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A. PERSONAL 

DATA 

 
 
SECTION I 

 
Updated 03/20/2024

 
Name & Credentials Deanna Lee Kepka, PhD, MPH 

Rank and Title  Associate Professor and Member 
College of Nursing and Huntsman Cancer Institute  
University of Utah 

 
Adjunct Faculty Member 
Department of Population Health Sciences  
University of Utah 

Contact Information Huntsman Cancer Institute 
2000 Circle of Hope, Room 4707 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

Phone 801-587-4565 

E-mail deanna.kepka@hci.utah.edu 

 
B. EDUCATION 

 
1. Year Degree Institution (Area of Study/Specialization) 

   1997 BA Northwestern University (Psychology and Philosophy) 

   2000 MA Illinois State University (Political Science – U.S. Peace Corps 
Master’s  International Program) 

   2006 MPH University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
(Health Behavior and Health Education; Global Health Certificate) 

2010 PhD University of Washington (Health Services) 

2012 Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship 

National Cancer Institute, Cancer Prevention Fellowship Training 
Program 

 

2. Licensure/Certification: N/A 
 
 
C. EMPLOYMENT / PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Dates Position and Institution 

1998-2000 Jamaica AIDS Support Project Manager, United States Peace Corps Volunteer, 
Kingston,     Jamaica  

2001-2002 Communications & Development Manager, Center for International 
Rehabilitation,  Chicago, IL 

mailto:deanna.kepka@hci.utah.edu
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2002-2004 Director of Development, Alivio Medical Center, Chicago, IL 

2005 
Research Assistant, Research Triangle Institute (RTI) International/Department of Health 
Behavior and Health Education, University of North Carolina School of Public Health, 
Chapel Hill, NC 

2004-2007 
Graduate Research Assistant, Familias Sanas y Comunidades Saludables, Health 
Behavior and Health Education, University of North Carolina School of Public Health, 
Chapel Hill, NC 

2005 
Teaching Assistant, Social and Behavioral Science Foundations of Health Education, Health 
Behavior & Health Education, University of North Carolina School of Public Health, Chapel 
Hill, NC 

2005-2006 Research Assistant, University of North Carolina Center for AIDS Research (CFAR), 
Chapel Hill, NC 

2007 Teaching Assistant, Department of Biobehavioral Nursing and Health Systems, University   of 
Washington School of Nursing, Seattle, WA 

2007-2009 Graduate Research Assistant, Amauta Peru Practicum Program, University of 
Washington and Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Lima, Peru 

2008 Graduate Research Assistant, Organizational Research Services, Seattle, WA 

2008-2010 Biobehavioral Cancer Prevention and Control Trainee, Department of Health Services, 
University of Washington and Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle, WA 

2010-2012 
Cancer Prevention Fellow, Health Services and Economics Branch, Applied Research 
Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute 
(NCI), Bethesda, MD 

2012-2019 Assistant Professor, College of Nursing, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

2012-present Investigator and Member, Cancer Control and Population Sciences, Huntsman Cancer 
Institute, Salt Lake City, UT 

2018-2024 Director, Global and International Health, College of Nursing, University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City, UT 

2018-present Adjunct Faculty Member, Department of Population Health Sciences, University of Utah, 
Salt Lake City, UT 

2019-present Associate Professor with Tenure, College of Nursing, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

 
D. HONORS, RECOGNITIONS & AWARDS 
 

Year Recognition Received From 

1997 Honors in Philosophy Northwestern University 

2000 Scholarship Recipient XIII International AIDS Conference, South 
Africa 

2000 Distinguished Master’s Thesis Illinois State University 

2005 Lucy S. Morgan Fellowship Semi-Finalist, 
Department of Health Behavior  & Health 
Education 

University of North Carolina School of 
Public Health 
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2005 Spring Travel Award, Department of 
Health Behavior and Health Education 

University of North Carolina School of 
Public Health 

2006-2008 Agency for Healthcare Research & 
Quality Traineeship 

Department of Health Services, University   of 
Washington 

2007 Amauta Peru Practicum Program 
Scholarship Recipient 

University of Washington 

2008-2009 Maternal and Child Health Fellow American Public Health Association 

2008-2010 NCI Biobehavioral Cancer Prevention & 
Control Training Program Traineeship 

Department of Health Services,  
University of Washington 

2009 Emerging Scholar Award Academy Health Disparities Interest Group 

2010 Cancer Prevention Fellow National Cancer Institute 

2011 Citation Award Society of Behavioral Medicine 

2012 Top Abstract American Society of Preventive Oncology 

2012 Merit Award Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program 

2013 Top Abstract American Society of Preventive Oncology 

2013-2014 Pediatric Clinical & Translational 
Research Scholar 

University of Utah 

2013-2015 Pediatric Clinical & Translational 
Research KL2 Scholar 

University of Utah Department of Pediatrics 

2014 Health Disparities Loan Repayment 
Program Award 

National Institutes of Health 

2014-2015 Vice President’s Clinical and 
Translational Research Scholar 

University of Utah 

2015 Early Career Cancer Health Disparities 
Research Scholarship Award 

GMaP Region 4 Cancer Health Disparities 
Program 

2015 Top Abstract American Society of Preventive Oncology 

2016 Health Disparities Loan Repayment 
Renewal Award 

National Institutes of Health 

2016-2017 Bernard A. Kershner Innovations in 
Quality Improvement Award - Primary 
Care Winner (partnered with Dr. 
Suzanne Martin at University of Utah 
Student Health) for our project, 
“Increasing Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Vaccination Rates” 

Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health 
Care Inc. (AAAHC) 

2017 Faculty Excellence in Research and 
Scholarship  Award 

University of Utah College of Nursing 

2017 Geographic Management Program for 
Cancer Health Disparities Region 6, 
Research Scholar Rising Star Award 

GMaP Region 6, Huntsman Cancer Institute 
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2017 Research Nominee, Leadership in 
Inclusive Excellence Award 

The Office of Health Equity and Inclusion, 
University of Utah 

2018 American Cancer Society 
Intermountain West HPV Vaccination 
Champion Award 

American Cancer Society North Region 

2018 Frist Place Poster Extreme Affordability Conference: Impacting 
Health through Collaboration and  Innovation. 
Ensign College of Public Health, Kpong, Ghana 

2018 Second Place, Oncology Award for 
Excellence in Skin and  Muscle Health. 
Skin and Muscle. 

SAMnewslink.com 

2019 YWCA of Utah Outstanding 
Achievement Award 

For work in medicine and health for the  state of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

2020 Utah Women’s Mural Project Recipient Included as 1 of about 250 women from the past 
and present recognized for having an impact in 
Utah. 

2022 Faculty Excellence in Service Award University of Utah  College of Nursing 

2023 Expertise in Papillomavirus Vaccines 
(ranked in top 1% of published authors 
worldwide on Papillomavirus Vaccines 
from 2013 through 2023) 

ExpertScape – expertscape.com 

 
E. RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY WORK 

 

1. Extramural Grants/Contracts 
 
Dates Amount 

(Total Costs) 
Funding 
Status Title & Funding Agency Role 

07/2013-06/2014 $10,000 Funded Prevention Care Management for Latinas in 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Utah Cancer Action Network 
 

PI 

09/2014-08/2015 $148,179 Funded HPV Immunization Programs with a Focus 
on HPV Vaccination in Pediatric Settings 
NIH/NCI P30 Administrative   Supplement 
(PI: Beckerle) 

Project 
Leader 

12/2015-12/2018 $163,233 Funded Community-level Geographic   Factors & 
HPV Vaccination in the U.S. NIH/NCI R03 
Small Grants Program 

PI 

04/2016-03/2018 $131,874 Funded Salud Juntos!: A Promotora- Led Home-
Based Cancer Care Support Solution 
NIH Small Business Innovation Research 
R43/R44 Grant 
(PI: Lopez) 

Co-I 
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11/2016-09/2017 $8,000 Funded District Hub and Spoke Initiative Focused 
on Improving HPV Vaccination Rates – HPV 
Advocate Program. AAP: Utah Chapter  
(PI: Cosgrove) 

Sub-contract 

01/2017-12/2017 $4,000 Funded American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Adolescent   Vaccinations and Wellness 
Grant Program for Chapters- Utah Chapter 
AAP: Utah Chapter  
(PI: Cosgrove) 

Sub-contract 

05/2017-04/2018 $75,709 Funded Intermountain West HPV  Vaccination 
Coalition NIH/NCI P30 CCSG 
Supplement (PI:Beckerle) 

Project 
Leader 

07/2018-07/2023 $1,782,880 Funded Interdisciplinary Training in Cancer, 
Caregiving and End- of-Life Care 
NIH/NINR T32 (T32NR013456 
MPIs: Ellington & Mooney) 

Mentor 

01/2018-12/2020 $151,814 Funded Statewide Assessment of HPV Vaccination 
Among Childhood Cancer Survivors 
NIH/NCI R03 Small Grants Program 
(MPI: Kirchhoff) 

MPI 

01/2018-12/2020 $75,978 Funded Statewide Assessment of HPV Vaccination 
Among Childhood Cancer Survivors 
NIH/NCI R03 Small Grants Program 
Supplement 
(MPI: Kirchhoff) 

MPI 

01/2018-12/2019 $40,000 Funded Utah HIV Population Needs Assessment 
Utah Department of Health  
(PI: Fratto) 

Sub-contract 

05/2018-10/2018 $15,261 Funded National Area Health Education Centers 
(AHEC) Organization HPV Immunization 
Project Crossroads 
AHEC, Salt Lake   Community College 
(PI: Bateman) 

Sub-contract 

06/2018-05/2019 $14,610 Funded NIS-Teen HPV Vaccination Analyses for 
Texas University of Texas Southwestern, 
Dallas, TX 
(PI: Tiro) 

