes Unclouded by Hate’: Princess Mononoke and the Quest for Environmental Balance,” collection chapter, expected publication 2017, co-authored with Dr. Matthew Lerberg, ed. Rayna Denison

“A Matter of Structure and Argument, Not Grammar and Style: Strengths and Challenges in Social Work Student Writing,” co-authored with Dr. Courtney Cronley and Dr. Christopher Kilgore; journal article based on a writing assessment we designed and conducted, under review

“She Speaks in Beauty: Girl in Landscape and the Coming of Age of the American Western,” book chapter, forthcoming, eds. Melanie A. Marotta and Kolin Ford

“Imagining a New Frontier: Identity Politics, Landscape Matters and Animal Ethics in the Fiction of Percival Everett,” journal article, under review

 “Watershed Ethics and Dam Politics: Mapping Biopolitics, Race and Resistance in the North American West.” edited collection, Arid and Awash: Critical Essays on Water in Contemporary Literature and Film, ed. Paula Farca

‘“My Body is a Cage; But My Mind Holds the Key’: Patchwork Women and Frankenstein’s Feminist Afterlives,” journal article under review

“Biopolitics and Consequence: A Feminist Reading of Seduction,” journal article under review

2017
“Science and Food Fictions: Agricultural Technologies, the Evolution of the Modern Industrial Diet, and Calls for a New Revolution,” Green Humanities: A Journal of Ecological Thought in Literature, Art, and Philosophy
2016
“Year in Conferences.” ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance, 62.1, group authored..

2016
Bigfoot Wallace, Toad and Boy, Tree-bound, and Warlike Seven. ABC-CLIO's American Myths, Legends, and Tall Tales: An Encyclopedia of American Folklore, Jeff Webb and Christopher Fee, editors 

2012
Polly Bodine, Emma Cunningham, and Anna K. Green. Social History of Crime & Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia. Wilbur R. Miller, General Editor. Published by SAGE Reference.

2011
Caroline Stansbury Kirkland, A Forset Life; Minnie Hite Moodie, Long Meadows; Elizabeth Madox Roberts, The Great Meadow; Lydia Howard Huntley Sigourney. Encyclopedia of American Environmental Literature, Brian Jones, editor

Selected Presentations

2016
“Disrupting Time: Temporal and Linguistic Resistance in Winona LaDuke’s Last Standing Woman,” ALA, San Francisco, May

2016
‘“My Body is a Cage; But My Mind Holds the Key’: Patchwork Women and Frankenstein’s Feminist Afterlives,” EGSA, April

2016
“‘The Past is Never Dead’: Race and the Unsettled Borders of the North American West,” ALA, San Antonio, February

2016
“No Longer Silent in ‘a white man’s world’: Documenting the Legacy of the Indian Adoption Project in Lost Sparrow and Reclaiming Our Children,” accepted, guaranteed MLA, Austin, January
2015
“Watershed Ethics and Dam Politics: Mapping Biopolitics, Race and Resistance in the North American West” SLSA, Houston, November

2015
“Captive to Kin: Accounts of Adoption in Early American Captivity Narratives,” SSAWW, Philadelphia, November
2015
“A Windswept Field: The Changing Visual Rhetoric of the Western Plains,” Western Literature Association, Reno, October  

2014
“Participating from the Start: A Protocol for Writing Center Hiring Practices,” SCWCA, Oklahoma, February
2013
“Not So Distant: Collaboration and Community in Online Education,” Focus on Faculty, invited speaker

2013
“Resistance is Fertile”: The Counterrevolutionary Impulse in Ruth Ozeki’s Agri-Fantasy All Over Creation,” WLA, Berkley, California, October

2013
“Thirst: A Posthumanist Consideration of Sleep Dealer and Rango,” Beyond Humanism, Rome, Italy, September

2013
“Perilous Reproduction: Reading Agelessness in a time of Seduction,” Society of Early Americanists, Atlanta, Georgia, February

2012
“Frontiers and Fault Lines: Renegotiating the Place of the West(ern) Literary Imagination,” WLA, Lubbock, Texas, November

2012
 “Biopolitics and Consequence: A Feminist Reading of Seduction,” SSAWW, Denver, Colorado, October

2009
“Eating, Viewing, and Living in a (De)Coded Environment: How We Come to Depend on Scientific, Technological, and Cultural Practice to Situate Our Lived Experience,” SLSA, Atlanta, November

2009
“Women of War: Sensational Women in U.S.-Mexican War Literature,” SSAWW, Pittsburgh, October

2009
“Imagining a New Frontier: Identity Politics, Landscape Matters and Animal Ethics in the Fiction of Percival Everett,” ASLE, Vancouver, BC, June

Research

2015
Writing Center Knowledge, Skills, Abilities and Other characteristics (KSAO) Survey—IRB approved. A national survey of Writing Center administrators and student workers to identify a set of reliable knowledges, skills, abilities, and other characteristics of those who assist student writers. Once the data is collected, I will work to develop a hiring and training instrument for writing center employees and publish the findings in a national publication.

