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Education:                                                       


University of Nebraska College of Law, J.D., with distinction, May 1997

   

* Order of the Barrister Honor Society

   

* National Moot Court Team

   

* Moot Court Competition National Finals, New York, New York

   

* Cali Award for Advanced Trial Advocacy

  

* Outstanding Academic Achievement Award for Wills and Trusts


Auburn University,  B. A. in English and Psychology, June 1994

Current Employment: 

Scalley Reading Bates Hansen & Rasmussen, P.C., Salt Lake City (September 2010 to Present)

             Partner and AV Rated lawyer
General litigation practice focusing on insurance bad faith, coverage, insurance defense and workers compensation defense.  I also do general business litigation and family law. 
Community Involvement:


Utah State Bar Third District Court Bar Commissioner, elected position, 2016-2018


Third District Court Judicial Nominating Commission, State Bar Appointee, 2015-2019


Utah State Library Board, at large member, 2012-present 



Small Claims Judge Salt Lake City, 2008 to the present


Small Claims Judge City of South Salt Lake, 2011-present



Girl Scout Troop 363 Co-Leader, 2015-present


Ethics and Discipline Committee for the Utah Supreme Court, 2008 - 2012

President of the Utah Minority Bar October, 2009 to October 2010

Fall Forum Committee, 2009 and 2010; Co-Chair for 2011

Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office Antidiscrimination Campaign Committee, 2009 to 2011

Member of the Board of Trustee for the Multicultural Legal Center,  2006 – 2008

Member of the Board of Directors to the Arc of Utah,  2007 -2009

Circle Mentor  for Utah State Bar 2011

Mountain States Rising Stars and Super Lawyer  2011 

Women Lawyers of Utah Career Development Committee  2009 – present

2012 Salt Lake City Human Rights Commission Fellowship Winner for Leadership Utah

Salt Lake City Human Rights Commission 2011-2013

Member of Leadership Utah Class for Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce 2012-13

Hilltop Gospel Choir 2014 - present

Hilltop Methodist Church Staff-Pastor Relations Committee 2014 - 2019

Family Promise Host (homeless family outreach program) 2014 – present

Mountain States Super Lawyer 2014 (in personal injury defense)

AV Rating from Martindale Hubble
2014

Utah Legal Elite 2015 and 2016 (for insurance)

Utah State Bar Commissioner 2016-2019

Professional Licenses: 

          
Nebraska State Bar, admitted September 1997


California State Bar, admitted June 2002


Utah State Bar, admitted October 2003 


Idaho State Bar, admitted June 2010 

Past Professional Experience:

Dunn & Dunn, P.C., Salt Lake City, UT (August 2006 to September 2010)


Associate Attorney

Drafted and argued pre-trial motions, motions for summary judgments and others; drafted trial briefs, motions in limine, and discovery; attended, defended and conducted depositions, all in the area of general insurance defense work; also participated in some plaintiff cases involving personal injury; trial participation including witness prep and examination in court, selection of expert witnesses, drafting of appellate briefs, conducted mediation and arbitrations and all other tasks associated with general litigation practice, insurance defense, insurance bad faith, domestic relations and other areas of litigation.

Nevers, Palazzo, Maddux & Packard, Westlake Village, CA (April 2004 to June 2006)
Associate Attorney
Drafted and argued pre-trial motions, motions for summary judgments and others; drafted trial briefs, motions in limine, and discovery; attended, defended and conducted depositions, all in the area of real estate, corporate and business litigation, insurance defense, insurance bad faith, domestic relations and other areas of litigation.

Utah Court of Appeal, Salt Lake City, UT (July 2002 to April 2004)


Law Clerk to the Honorable William A. Thorne Jr. 
    

Prepared memoranda for cases on appeal and attended oral arguments in all areas of the law, including but not limited to, insurance defense, insurance bad faith, domestic relations and other areas of litigation.
Richtel & Smith Law Offices, Fresno, CA (January 2002 to June 2002)


Contract Attorney 
             Drafted litigation documents; prepared trial briefs, bench memoranda, summary judgment motions, and appellate documents; responded to and drafted discovery; prepared witnesses for depositions; attended and assisted in depositions, pre-trial conferences, and settlement conferences; conducted client interviews and performed other tasks for employment litigation.