Sub-contract 

01/2018-09/2018 $6,000 Funded District Hub and Spoke Initiative Focused 
on Improving HPV Vaccination Rates – 
HPV Advocate Program 
AAP: Utah Chapter  (PI: Cosgrove) 

Sub-contract 

07/2018-06/2019 $199,999 Funded Intermountain West Rural Cancer 
Control Research  Capacity 
NIH/NCI P30 CCSG 
Supplement (PI: Beckerle) 

Co-project Leader 
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05/2019-04/2020 $199,989 Funded Intermountain West Rural Cancer 
Control Research  Capacity 
NIH/NCI P30 CCSG 
Supplement (PI: Ulrich) 

Co-project Leader 

11/2020-06/2021 $15,000 Funded HPV Vaccination Boot Camp for School 
Nurses in Utah 
Utah Department of Health (UDOH) 

PI 

09/2022-09/2027 $505,178 Funded 4Corners4Health: A Social Media Cancer 
Prevention Program for Rural Young Adults 
Klein Buendel/NIH – NCI (R01)             
(MPIs: Buller and Sussman) 

Site PI (Utah) 

01/2022-01/2023 $628,550 Funded A Phase 3, Multicenter, Open-Label Study 
to Evaluate the Safety and Immunogenicity 
of 2-dose Regimens of XXX and XXX 
Vaccines Where the First Dose of Each 
Vaccine Are Given Concomitantly in Boys 
and Girls 9 to 11 Years. 
Merck Research Laboratories 

Sub-I 

01/2020-12/2022 $900,000 Funded To Reduce Geographic Disparities in HPV 
Vaccination Rates for Adolescents Living in 
Rural States (PI: Wetter) 

Co-I 

02/2022-06/2022 $30,000 Funded Utah Department of Health - Improving HPV 
Vaccination Rates in the Era of COVID-19 

PI 

02/2022-06/2022 $30,000 Funded Utah Department of Health – Utah School 
Nurse Project for Improving HPV 
Vaccination Rates 

PI 

06/2022-06/2024 $50,000 Funded The Utah Cancer Action Network – Using 
Community-based Methods and Vaccine 
Registry Data to Improve HPV Vaccination 
Receipt in the Era of COVID-19 

PI 

12/2022-11/2024 $305,717 Funded Multi-component Assessment of HPV 
Vaccine Hesitancy in Utah. Merck 
Investigator Studies Program  

PI 

05/2023-04/2025 $256,509 Funded  Assessment of Adolescent and Young Adult 
Vaccine Confidence and Missed Opportunity 
for Vaccination in the Mountain West. Merck 
Investigator Studies Program 

PI 

06/2023-05/2028 $3,940,874 Funded PREVENT – Practice-based Approaches to 
Promote HPV Vaccination. NCI R01 
CA279973-01 (Impact Score: 25; 11th 
Percentile) 

PI 
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08/2023-07/2024 $215,000 Funded Rural community health center partnership 
to develop and implement process for HPV 
self-collection and follow-up among women 
overdue for cervical cancer screening 
NIH/NCI P30 CCSG 
Supplement (PI: Ulrich) 

Project Leader 

07/2023-06/2028 $3,842,607 Funded Community Services Navigation to Advance 
Health Equity in Breast Cancer Screening. 
NCI R01 CA282409-01 (Impact Score: 27; 
11th Percentile) (PI: Ozanne) 

 

Co-I 

2. Intramural Grants/Contracts 
 

Dates Amount 
(Total Costs) 

Funding 
Status Title & Funding Agency Role 

02/2013-
01/2015 

$5,000 Funded An Investigation of Latino Parents’ Perceptions of the 
HPV Vaccine Using Mini- Surveys and Focus Groups 
University of Utah College of Nursing Research 
Committee 

PI 

07/2013-
06/2015 

$39,582 Funded Exploring Parent and Healthcare Provider 
Characteristics Related to HPV Vaccination among 
Latino and Rural Populations: A Population-Level 
Survey of the Intermountain West Huntsman Cancer 
Institute Cancer Control and Population Sciences 
(CCPS) Seed Funding 

PI 

07/2013- 
06/2015 

$6,000 Funded Exploring Parent and Healthcare Provider 
Characteristics Related to  HPV Vaccination: A 
Population-Level Utah Survey 
University of Utah Research  Committee 

PI 

10/2013-
09/2015 

$112,500 Funded Assessment of Parent and Healthcare System 
Factors Related to Low HPV Vaccine Uptake in Utah 
University of Utah Center for  Clinical and 
Translational Science KL2 Scholar 

 
PI 

06/2014- 
07/2015 

$2,997 Funded An Evaluation of the Prevention Care Management 
Program to Increase Breast, Cervical and  Colorectal 
Cancer Screening among Latinas in Salt Lake City 
University of Utah College of Nursing Research 
Committee 

 
PI 

11/2014-
10/2015 

$5,000 Funded Evaluating the Impact, Efficacy and Feasibility of a 
Preventive Cancer Care Management Strategy 
among Hotel and Cleaning Workers in Salt Lake City 
University of Utah College of Nursing Research 
Committee 

PI 

01/2015-
06/2015 

$36,000 Funded Health Disparities and Cancer Prevention (HeDCaP) 
Initiative will Internally Assess all Active and Recently 
Completed Programs and Projects in the Health 
Disparities and Cancer Prevention (HeDCaP) that are 
Affiliated with Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 
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CCPS Health Disparities and Cancer Prevention 
Initiative/University of Utah 

09/2015-
08/2017 

$5,000 Funded Analysis of Provider and Parent Surveys Related to 
HPV Vaccination in Utah University of Utah College 
of Nursing Research Committee 

PI 

05/2016-
04/2017 

$6,000 Funded Dental and Dental Hygienist Student Perceptions, 
Knowledge, and Clinical Procedures Regarding 
HPV Oropharyngeal Cancer. 
University of Utah Research Committee 
(Co-PI: Pinzon) 

Co-PI 

06/2016-
06/2017 

$35,000 Funded Lung Cancer Prevention in Utah: Development of a 
Population Level Intervention to Improve Radon 
Knowledge and Increase Radon Testing. 
Huntsman Cancer Institute Upper Aerodigestive 
Tract Disease Oriented Team mini- grant award 
(Co-PI: Akerley) 

Co-PI 

07/2016-
06/2017 

$25,000 Funded Assessment of the Feasibility of Introducing HPV 
Vaccination and HPV Education into Dental 
Practices. Huntsman Cancer Institute Cancer 
Control and Population Sciences (CCPS)   Award 

PI 

01/2016-
06/2017 

$10,000 Funded Geographic Disparities in HPV Vaccination for 
Survivors of Pediatric and Adolescent Cancer in 
Utah.  Huntsman Cancer Institute CCPS Award 
(Co-PI: Kirchhoff) 

Co-PI 

01/2016-
12/2017 

$1,000 Funded Geographic Disparities in HPV Vaccination for 
Survivors of Pediatric and Adolescent Cancer in 
Utah.  Huntsman Cancer Institute Health Equity 
Grant 
(Co-PI: Kirchhoff) 

Co-PI 

07/2016-
06/2017 

$20,000 Funded Cancer Prevention among Service Industry 
Employees: Multi-level Intervention Development 
GMaP Reg. 6 Pilot Award 

PI 

01/2017-
12/2017 

$30,000 Funded Identifying Patient, Family, and Provider Barriers to 
Childhood Immunizations after Cancer Therapy 
American Cancer Society Huntsman Cancer 
Institute Institutional Research Grant  
(PI: Kirchhoff) 

Co-I 

07/2017-
06/2018 

$29,643 Funded Rural Endometrial Cancer Survivors  
Huntsman Cancer Institute  CCPS mini-grant 
award (PI: Hashibe) 

Co-I 

03/2018-
02/2019 

$9,997 Funded Feasibility Assessment for Engaging Rural Providers 
in a Multi-Level Family-Centered HPV Intervention. 
Consortium for Families & Health Research Pilot 
Grant Award 

PI 

07/2018-
06/2019 

$12,500 Funded Addressing HPV Vaccine Hesitancy and Knowledge 
in the Community: Development and Evaluation of 
Linguistically and Culturally Appropriate HPV Vaccine 

PI 
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Educational Materials. Vice President for Research 
Community-Based Research (CBR) Grant Program 

05/2019-
05/2020 

$20,000 Funded An Assessment of Radon Exposure Across the State 
of Utah and in Vulnerable Populations. Huntsman 
Cancer Institute Lung Cancer Center Pilot Award 

PI 

05/2019-
05/2020 

$20,000 Funded Slipping Through the Cracks—What can the 
Journey to Treatment for Rural Gynecologic 
Oncology Patients Teach us about the Challenges 
of Access for Rural Patients to Gynecologic 
Oncology Care? University of Utah Dept. of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Pilot Award Program 
(PI: Harris) 

PI 

05/2019-
05/2020 

$35,000 Funded Slipping Through the Cracks—What can the 
Journey to Treatment for Rural Gynecologic 
Oncology Patients Teach us about the Challenges 
of Access for Rural Patients to Gynecologic 
Oncology Care? Huntsman Cancer Institute 
Women’s Disease Oriented Team Research Award 

PI 

07/2020-
06/2021 

$29,660 Funded Practice–based Approaches to Promote  HPV 
Vaccination in the Safety Net Huntsman Cancer 
Institute Women’s Cancer Center Pilot Award 

PI 

07/2020-
06/2021 

$7,000 Funded Practice–based Approaches to Promote  HPV 
Vaccination in the Safety Net University of Utah 
College of Nursing Pilot Award 

PI 

07/2020 -
06/2021 

$10,000 Funded Improving Health Providers’ Cultural and Linguistic 
Proficiency HPV Vaccination in the Safety Net 
University of Utah Global Learning Across 
Disciplines (GLAD) Award 