2011
June, Center for Historic American Visual Culture summer seminar, Picturing Reform: How Images Transformed America, 1830-1880, Worcester; funded through scholarships from the American Antiquarian Society, UT Arlington College of Liberal Arts, Office of Graduate Studies and Graduate Student Senate.

Editor/Reviewer Experience

2015
Reviewer, Journal of Research on Women and Gender
2014
Content/Copy Editor, Creative Regional Design: Critical Regionalism Theory and Practice for Landscape Architects, Dr. David DuMez Hopman, under review

2010
Content/Copy Editor, People of the Water: Change and Continuity Among the Uru-Chipayan People of Bolivia, Dr. Joseph Bastien, University of Utah Press, 2012

2009
Indexer, The Material of Knowledge: Feminist Disclosures, by Dr. Susan Hekman, Indiana University Press, 2010

Selected PRofessional Development

2014
“The Literate Lives of Our Students: A Writing Across the Curriculum Workshop,” Dr. Shannon Carter, TAMU

2014
“Geospatial Technology Integration and the Important Role Technological Pedagogical Centent Knowledge Plays,” Mary Curtis, visiting assistant professor of curriculum and instruction and Director of the Center for Social Science Education

2014

“Building a Digital Community,” Mark Conley, professor of literacy at the University of Memphis

2014
“Critical Issues in Black Studies: Race in Context,” Center for African American Studies, Molefi kete Asante, Temple University

2013
Enabling Disability: Disability Studies a Multidisciplinary Conference at UT Arlington

Selected Awards and honors

Ida V. Hall and George Kohfeldt Endowed Scholarship in Southwestern Studies 

Dissertation Fellowship, Office of Graduate Studies

AACU K. Patricia Cross Future Leaders Award Finalist

COLA Dean’s Graduate Student Travel Award

Office of Graduate Studies Research Award

TaGSS Travel Award for Graduate Scholarship

O’Neill Award for Excellence in Scholarship 

O’Neill Award for Excellence in Teaching

UTA Outstanding Student Leadership Award

Golden Key International Honors Society

Dallas Press Association, Katie Award finalist, Spot-News

Texas Associated Press Managing Editors, Community Service 

Dallas Chapter of the National Association of Black Journalists, GRIOT Award

Dallas Press Association, Katie Award nominee, General News

National Education Writers Association, Special Citation

Texas Press Association, 1st Place, Best News Writing, Arlington News
PRofessional Memberships

· Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment

· Elizabeth Oakes Smith Society 

· Lydia Maria Child Society, founding member, VP Communications

· Modern Language Association

· National Council of Teachers of English
· North Texas Writing Center Association

· Society for Literature, Science, and the Arts

· Society of Early Americanists

· Society for the Study of American Women Writers

· Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literatures of the United States

· South Central MLA

· South Central Writing Center Association
· Teachers of College English Association

· Western Literature Association

Other Professional experience

A.H. Belo Corporation
Dallas, TX

1992 - 2000
Editor/Reporter with over 2,200 bylines
· Staff Writer: Arlington Morning News/Dallas Morning News. Established contacts and maintained timely coverage on a multitude of assignments in a highly-competitive market. Assignments included police, courts, city hall, religion, schools and general assignments. Generated daily stories with a commitment to accuracy and deadline. Honors included Katy Finalist in Spot News and Breaking News, Associated Press honors for Community Service and Spot News, GRIOT Awards and a Special Citation for Education Reporting from the National Education Writers Association.  

· News Editor, Garland News. Oversaw lifestyles editor, three staff reporters, one photographer and stringers. Duties included coordinating news coverage for city of 200,000 residents. Managed story assignments, coordinated graphics and photos, edited copy, crafted headlines, determined layout and design of the award winning paper.

· Reporter: Mid-Cities News, Arlington News. Provided solid city hall coverage and a variety of community interest pieces, crafting meaningful stories. Honors included Best News Writing awards.