Kutak Rock LLP, Omaha, NE  (June 2001 to December 2001)


Associate Attorney
  

Drafted and reviewed documents for real estate transactions.

Hoppe & Harner Law Offices, Lincoln, NE  (June 2000 to June 2001)


Associate Attorney
  

Drafted litigation documents, responded to and drafted discovery, conducted and defended depositions, argued motions, and attended pre-trial conferences and settlement conferences for real estate litigation.   Also, represented creditors in bankruptcy, drafted estate planning documents, probated several multi-million dollar estates, advised general corporate clients, and engaged in small business planning, insurance defense and domestic relations including pre-nuptials, guardianships, adoptions, child custody and divorce actions.
Nebraska Supreme Court, Lincoln, NE  (August 1997 to June 2000)





Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable John F. Wright
 

Prepared memoranda for cases on appeal, reviewed and advised court on appellate motions, attended all oral arguments, and evaluated lawyer disciplinary complaints and heard arguments in all areas of the law, including but not limited to, insurance defense, insurance bad faith, domestic relations and other areas of litigation.

Publications and Presentations: 

Fact versus Fiction: Are Medical Records Really Off Limits? A discussion of Sorensen v. Barbuto.  Published in the Utah Bar Journal in 2009

Personal Injury Trials:  Getting the Most Out of Your Evidence:  Presented February 10, 2010, Salt Lake City, UT

Nuts and Bolts of No Fault Law:  Presented December 8, 2009, Salt Lake City, UT

Ethical Considerations for the Private Investigator: presented September 25, 2009, Salt Lake City, UT to the Private Investigator’s Association (PAIU)
Law Workshop: presented to Latina Adelante January 30, 2010 at the Horizonte School, Salt Lake City, UT

Utah State Bar Spring Convention March 2010 Presented on Collection of Medical Records in Litigation and the affect of Sorensen v. Barbuto, St. George, UT. 

Tips on Good File Keeping For Cases that May Go to Litigation, Presentation to Monthly Insurance Adjuster’s Meeting hosted by Farmers on  January 6, 2011

Utah Minority Bar Association Discussion of Bad Faith Issues Related to UIM and UM Claims, Utah State Bar, March 30, 2011.
Business Ethics, Presentation for Utah Disaster Kleanup on Ethics of Claims Handling, January 27, 2011, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Personal Injury 101, Presentation, January 31, 2012, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Evidence and Expert Testimony: Best Practices, Presentation April 25, 2012, Salt Lake City, Utah

Rule 26: Trial and Error Under the New Discovery Rules, Presentation June 15, 2012 at the Utah Paralegal Division Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Workers Compensation Law Basics, Presentation August 23, 2012 to Tri Star 
Insurance Company Adjusters

Speaker at the Hinckley Institute of Politics, April 11, 2013 at forum entitled “Realizing 
the Dream: Equality for All.”

Expert Witnesses: Using Utah Court Rules to Your Advantage, Presentation July 30, 2014 Salt Lake City, Utah


Business Ethics Presentation to Alliance Benefit Group--Rocky Mountain, August 5, 
2014, Salt Lake City Utah.


Advanced Issues in Personal Injury---Getting the Most out of Medical Records and 
Negotiating with Insurance Adjusters.  May 20, 2015, Salt Lake City, UT


Insurance Coverage and Negotiations with the Claims Representatives.  April 21, 2016


Salt Lake City, UT.


Construction Defect Insurance and Claims Issues, February 2016, Salt Lake City. 


Small Firm Tours as Utah State Bar Commissioner, 2017—including Cache County Bar 
Association (Feb. 2017), Southern Utah Bar Association (upcoming March 2017) and 
various other small firms throughout Utah. 

Foreign Languages: 
I can speak fluent Spanish.
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