PI 

02/2021-
06/2022 

$200,000 Funded Intermountain Healthcare, Huntsman Cancer 
Institute, and University of Utah Partnership to 
Improve HPV Vaccination in Utah’s Lowest 
Performing Health Districts for HPV Vaccination 

PI 

05/2021-
06/2021 

$2,600 Funded PREVENT - Practice-Based Approaches to Promote 
HPV Vaccination in the Era of COVID-19 
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 

06/2021-
06/2022 

$30,000 Funded Assessment of the Clinical Workflow and Processes 
of Communication between Rural Clinics and HCI to 
Improve the Referral Process for Rural Gynecologic 
Cancer Patients 
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 

01/2022 $20,000 Funded Intermountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition          
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 

01/2022 $50,000 Funded Assessment of HPV vaccine Hesitancy in Utah              
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 
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F. PUBLICATIONS & EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 

 

-Peer reviewed publications identified with a ‘*’ at the beginning of the citation 
-Data-based publications identified with ‘#’ at the beginning of the citation 
-Student and trainee mentoring identified with a ‘+’ at the name of the student 
-First author and last author positions indicates highest importance 

 
1. Books (or Chapters in Books): 

 

1. Mihalopoulos, Kepka, Reddy, Woodruff, & Digre. (2016). Physical Health. In The 7 Domains of Health: 
Multidisciplinary Considerations of Women’s Health in the 21st Century. Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall Hunt 
Publishers. 

 
2. Journal Publications 

 

1. *#Kepka, D., Ayala, G. X., & Cherrington, A. (2007). Do Latino immigrants link self-rated health with BMI 
and health behaviors? Am J Health Behav, 31(5), 535-544. doi:10.5555/ajhb.2007.31.5.535 

2. *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. (2010). Acculturation and HPV infection 
among Latinas in the United States. Prev Med, 51(2), 182-184. doi:10.1016/j.ypmed.2010.06.002 

3. *#Curioso, W. H., Kepka, D., Cabello, R., Segura, P., & Kurth, A. E. (2010). Understanding the facilitators 
and barriers of antiretroviral adherence in Peru: a qualitative study. BMC Public Health, 10, 13. 
doi:10.1186/1471-2458-10-13 

03/2022-
02/2023 

$30,000 Funded Multi-state assessment of attitudes about vaccines 
for primary cancer prevention in adolescents and 
young adults with inherited cancer predisposition 
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 

04/2022-
10/2023 

$30,000 Funded Assessment of University of Utah College of 
Nursing Community Based Partnerships in the Era 
of COVID-19 
University of Utah College of Nursing 

PI 

04/2022-
10/2023 

$30,000 Funded Promoting Health Equity Through a Collaborative 
Transcultural Learning Experience and Leadership 
Development of Nurses 
University of Utah College of Nursing 

Co-I 

04/2022-
10/2023 

$30,000 Funded One College of Nursing Supporting Guatemalan 
Women Throughout the Life Span 
University of Utah College of Nursing 

Co-I 

01/2023 $20,000 Funded Mountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition          
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

PI 

05/2023-
04/2024 

$15,000 Funded Overcoming Vaccine Hesitancy and Preventing 
Cancer Through Adaptive Learning Artificial 
Intelligence and refinement of Reminder 
Interventions and Campaigns                             
1U4U Innovation Funding. University of Utah 

 

PI 
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4. *#Yabroff, K. R., Lund, J., Kepka, D., & Mariotto, A. (2011). Economic burden of cancer in the United 
States: estimates, projections, and future research. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 20(10), 2006-
2014. doi:10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-11-0650 

5. *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G. D., Rodriguez, H. P., & Thompson, B. (2011). Evaluation of a radionovela to 
promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge among Hispanic parents. J Community Health, 36(6), 
957-965. doi:10.1007/s10900-011-9395-1 

6. *#Kepka, D. L., Coronado, G. D., Rodriguez, H. P., & Thompson, B. (2012). Development of a radionovela 
to promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge among Latino parents. Public Health Rep, 127(1), 130-
138. doi:10.1177/003335491212700118 

7. *#Kepka, D., Berkowitz, Z., Yabroff, K. R., Roland, K., & Saraiya, M. (2012). Human papillomavirus 
vaccine practices in the USA: do primary care providers use sexual history and cervical cancer screening 
results to make HPV vaccine recommendations? Sex Transm Infect, 88(6), 433-435. doi:10.1136/sextrans-
2011-050437 

8. *#Kepka, D. L., Ulrich, A. K., & Coronado, G. D. (2012). Low knowledge of the three-dose HPV vaccine 
series among mothers of rural Hispanic adolescents. J Health Care Poor Underserved, 23(2), 626-635. 
doi:10.1353/hpu.2012.0040 

9. *#Roland, K. B., Benard, V. B., Soman, A., Breen, N., Kepka, D., & Saraiya, M. (2013). Cervical cancer 
screening among young adult women in the United States. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 22(4), 580-
588. doi:10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-12-1266 

10. *#Williams, W. W., Lu, P. J., Saraiya, M., Yankey, D., Dorell, C., Rodriguez, J. L., . . . Markowitz, L. E. 
(2013). Factors associated with human papillomavirus vaccination among young adult women in the United 
States. Vaccine, 31(28), 2937-2946. doi:10.1016/j.vaccine.2013.04.041 

11. *#Chawla, N., Kepka, D. L., Heckman-Stoddard, B. M., Horne, H. N., Felix, A. S., Luhn, P., . . . Faupel-
Badger, J. M. (2013). Health disparities around the world: perspectives from the 2012 Principles and 
Practice of Cancer Prevention and Control course at the National Cancer Institute. J Oncol Pract, 9(6), 
e284-289. doi:10.1200/JOP.2013.001129 

12. *#Lu, P. J., Williams, W. W., Li, J., Dorell, C., Yankey, D., Kepka, D., & Dunne, E. F. (2013). Human 
papillomavirus vaccine initiation and awareness: U.S. young men in the 2010 National Health Interview 
Survey. Am J Prev Med, 44(4), 330-338. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2012.11.027 

13. *#Smith, A. A., Kepka, D., & Yabroff, K. R. (2014). Advanced practice registered nurses, physician 
assistants and cancer prevention and screening: a systematic review. BMC Health Serv Res, 14, 68. 
doi:10.1186/1472-6963-14-68 

14. *#Kepka, D., Breen, N., King, J. B., Meissner, H. I., Roland, K. B., Benard, V. B., & Saraiya, M. (2014). 
Demographic factors associated with overuse of Pap testing. Am J Prev Med, 47(5), 629-633. 
doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2014.07.034 

15. *#Kepka, D., Smith, A., Zeruto, C., & Yabroff, K. R. (2014). Is provider type associated with cancer 
screening and prevention: advanced practice registered nurses, physician assistants, and physicians. BMC 
Cancer, 14, 233. doi:10.1186/1471-2407-14-233 

16. *#Kepka, D., Breen, N., King, J. B., Benard, V. B., & Saraiya, M. (2014). Overuse of Papanicolaou testing 
among older women and among women without a cervix. JAMA Intern Med, 174(2), 293-296. 
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.12607 
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17. *#Bagshaw, H. P., Pappas, L. M., Kepka, D. L., Tward, J. D., & Gaffney, D. K. (2014). Patterns of care with 
brachytherapy for cervical cancer. Int J Gynecol Cancer, 24(9), 1659-1664. 
doi:10.1097/IGC.0000000000000276 

18. *#Simonsen, S. E., Kepka, D., Thompson, J., +Warner, E. L., Snyder, M., & Ries, K. M. (2014). Preventive 
health care among HIV positive women in a Utah HIV/AIDS clinic: a retrospective cohort study. BMC 
Womens Health, 14(1), 37. doi:10.1186/1472-6874-14-37 

19. *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., +Warner, E. L., Spigarelli, M. G., & Mooney, K. (2015). High school females and 
those with other vaccinations most likely to complete the Human Papillomavirus vaccine. Prev Med Rep, 2, 
79-83. doi:10.1016/j.pmedr.2014.12.008 

20. *#Breslau, E. S., Weiss, E. S., Williams, A., Burness, A., & Kepka, D. (2015). The implementation road: 
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2018 Health Equity 
2018 American Public Health Association Abstract Review 
2018 Heliyon 
2018 Utah Women’s Health Review 
2020 Cancer Epi, Biomarkers and Prevention 
2015, 2020, 2022 Social Science and Medicine 
2019-2020 Journal of Adolescent Health 
2021 Journal of Behavioral Medicine 
2021-2024 Journal of Medical Economics 
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2022 Gynecologic Oncology 
2022 Human Vaccines and Immunotherapeutic 
2021 JAMA Network Open 
2023 
2024 
2024 

Journal of Public Health Dentistry  
Journal of the National Cancer Institute 
Cancer Prevention Research 
 

  
 

7. Study Sections & Funding Reviews: 
 

Years Title 
2013-2016 University of Utah Vice President’s for Research Committee 
2015 University of Utah Program in Personalized Health/Center for Clinical and 

Translational Science Seed Grant Review 
2016 Pilot Grant Applications in Cancer Health Equity (GMaP, Geographical 

Management of Cancer Health Disparities Program, NCI) 
2017 Linking Provider Recommendation to Adolescent HPV Uptake, Center for Scientific 

Review Special Emphasis Panel, NCI/NIH, ZRG1 HDM-D(58) 
2017 Peer Review Member, Indigenous Populations Committee, Canadian Institutes of 

Health Research. 
2017 Peer Review Member, Non-indigenous Underserved Populations Committee, 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
2018 Research Incentive Seed Grant Program: Application Review, University of Utah 
2019 NCI review meeting. Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2019/01 ZCA1 

SRB-5 (J1) S meeting 
2019 NCI review meeting Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2019/10 ZCA1 

SRB-5 (O1) S meeting. 
2019 NCI review meeting. Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2020/01  

ZRG1-HDM-D-58 S meeting 
2020 NCI review meeting Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2020/05. ZCA1-

RPRB-L-M2 meeting  
2020 2021/01 ZCA1 SRB-F (J1) R. SEP-8: Research Answers to NCI Provocative 

Questions (Teleconference). 
2020 NCI review meeting Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2021/05. ZCA1-

SRB-T-M1 meeting 
2021 NCI Strengthening Institutional Capacity to Conduct Global Cancer Research in Low- 

and Middle-Income Countries (D43 Program) 
2021 NCI Awardee Skills Development Consortium Mock Study Section  
2021 NCI review meeting – Research to Reduce Morbidity and Improve Care for Pediatric, 

and Adolescent and Young Adult (AYA) Cancer Survivors. RFA-CA-20-027/028. 
2022 CUSP2CT:  Connecting Underrepresented Populations to Clinical Trials U01: RFA-

CA-21-063 
2022-2024 University of Utah Center for Clinical and Translational Sciences Grant Review 

Committee 
2023 NCI review meeting. Special Emphasis Panel. Global Implementation Science for 

Equitable Cancer Control (GlobalISE Cancer Control, U54 Clinical Trial Optional) 
[RFA-CA-22-019].  
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8. Electronic Media: 
 

Kepka, D. (2017, August 10). Risk for cancer-causing infections highest in low and middle-income 
countries. ContagionLive. https://www.contagionlive.com/view/risk-for-cancer-causing-infections-
highest-in-low-and-middle-income-countries 

 

American Cancer Society HPV Vaccination Roundtable. Video: Protecting your patients from HPV 
0ropharyngeal cancers. Released Jan. 2017. Role: HPV Vaccination Roundtable Provider Education 
Sub-group leader. https://youtu.be/qnwb2-y_yPU?list=PLRu0uHzo7TdKdq1TstwyNbSn0KMI8L4--. 

 
Kepka. D. (2018, March 22). TEDx Riverton- We have a vaccine that prevents cancer [Video file] 
Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJ99iMGYs7I&feature=youtu.be. 
 
Kepka, D. (July 16, 2021). Developing Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccination Intervention 
Strategies to Improve HPV Vaccination Rates. RHIhub: The Rural Monitor. 
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/rural-monitor/rural-cancer-control/. 
 
Kepka, D. (March 2020). I Can Answer That| Deanna Kepka on HPV. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m04owxjmWDM 
 
Kepka, D. (March 6, 2023). Society for Women’s Health Research. #SWHRtalks HPV Video 
Series. https://swhr.org/swhr_resource/swhrtalkshpv-video-series/ 
 
Kepka, D. (April 5, 2023). Huntsman Cancer Institute Research Highlights for March 2023. 
Understanding vaccine hesitancy and confidence in the Mountain West.  
https://healthcare.utah.edu/huntsmancancerinstitute/press-releases/2023/04/research-highlights-
march-2023 
 

 
9. Other: N/A 
 
 

G. PRESENTATIONS 
 

1. Peer-Reviewed Presentations 
 

Dates Title, Sponsor Location 
07/2000 *#Kepka, D. Utilizing the performing arts to engender behavior change 

for young residents of an inner-city Jamaican community. XIII 
International AIDS Conference Press. 2000 International AIDS 
Conference. 

Durban, South 
Africa 

07/2000 *#Kepka, D., Ayala, G. X., Ornelas, I., & Miller, D. L. Television 
language preference relates to dietary habits for Latinos in central 
North Carolina. American Public Health Association 133rd Annual 
Meeting & Exposition. 

Philadelphia, PA 

11/2005 *#Ornelas, I., Ayala, G. X., Laraia, B. A., & Kepka, D. Evidence 
supporting tiendas as a setting for health promotion: Characteristics of 
tienda customers. American Public Health Association 133rd Annual 
Meeting & Exposition. 

Philadelphia, PA 

11/2005 *#Ayala, G. X., Laraia, B. A., Kepka, D., & Ornelas, I. Evidence Philadelphia, PA 

https://www.contagionlive.com/view/risk-for-cancer-causing-infections-highest-in-low-and-middle-income-countries
https://www.contagionlive.com/view/risk-for-cancer-causing-infections-highest-in-low-and-middle-income-countries
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJ99iMGYs7I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/rural-monitor/rural-cancer-control/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m04owxjmWDM
https://swhr.org/swhr_resource/swhrtalkshpv-video-series/
https://healthcare.utah.edu/huntsmancancerinstitute/press-releases/2023/04/research-highlights-march-2023
https://healthcare.utah.edu/huntsmancancerinstitute/press-releases/2023/04/research-highlights-march-2023
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supporting tiendas as a setting for health promotion: Characteristics of 
tiendas and tienda managers. American Public Health Association 
133rd Annual Meeting & Exposition. 

06/2007 *#Kepka, D., Ayala, G. X., & Cherrington, A. How do health behaviors 
and body mass index (BMI) relate to self-rated health for Latino 
immigrants? 13th Annual National Research Service Award (NRSA) 
Trainees Research Conference. 

Orlando, FL 

06/2007 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. 15th Annual NRSA 
Trainees Research Conference. 

Chicago, IL 

04/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. Progress in 
Biobehavioral Cancer Prevention Annual Symposium, Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center. 

 
Seattle, WA 

11/2010 *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. Evaluation 
of a radionovela to promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge 
among parents of Latina adolescents. American Public Health 
Association Annual Meeting. 

Denver, CO 

04/2011 *#Kepka, D., Ulrich, A., & Coronado, G. Low knowledge of the three- 
dose HPV vaccine series among mothers of rural Hispanic adolescents. 
Society of Behavioral Medicine. 

Washington, DC 

04/2011 *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. Evaluation 
of a radionovela to promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge 
among parents of Latina adolescents. Society of Behavioral Medicine. 

Washington, DC 

11/2011 *#Kepka, D., Saraiya, M., Benard, V., Berkowitz, Z., Roland, K., & 
Yabroff, K. R. Primary care providers' use of risk factors and test results 
to determine human papillomavirus vaccine receipt. American Public 
Health Association Annual Meeting. 

 Washington, DC 

03/2012 *#Kepka, D., & Yabroff, K. R. Non-physician providers, cancer 
screening, and health behavior counseling. American Society of 
Preventive Oncology. 

 Washington, DC 

02/2013 *#Kepka, D., Breen, N., King, J. B., Meissner, H. L., Bernard, V. B., 
Roland, K. B., & Saraiya, M. Overuse of Pap testing among older 
women and women with a hysterectomy. 8th Annual Utah Health 
Services Research Conference. 

 Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2013 *#Kepka, D., Breen, N., King, J. B., Meissner, H. L., Bernard, V. B., 
Roland, K. B., & Saraiya, M. Overuse of Pap testing among older 
women and women with a hysterectomy. Utah Women’s Health 
Coalition’s 2nd Regional Midwifery & Women’s Health Mini-Conference. 

 Salt Lake City, UT 

03/2013 *#Kepka, D., Breen, N., King, J. B., Meissner, H. L., Bernard, V. B., 
Roland, K. B., & Saraiya, M. Overuse of Pap testing among older 
women and women with a hysterectomy. American Society of  
Preventive Oncology. 

 Memphis, TN 

04/2013 *#Kepka, D., Spigarelli, M., Mihalopoulos, N., Bodson, J., & Kinney, 
A. Low levels of provider recommendation for and intention to receive 
the  HPV vaccine in Utah. Utah Public Health Association. 

 Ogden, UT 
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03/2014 *#Kepka, D., +Warner, E. L., Kinney, A. Y., Spigarelli, M. G., & Mooney, 
K. Low human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine knowledge among Latino 
parents in Utah. American Society of Preventive Oncology. 

 Arlington, VA 

04/2014 *#Kepka, D., +Warner, E. L., Kinney, A. Y., Spigarelli, M. G., & Mooney, 
K. Low human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine knowledge among Latino 
parents in Utah. Utah Public Health Association. 

 Provo, UT 

04/2014 *#Kepka, D., +Warner, E., & Spigarelli, M. Low 3-dose completion 
and missed opportunities for the HPV vaccine in Utah. Health Services 
Research Conference. University of Utah. 

 Salt Lake City, 
UT 

03/2015 *#Henry, K. A., +Warner, E. L., Ding, Q., & Kepka, D. The role of 
geographic factors in human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 
uptake among adolescent girls in the United States. American 
Society of Preventive Oncology. Selected for Top 20 Abstracts. 

 Birmingham, AL 

03/2015 *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., +Warner, E., & Mooney, K. High school 
females and female adolescents with other recommended 
vaccinations most likely to complete HPV vaccine 3-dose series. 
American Society of Preventive Oncology. 

Birmingham, AL 

03/2015 *#Kepka, D., Balch, A., +Warner, E., & Spigarelli, M. State 
vaccine registry data indicate high number of missed 
opportunities for the HPV vaccine among eligible girls. American 
Society of Preventive Oncology. Selected for Top 20 Abstracts. 

Birmingham, AL 

03/2015 *#+Lai, D., Tavake-Pasi, F., Napia, E., Davis, F. A., Mukundente, 
V., Villalta, J., +Warner, E., Aiono, H., & Kepka, D. Parent barriers 
to obtaining information about the HPV vaccine. Utah Valley 
University Nursing Research Conference. 

Orem, UT 

04/2015 *#+Warner, E. L., +Lai, D., Davis, F. A, Mukundente, V., Napia, 
E., Tavake-Pasi, F., Villalta, J., Aiono, H., & Kepka, D. 
Knowledge and awareness of human papillomavirus and cervical 
cancer among a diverse group of Utahans. Utah Public Health 
Association. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#+Lai, D., Davis, F., Mukundente V., Napia, E., Tavake-Pasi, F., 
Villalta, J., +Warner, E.L., & Kepka, D. Perspectives of parents 
from diverse backgrounds about the HPV vaccine: A university-
community collaboration. Utah Public Health Association. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#Kepka, D., Balch, A., +Warner, E., & Spigarelli, M. Statewide 
vaccine registry data indicate high number of missed opportunities 
for the HPV vaccine among eligible girls. Utah Public Health 
Association. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#Kepka, D. Latino parents’ knowledge and receipt of the HPV 
vaccine for child in a state with Low uptake. Western Institute of 
Nursing. 

Albuquerque, NM 

10/2015 *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., Pappas, L., Boucher, K., Akerley, W., 
Fowler, B., Wu, Y., Kaphingst, K., & Kirchhoff, A. High radon and 
higher incidence of lung cancer in non-metropolitan areas. 
Presented at the Huntsman Cancer Institute conference, 
Translating Cancer Epidemiology: From cells to clinic to 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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population. 

12/2015 *#Kepka, D., Bodson, J., +Warner, E., & Fowler, B. Improvements 
in cervical cancer prevention found after implementation of 
evidence- based Latina prevention care management program. 8th 
Annual conference on the dissemination and implementation in 
health. 

Washington D.C 
 

03/2017 *#Warner EL. Auguste P, Reid B, Warner Z, Kraybill M, Gillet-
Ellrington A, Kepka D. The Cancer PEAK Study: A needs 
assessment of cancer prevention education in an indigenous 
Caribbean community. Invited speaker for the Intermountain West 
Human Papillomavirus Vaccination Coalition. 

Virtual 

05/2017 *#Kepka, D., Ou, J, Martel, L, +Warner, E., Kirchhoff, A. Promotora 
Intervention Model for Improving Cancer Screening and Health 
Education. GMaP Region 6 Annual Meeting. Huntsman Cancer Institute. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2018 *#Kepka, D., Bodson, J., +Lai, D., Sanchez-Birkhead, A., Villalta, J., 
Mukundente, V., Tavake-Pasi, F. Davis, F. A., Lee, D., Napia, 
E.,+Mooney, R., Coulter, H., & Stark, L. A. Factors associated with HPV 
vaccination among diverse adolescents in a region with low HPV 
vaccination rates. Rural Health Panel Discussion at the 2nd Annual 
GMaP Region 6 & HCI Cancer Health Equity Annual Meeting 

Salt Lake City, UT 

07/2018 *#Kepka, D., Bodson, J., +Lai, D., Mooney, R., Tavake-Pasi, F., Napia, 
E., Davis, F.A., Lee, D., Mukundente, V., Birkhead, A.S., Villalta, J., 
Coulter, H., & Stark, L.A. Factors associated with Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccination among diverse U.S. adolescents in a region with low HPV 
vaccination rates. 5th Extreme Affordability Conference. Ensign College 
of Public Health 

Kpong, Ghana 

07/2018 *#Martel, L., Warner, E., Ou, J., Nam, G., Carbajal-Salisbury, S., 
Fuentes, V., Kirchhoff, A., & Kepka, D. Low-cost workplace intervention 
to improve breast, cervical & colorectal cancer prevention among low- 
income service and manual labor employees. 5th Extreme Affordability 
Conference. Ensign College of Public Health. 

Kpong, Ghana 

05/2019 Vanderpool, R, Kepka, D, Onega, T. Community-center collaborations 
to impact rural cancer disparities. Panel presentation. National Rural 
Health Association. National Health Equity Conference 

Atlanta, GA 

12/2020 McGough, E, Kepka, D, Christini, K. Telluride Case Study. Alliance for 
HPV-Free Colorado. 

Virtual 

01/2021 Christini, K., Chai, Y., Mann, S., Chang, C. P., Hashibe, M., Kepka, D. 
Mountain West Young Adults Survey: HPV, COVID-19, and Vaccination 
Attitudes (Preliminary Results). Intermountain West HPV Vaccination 
Coalition. 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

03/2021 Kepka, D, Christini, K, Mann, S, Chai, Y, Chang, C, Hashibe, M. 
COVID-19  Vaccination Intent, HPV vaccination receipt, and dimensions 
of vaccine hesitancy. American Society of Preventative Oncology 
(ASPO). 

ASPO – Virtual  

04/2021 Mann, S, Christini, K, Kepka, D. COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Among 
Young Adults in the Mountain West. Symposium for Underserved, Rural, 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 
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& Global Health Education (SURGE). 

05/2021 Mann, S, Kepka, D. How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected HPV in 
rural communities? Intermountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition. 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

05/2021 Kepka, D, Christini, K. Young Adult Vaccine Attitudes. Sex, Gender, and 
Women’s Health Across the Lifespan (Virtual) Symposium. University of 
Utah Center of Excellence in Women's Health 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

05/2021 Christini K., Aanderud Tanner H, Teames C, Avizonis N, Verdaja M, 
Chai A, Chang E, Kirchhoff A, Waters A, Mann S, Harris K, Hashibe M, 
Davis N, Kepka D. COVID-19 Vaccination Intent Relates to HPV 
Vaccination Receipt. Data Blitz (Virtual) Presentation. University of Utah 
Center of Excellence in Women's Health. 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

05/2021 Christini, K, Kepka, D, Goldsmith, A, Szczotka, K, Duncan, J, Lipscomb, 
J, Webb, J, Mclaughlin, H, Harris, K. Geographic disparities among 
gynecological oncology patients: Time to see a specialist and COVID-19 
impacts in rural Mountain west, U.S. University of Utah Center of 
Excellence in Women's Health. 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

06/2021 Decision making process of intent to receive COVID-19 vaccination 
relates to HPV vaccination receipt among young adults in Mountain 
West region of the United States. Kepka D, Chang E, Lipscomb J, Hill J, 
Mann S, Hashibe M, Christini K.  Oral Presentation. Eurogin. 

Virtual 

11/2021 Mann, S., Christini, K., Chai, Y., Chang, C. P., Hashibe, M., & Kepka, D. 
Does Source of Information Influence HPV-Related Knowledge and 
Vaccination Among Young Adults?  American Public Health Association 
(APHA) Annual Conference. 

Denver, CO 

11/2021 Christini, K, Kepka, D, Goldsmith, A, Szczotka, K, Duncan, J, Lipscomb, 
J, Webb, J, Mclaughlin, H, Harris, K. Gynecologic cancer patients 
COVID-19, and perception of time to see specialist differs by varying 
geographic measures, U.S. rural mountain west. American Public Health 
Association (APHA) Annual Conference. 

APHA – Virtual  

11/2021 Kepka, D, Christini, K, McGough, E, Wagner, A, Del Fiol, G, Gibson, B, 
Ayres, S, Brandt, H, Mann, S, Petrik, A, Coronado, G. HPV Vaccination 
and Vaccine Hesitancy in Rural Settings. Alliance for HPV-Free 
Colorado and Denver Public Health Meeting. 

Virtual 

03/2022 Kepka, D, Christini, K. HPV Vaccination and HPV-Related Cancer 
Globally. University of Utah Global Health Conference. 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

04/2022 Intention to Receive COVID-19 Vaccination Relates to HPV Vaccination 
Receipt among Young Adults Ages 18-26 Years in the Western Region 
of the USA. Kepka D, Christini K, Chai A, Chang E, Kirchhoff A, Waters 
A, Mann S, Lipscomb J, Harris K, Hashibe M. Oral Presentation. 
EUROGIN. 

Düsseldorf, 
Germany 

06/2022 Kepka, D., Christini, K., Mann, S., Chai, Y., Chang, C. P., Hashibe, M. 
Differences in dimensions of vaccine hesitancy and COVID-19 
vaccination intent by rurality among Hispanic young adults in the 
western U.S., 2020-2021. AcademyHealth. 

Washington, DC 

07/2022 Kepka, D, Christini, K, Coronado, G, Petrik, A, Mann, S, Tanner, H, 
Richardson, R, Chang, C, Hashibe, M, Onega, T. Differences in 

Saint Louis, MO 
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dimensions of vaccine hesitancy and COVID-19 vaccination intent 
among young adults in the western U.S., 2020-2021. Siteman Cancer 
Center, Annual Conference. 

11/2022 Teames, C, Aanderud Tanner, H, Christini, K, Mann, S, Kepka, D. 
General Vaccine Trust Among Young Adult Populations (18-26 years 
old) in the Western United States, 2020-2021. “COVID-19 in Pediatric & 
Adolescent Populations” group presentation. American Public Health 
Association (APHA) Annual Conference. 

Boston, MA 

02/2023 Christini K., Aanderud Tanner H., Chai Y., Chang C., Kirchhoff A., 
Waters A., Mann S., Lipscomb J., Teames C., Davis N., Avizonis V., 
Verdeja M., Soisson S., Peterson K., Coronado G., Petrik A., Harris K., 
Hashibe M., Kepka D. Higher Levels of HPV Vaccine Hesitancy Among 
Rural Hispanic Young Adults, western United States, 2020-2021. 
EUROGIN. International Multidisciplinary HPV Congress. 

Bilbao, Spain 

02/2023 Kepka D., Woodall, G., Buller, D., Zimet, G. Successful Technology-
based Rural Patient HPV Vaccination Reminder Intervention and Social 
Media Assessment of Strategies to Reduce HPV Vaccine 
Misinformation. EUROGIN. International Multidisciplinary HPV 
Congress. 

Bilboa, Spain 

02/2023 Garcia, K, Alvarez, G. Jacob, E, Dean-Smith, M, Royce-Holland, E, 
Kepka, D. “Low levels of lifetime Pap test receipt among vulnerable 
populations in Guatemala,” at EUROGIN. Competitive (Data-Based, Oral 
Presentation). 

Bilboa, Spain 

02/2023 Dean-Smith, M, Garcia, K, Alvarez, G, Royce-Holland, E, Kepka, D. 
(2023). “Barriers to cervical cancer prevention and control in 
Guatemala,” EUROGIN. Competitive (Data-Based, Oral Presentation). 

Bilboa, Spain 

03/2023 Christini K, Chai A, Chang E, Kirchhoff A, Waters A, Mann S, Harris K, 
Hashibe M, Moraitis AM, Davis N, Kepka D. Higher levels of HPV 
vaccine hesitancy among Hispanic, male, and non-binary rural young 
adults in the western U.S., 2020-2021. American Society of Preventative 
Oncology (ASPO). 

San Diego, CA 

04/2023 Christini K., Aanderud Tanner H, Teames C, Avizonis N, Verdaja M, 
Chai A, Chang E, Kirchhoff A, Waters A, Mann S, Harris K, Hashibe M, 
Davis N, Kepka D. Higher levels of HPV vaccine hesitancy among 
Hispanic rural young adults in the western U.S., 2020-2021. International 
Papillomavirus (IPVS) Conference. 

Washington, DC 

04/2023 Kepka D, Christini K. Improving HPV Vaccination Rates in the Mountain 
West. Huntsman Cancer Institute Research Retreat: Discovery, 
Innovation, and Celebration. 

 

Salt Lake City, 
UT 

2. Invited Speeches / Lectures / Demonstrations 
Dates Title, Sponsor Location 
12/2012 Cervical cancer prevention and control: families, communities, and 

healthcare delivery. Center for Children’s Cancer Research (C3R) 
Retreat. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2013 Overuse of Pap testing among older women and women with Salt Lake City, UT 
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a hysterectomy. Regional Women's Health Conference. 

08/2013 Establishing Research Independence in Academia. National 
Cancer Institute Fellows’ Career Development Seminar Series. 

Rockville, MD 

01/2014 Assessment of HPV Vaccination in Utah: Reaching out to 
Latino  Families. University of Utah College of Nursing Seminar 
Series Presentation. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

03/2014 HPV Epidemiology and the HPV Vaccine. Utah Chapter of the 
American  Academy of Pediatricians. 

Murray, UT 

04/2014 HPV Epidemiology and the HPV Vaccine. Utah Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatricians. 

Ogden, UT 

04/2014 HPV Epidemiology and the HPV Vaccine. Utah Chapter of the 
American  Academy of Pediatricians. 

St. George, UT 

08/2014 Multi-level HPV vaccination assessment, collaborative methods to 
improve uptake. Presentation for the University of Utah’s Center 
for  Clinical & Translational Science K Club Meeting. 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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01/2015 HPV vaccination and cancer prevention among vulnerable 
populations  in Utah. University of Utah College of Nursing Seminar 
Series Presentation. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

03/2015 Hotel and cleaning worker cancer prevention study. Huntsman 
Cancer  Institute Women’s Cancer Disease Oriented Team (WDOT). 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 
04/2015 

 
Give it a Shot: Facts about the HPV Vaccine. Huntsman 
Cancer  Institute’s Science Lite seminar series. 

 
Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2015 Improving cancer-related disparities through population health. 
University of Utah College of Nursing Seminar Series 
Presentation. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

07/2015 Strategies to improve HPV vaccination and cancer prevention 
among vulnerable populations in the Intermountain West. Native 
American Summit Panel Discussion. 

Orem, UT 

09/2015 The Changing Incidences of HPV-Associated Cancers. HPV Free 
Summit: Immunize Nevada and Intermountain West HPV 
Vaccination  Coalition. 

Las Vegas, 
Reno, and Elko, 
Nevada 

10/2015 Targeting cancer-related disparities: Families, communities, and 
healthcare delivery. Guest lecture for University at Buffalo’s School 
of  Public Health. 

Webinar 

10/2015 Examples of Community Based Participatory Research. Guest lecture 
for School of Medicine’s Department of Public Health’s Health Behavior 
Theory class. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

11/2015 Empowering Latino adolescents to prevent HPV-related cancers in a 
state with low HPV vaccine receipt. Health Disparities Mini-Symposium 
talk for Dr. Ann Bohann of the Association of American Medical 
Colleges  organized by Dr. Ana Maria Lopez 

Salt Lake City, UT 

01/2016 Kepka’s K-Award challenge: HPV vaccination intervention K07 grant 
submission. Cancer Control and Population Sciences, Huntsman 
Cancer Institute. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2016 Prevention Care Management Program & Intermountain West HPV 
Vaccination Coalition Updates. Huntsman Cancer Institute Women’s 
Cancer Disease Oriented Team (WDOT). 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2016 HPV-associated cancers and the risk factors. High Sierra Area Health        
Education Center’s Immunize Nevada HPV Webinar. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

05/2016 Intermountain West HPV vaccination coalition. Comprehensive 
Cancer Control National Partnership HPV Workshop. 

Atlanta, GA 

05/2016 HPV vaccination, cancer prevention, and early detection among 
vulnerable populations in the Intermountain West. Huntsman 
Cancer Institute Cancer Related Disparities Event. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

06/2016 Increasing HPV vaccination coverages among adolescents: 
experiences and lessons learned, 2013-2016. Increasing HPV 
Vaccination Coverage among Adolescents. A Collaboration of NCI-
Funded Cancer Centers. 

Columbus, OH 
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06/2016 You are the key to cancer prevention. Guest lecture at Salt Lake 
Community College. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

06/2016 HPV epidemiology and HPV vaccine promotion. Intermountain West 
HPV vaccination coalition. Salt Lake City Health Disparities 
Immunization In-Service. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

08/2016 Intermountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition. American Academy of 
Pediatrics Hub and Spoke Quality Improvement Project. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

08/2016 Changing incidences of HPV related cancers & low rates of HPV 
vaccination. American Academy of Pediatrics. 

Las Vegas, NV 

08/2016 HPV: What is it? How do we get it? How does it cause cervical cancer?         
National Cervical Cancer Coalition. 

Las Vegas, NV 

11/2016 Overview of HPV; Making it Real. Quality Improvement in HPV 
Vaccination Conference Hosted by the Utah Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

Murray, UT 

11/2016 HPV vaccination- A missed opportunity for cancer prevention. Guest 
lecture for the University of Utah School of Dentistry Multidisciplinary 
Global Health Research Seminar Series. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

01/2017 Hub and spoke HPV advocates. Utah Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics Hub and spoke HPV Quality Improvement Tele-
meeting. 

Webinar 

03/2017 R01 Aims & Overview: I Vaccinate Initiative. Presentation at the 
Huntsman Cancer Institute’s Cancer Control and Population Sciences 
Meeting. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

05/2017 A Multi-State Partnership to Improve Regional HPV Vaccination Rates. 
Increasing HPV Vaccination in the US: A Collaboration of NCI-funded 
Cancer Centers. 

Charleston, SC 

06/2017 Improving HPV Vaccination in the Intermountain West. Wyoming Medical 
Society Annual Meeting. 

Jackson Hole, WY 

06/2017 Improving HPV Vaccination in the Intermountain West. HPV Vaccination 
Provider Training. Utah Department of Health and American Cancer 
Society.  

Blanding, UT 

06/2017 Improving HPV Vaccination in the Intermountain West. HPV Vaccination 
Provider Training. Utah Department of Health and American Cancer 
Society. 

Richfield, UT 

07/2017 HPV cancer research: Improving HPV vaccination in the Intermountain 
West. Presentation to the First Lady of the Dominican Republic. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

08/2017 HPV prevention. Utah Association of Family Physicians Vaccine 
Conference. 

Murray, UT 

09/2017 Member presentation. University of Utah Consortium for Families and 
Health Research Fall Symposium. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

09/2017 Vulnerable populations. Guest lecture for NURS 7101: Research Ethics& 
Protection of Human Subjects. 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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11/2017 HPV vaccination is cancer prevention. PechaKucha Night SLC. Salt Lake City, UT 
11/2017 Global health, local health, past, present, & future. College Council 

Meeting Presentation on Global Health Position. 
Salt Lake City, UT 

01/2018 HPV Vaccination Training Workshop for Healthcare Providers and 
Healthcare Teams. Intermountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition 
Presentation. 

Bear River, UT 

01/2018 Cedar City HPV Vaccination Training Workshop for Healthcare Providers 
and Healthcare Teams. Intermountain West HPV Vaccination  Coalition 
Presentation. 

Cedar City, UT 

02/2018 Building community partnerships to strengthen research programs. 
Presented at Roseman University of Health Sciences. 

South Jordan, UT 

02/2018 Making it real: Why HPV vaccination matters to pediatric offices. AAP 
Kick-off Video Conference with local pediatricians. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

03/2018 HPV vaccination challenges and strategies for improvement. First  
National Meeting: La Salud de la Mujer Dominicana. 

Santo Domingo, 
Dominican 
Republic 

03/2018 Improving HPV vaccination in the Mountain West. PBHLT 6301-001 
Cancer Epidemiology Guest Lecture. Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2018 HPV vaccine: Working together to decrease missed opportunities for 
cancer prevention. Northern Utah Immunization Coalition Conference. 

Ogden, UT 

   04/2018 HPV vaccine: HPV vaccine: Working together to decrease missed 
opportunities for cancer prevention. Utah Dental Hygienist Association. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

   03/2019 Rural Challenges and HPV Vaccination. Unite for Sight Annual Meeting. New Haven, CT 

   07/2020 Rural Challenges and HPV Vaccination National AHEC 
Webinar 

   07/2020 Delays in HPV Cancer Diagnoses and Treatment in Rural Communities National AHEC   
Webinar 

   05/2021 Young Adult Vaccine Attitudes. University of Utah Center of Excellence 
in Women's Health’s Virtual 2021 Symposium Sex, Gender, and 
Women’s Health Across the Lifespan Symposium. Kepka D, Christini K.  
Oral Presentation 

Salt Lake City, UT 

   09/2022 HPV Vaccination for Cancer Prevention: Strategies for Second Dose 
Receipt. Northern Utah Immunization Coalition.  

Ogden, UT 

   01/2023 Invited Speaker. Intervening to Improve HPV Vaccination with Rural 
Communities. HPV Cancer Prevention Program. St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital   

Virtual  

   02/2023 Invited to present opening remarks. Reconvene, Reimagine, Reset: The 
HPV Cancer Center Consortium. National Cancer Institute 

Virtual  

   03/2023 Invited Moderator. Wide Open Spaces: Improving HPV Cancer 
Prevention with Rural Communities. HPV Cancer Prevention Program. 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital   

Virtual  

   05/2023 Invited Panel Presenter: Cancer Prevention with the HPV Vaccine. 
Wyoming Immunization Conference  

Casper, WY 
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3. Posters 
 

Dates Title, Sponsor Location 
04/2005 *#Kepka, D., Ayala, G. X., Willard, R., & Ornelas, I. Self-rated health 

measure relates to self-reported health behaviors but not BMI for 
Latinos in central North Carolina. Annals of Behavioral Medicine, 29, 
S137. 
Annual Conference of the Society of Behavioral Medicine. 

Boston, MA 

06/2007 *#Kepka, D., Ayala, G. X., & Cherrington, A. How do health 
behaviors and body mass index (BMI) relate to self-rated health for 
Latino immigrants? Academy Health Annual Research Meeting. 

Orlando, FL 

06/2007 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. 14th Annual NRSA 
Trainees Research Conference. 

Washington, DC 

08/2008 *#Curioso, W. H., Kepka, D., Cabello, R., Segura, P., & Kurth, A. 
E. Living with HIV/AIDS stigma in Lima, Peru. International AIDS 
Conference. 

Mexico City, Mexico 

08/2008 *#Kepka, D., Curioso, W. H., Cabello, R., Segura, P., & Kurth, A. 
E. HIV/AIDS Beliefs and Adaptation to Living with HIV in Lima, 
Peru. 
International AIDS Conference. 

Mexico City, Mexico 

10/2008 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. American Public 
Health Association Meeting. 

San Diego, CA 

06/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. Academy Health 
Disparities Interest Group Meeting. 

Chicago, IL 

06/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. “I don’t 
know much about the vaccine. I haven’t heard anything.” - Cervical 
cancer, HPV & HPV vaccine awareness among rural Latino parents. 
Academy Health Annual Research Meeting. 

Chicago, IL 

06/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. Academy Health 
Annual Research Meeting. 

Chicago, IL 

10/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. 
Acculturation and HPV infection among US Latinas. International Cancer 
Education Conference. 

Houston, TX 

10/2009 *#Kepka, D., Thompson, B., Coronado, G., & Rodriguez, H. “I don’t 
know much about the vaccine. I haven’t heard anything.” - Cervical 
cancer, HPV & HPV vaccine awareness among rural Latino parents. 
International Cancer Education Conference. 

Houston, TX 

04/2010 *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. Evaluation 
of a radionovela to promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge 
among rural Hispanic parents. Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual 
Meeting. 

Seattle, WA 
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  04/2010 *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. Evaluation 
of a radionovela to promote HPV vaccine awareness and knowledge 
among rural Hispanic parents. Biobehavioral Cancer Prevention Annual 
Symposium, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. 

Seattle, WA 

 11/2010 *#Kepka, D., Coronado, G., Rodriguez, H., & Thompson, B. 
Awareness and knowledge of HPV and the HPV vaccine among 
parents of adolescent Latinas. American Public Health Association 
Annual Meeting. 

Denver, CO 

 11/2011 *#Kepka, D., & Yabroff, K. R. Non-physician providers and receipt of 
Pap test, mammogram, and health behavior counseling. American 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting. 

Washington, DC 

  09/2013 *#Kepka, D., Spigarelli, M., Mihalopoulos, N., Bodson, J., & Kinney, 
A. Low levels of provider recommendation for and intention to receive 
the  HPV vaccine in Utah. American Association for Cancer 
Education. 

Seattle, WA 

  03/2014 *#+Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. Barriers and facilitators to uptake of 
the  HPV vaccine among a Latino population in the Intermountain 
West. American Society of Preventive Oncology annual meeting. 

Arlington, VA 

  04/2014 Warner EL, Kepka D. Barriers and Facilitators to uptake of the HPV 
vaccine among a Latino population in the Intermountain West. Utah 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting. 

Provo, UT 

  04/2014 *#Wilson, A. R., Kepka, D., Gren, L. H., Taylor, B., Hashibe, M., & Egger, 
M. J. Factors related to HPV vaccine uptake & 3-dose completion in 
women ages 18-26 in Utah. Annual Utah Conference for Public Health. 

Provo, UT 

  04/2014 *#Zhang, K., +Warner, E., & Kepka, D. Factors related to HPV 
vaccination among Latino adolescents in Utah: A parent survey. 
Utah  Public Health Association. 

Provo, UT 

  05/2014 *#Spiess, Fortenberry, K., Sanyer, O., Kepka, D., & +Warner, E. 
L.  Assessing and improving HPV vaccination rates in primary 
care: A continuous quality improvement project. 47th STFM 
Annual Spring  Conference. 

San Antonio, TX 

  09/2014 *#+Lai, D., +Borerro, M., +Warner, E., Tavake-Pasi, F., Napia, E., 
Rickard, S., Viallta, J., Nash, I., Mukundente, V., Davis, F., Lee, 
D., Aiono, H., & Kepka, D. HPV vaccine knowledge among five 
ethnic communities in Utah. Women’s Health Sex and Gender 
Research Conference: Infofair. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

03/2015 *#+Warner, E. L., Ding, Q., Boucher, K., & Kepka, D. Utah statewide 
provider survey: Younger pediatricians and those of LDS religion 
report lowest HPV vaccine knowledge. American Society of Preventive 
Oncology. 

Birmingham, AL 

04/2015 *#Fowler, B., Bodson, J., +Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. HPV 
vaccination knowledge among a sample of Utah Latinas with low 
cervical cancer screening. Utah Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#+Mooney, R., Bodson, J., +Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. Demographic 
factors associated with not being up to date on cervical cancer 
screening among Latina women. Health Services Research Annual 
Conference. 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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04/2015 *#+Mooney, R., Bodson, J., +Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. Self-reported 
factors associated with not being up-to-date on cervical cancer 
screening among Latina women in Salt Lake City. Utah Public Health 
Association. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#+Ayres, S., Bodson, J., +Warner, E., +Mooney, R., & Kepka, D. 
Demographic characteristics related to not being up to date with 
cervical cancer screening among Latinas. Health Services Research 
Annual Conference. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2015 *#+Ayres, S., Bodson, J., +Warner, E., +Mooney, R., & Kepka, D. 
Findings suggest that age and self-identified health status affect 
cervical cancer screening among Latinas. Utah Public Health 
Association Annual  Meeting. 

Layton, UT 

04/2015 *#+Lai, D., Qian, D., +Warner, E., Bodson, J., & Kepka, D. 
Multivariate analysis of female HPV vaccination rates in the 
Intermountain West. Western Institute of Nursing’s 48th Annual 
Communicating Nursing  Research Conference. 

Albuquerque, NM 

04/2015 *#+Warner, E. L., Bodson, J., +Borrero, M., +Lai, D., & Kepka, D. 
Prevention care management to improve Latina’s colorectal cancer 
screening. Western Institutes of Nursing Conference Annual 
Conference. 

Albuquerque NM 

04/2015 *#+Lai, D., Qian, D., +Warner, E., Bodson, J., & Kepka, D. 
Multivariable  analysis of HPV vaccine initiation among females in the 
Intermountain West. 36th Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the 
Society of Behavioral Medicine. 

San Antonio, TX 

09/2015 *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., Hawkins, A., +Warner, E., & Boucher, K. Factors 
associated with improved receipt of the HPV vaccine in U.S. male 
adolescents include Hispanic ethnicity and receipt other recommended 
vaccines. 30th International Papillomavirus Conference & Clinical and 
Public Health Workshops (HPV 2015). 

Lisbon, Portugal 

09/2015 
 

*#Kepka, D., Balch, A., +Warner, E., & Spigarelli, M. High number of 
missed opportunities for the HPV vaccine among eligible girls and boys 
shown in statewide vaccine registry data. 30th International 
Papillomavirus Conference & Clinical and Public Health Workshops 
(HPV 2015). 

Lisbon, Portugal 

10/2015 *#+Lai, D., Ding, Q., +Warner, E. L., Bodson, J., & Kepka, D. Younger 
parental age, older adolescent age, and receipt of other 
immunizations are associated with HPV vaccination in the 
Intermountain West. Cancer Institute conference, Translating Cancer 
Epidemiology: From cells to clinic to population. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

10/2015 *#Fowler, B., Bodson, J., +Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. HPV 
vaccination knowledge among a sample of Utah Latinas with low 
cervical cancer screening. Huntsman Cancer Institute conference, 
Translating Cancer Epidemiology: From cells to clinic to population. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

10/2015 *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., Pappas, L., Boucher, K., Akerley, W., Fowler, 
B., Wu, Y., Kaphingst, K., & Kirchhoff, A. High radon and higher 
incidence of  lung cancer in nonmetropolitan areas. Huntsman Cancer 
Institute conference, Translating Cancer Epidemiology: From cells to 
clinic to population. 

Salt Lake City, UT 
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10/2015 *#Bodson, J., Wilson, A., +Warner, E. L., & Kepka, D. Associations 
between religious practice and HPV vaccine knowledge and 
utilization among young women age 18-26. Chicago Student 
Research Symposium. 

Chicago, IL. 

11/2015 *#Kepka, D., Fowler, B., & +Warner, E. Improving HPV vaccination in 
the Intermountain West. Increasing HPV Vaccination in the US: A 
Collaboration of NCI-funded Cancer Centers 2015 Summit. 

Houston, TX 

03/2016 *#Kepka, D., Ding, Q., Hawkins, A. J., Henry, K. A., +Warner, E. L., & 
Boucher, K. M. Factors associated with increased receipt of the HPV 
vaccine in U.S. male adolescents include Hispanic ethnicity and 
receiving other vaccines. American Society of Preventive Oncology. 

Columbus, OH 

03/2016 *#Fowler, B., Kepka, D., Samadder, J., Ding, Q., & Kirchhoff, A. 
Improvements in colorectal cancer incidence and mortality not 
experienced by non-metropolitan women: A population based study 
from Utah. Utah Health Services Research Conference. 

Salt Lake City,  UT 

03/2016 *#+Mooney, R., +Lai, D., Davis, F. A., Lee, D., Tavake-Pasi, F., 
Napia, E., Villalta, J., Mukundente, V., Coulter, H., Stark, L. A., 
Sanchez- Birkhead, A., & Kepka, D. A community-based 
participatory study of diverse families’ perspectives of the HPV 
vaccine. 11th Annual Health Services Research Conference. 

Salt Lake City,  UT 

04/2016 *#Fowler, B., Ding, Q., Pappas, L., Wu, Y., Linder, L., Wright, J., Clayton, 
M., Kepka, D., & Kirchhoff, A. Utah cancer survivors: A comprehensive 
comparison of health-related outcomes between survivors and individuals 
without a history of cancer. Utah Public Health Association Conference. 

Salt Lake City, UT. 

04/2016 *#+Lai, D., Bodson, J., Davis, F. A., Lee, D., Tavake-Pasi, F., Napia, E., 
Villalta, J., Mukundente, V., +Mooney, R., Coulter, H., Stark., L.A., 
Sanchez-Birkhead, A., & Kepka, D. Diverse families’ perspectives of 
HPV vaccine information. 49th Annual Communicating Nursing 
Research 
Conference of the Western Institute of Nursing. 

Anaheim, CA 

04/2016 *#+Mooney, R., +Lai, D., Davis, F. A., Lee, D., Tavake-Pasi, F., 
Napia, E., Villalta, J., Mukundente, V., Coulter, H., Stark, L. A., 
Sanchez- Birkhead, A., & Kepka, D. A community-based 
participatory study of diverse families’ perspectives of the HPV 
vaccine. Utah Public Health Association Conference. 

Salt Lake City,   UT 

01/2017 *#+Warner, E. L., Warner, Z., Reid, B., Auguste, P., Torres, D., Fam, 
M., Gillet-Ellrington, A., Kraybill, M., & Kepka D. The cancer PEAK 
study: A cancer prevention education needs assessment in a remote 
Caribbean community. Extreme Affordability Conference. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 02/2017 *#Kepka, D., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., +Martel, L., +Mooney, R., 
Winkler, J., Dixon, B., & Pinzon, L. M. HPV vaccine knowledge and 
attitudes among dental health professional students in the United 
States. HPV 2017: 31st International Papillomavirus Conference. 

Cape Town, South 
Africa 

 02/2017 *#Kepka, D., +Lai, D., Bodson, J., Davis, F. A., Lee, D., Tavake-Pasi, 
F., Napia., E., Villalta, J., Mukundente, V., +Mooney, R., Coulter, H., 
Sanchez-Birkhead, A., +Martel, L., & Stark, L. A. Diverse families’ 
experiences with HPV vaccine information sources: A community-
based participatory approach. HPV 2017: 31st International 
Papillomavirus Conference. 

Cape Town, South 
Africa 
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 02/2017 *#Pinzon, L. M., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., Martel, L., +Mooney, R., 
Dixon, B., Winkler, J., & Kepka, D. L. Knowledge that dental and 
dental hygienist students have regarding HPV associated 
oropharyngeal- cancers. HPV 2017: 31st International Papillomavirus 
Conference. 

Cape Town, South 
Africa 

  03/2017 *#Dixon, B. L., Winkler, J. R., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., Pinzon, L. M., 
+Mooney, R., +Martel, L., & Kepka, D. L. A dental hygiene student 
survey regarding HPV related oropharyngeal cancers. American 
Dental Education Association Annual Session & Exhibition. 

Long Beach, CA 

  03/2017 *#Winkler, J. R., Kepka, D., Dixon, B. L., Fowler, B., +Mooney, R., 
+Lai, D., +Rutkoski, H., & Pinzon, L. Knowledge dental/dental hygiene 
students have regarding HPV associated oropharyngeal-cancers. 
American Academy of Dental Research & International Association of 
Dental Research General Session and Exhibition. 

San Francisco, CA 

  05/2017 *#+Warner, E. L., Fowler, B., +Martel, L., & Kepka, D. Improving HPV 
vaccination through a diverse multi-state coalition. National Cancer 
Institute’s and Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s 4th Annual 
Increasing HPV Vaccination in the US. 

Charleston, SC 

 03/2018 *#Martin, S., +Warner, E. L., Kirchhoff, A., +Mooney, R., +Martel, L., & 
Kepka, D. An electronic medical record alert intervention to improve 
HPV vaccination among eligible male college students at a University 
student health center. Annual American Society of Preventive Oncology 
Conference. 

New York, NY 

 03/2018 *#Martel, L, Gee, A, Akerley, W, Harding, G, Ou, J, Kirchhoff, A, & 
Kepka, D. Few know that radon gas leads to lung cancer in EPA-
defined moderate to high radon counties in Utah. Annual American 
Society of Preventative Oncology Conference. Awarded Top Poster in 
2018.  

New York, NY 

 03/2018 *#Warner, Z., +Warner, E. L., Reid, B., Auguste, P., Kraybill, M., Gillet-
Ellrington, A., & Kepka, D. Knowledge and awareness of HPV, HPV 
vaccination, and Cervical cancer among an indigenous Caribbean 
community. 9th Annual Consortium of Universities for Global Health 
Conference. 

New York, NY 

 03/2018 *#Auguste, P., +Warner, E. L., Reid, B., Warner, Z., Kraybill, M., Gillet-
Ellrington, A., & Kepka, D. Knowledge and beliefs about cancer and 
cancer risk in the indigenous population of Dominica: The cancer 
prevention education assessment of the Kalinago (PEAK) study. 9th 
Annual Consortium of Universities for Global Health Conference. 

New York, NY 

03/2018 *#Reid, B., Fam, M., +Warner, E. L., Warner, Z., Auguste, P., Kraybill, 
M., Gillet-Ellrington, A., & Kepka, D. The Cancer prevention education 
assessment of the Kalinago (PEAK) study: Knowledge and awareness 
of colorectal cancer among an indigenous Caribbean community. 9th 
Annual Consortium of Universities for Global Health Conference. 

New York City, NY 

03/2018 *#Pinzon, L. M., Velazquez, A., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., +Martel, L., 
Pappas, L., Godin, S., Dixon, B. L., Winkler, J. R., & Kepka, D. 
Validation of an HPV Survey of dental students in Latin-America. 2018 
AADR/CADR Annual Meeting. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
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04/2018 Warner EL, Martel L, Ou JY, Nam G, Carbajal-Salisbury S, Fuentes V, 
Kirchhoff AC, Kepka D. Workplace-based educational intervention 
improves Latinos’ knowledge of and adherence to cancer screenings. 
Society of Behavioral Medicine annual conference. 

New Orleans, LA 

06/2018 *#Dixon, B. L., +Rutkoski, H., Pinzon, L. M., Winkler, J. R., Kepka, D., 
+Lai, D., & +Martel, L. Dental hygiene and dental student knowledge of 
HPV-related oropharyngeal cancer and HPV vaccination. Poster 
Session accepted at the American Dental Hygienists’ Association 2018 
Annual Conference. 

Columbus, OH 

07/2018 *#Velazquez, A., Kepka, D. L., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., +Martel, L., 
Dixon, B., Winkler, J. R., &Pinzon. L. M. Internal consistency of Latin 
America dental HPV-OPC knowledge scales. International Association 
of Dental Research General Session. 

London, England 

07/2018 *#Pinzon, L. M., Velazquez, A., +Rutkoski, H., +Lai, D., +Martel, L., 
Pappas, L., Dixon, B. L., Winkler, J. R., & Kepka, D. Latin America 
dental students and residents’ knowledge of HPV-OPC cancer. 
International Association of Dental Research General Session. 

London, England 

07/2018 Winkler, J. R., Dixon, B. L., +Rutkoski, H., Pinzon, L. M., +Lai, D., 
Velazquez, A., +Martel, L., & Kepka, D. Oral healthcare student 
knowledge of HPV, oropharyngeal cancer and vaccination. Poster 
session accepted at the International Association of Dental Research 
General Session. 

London, England 

07/2018 *#Kepka, D., Bodson, J., +Lai, D., Mooney, R., Tavake-Pasi, F., Napia, 
E., Davis, F.A., Lee, D., Mukundente, V., Birkhead, A.S., Villalta, J., 
Coulter, H., & Stark, L.A. Factors associated with Human 
Papillomavirus Vaccination among diverse U.S. adolescents in a 
region with low HPV vaccination rates. 5th Extreme Affordability 
Conference. Ensign College of Public Health. Received First Place 
Poster Award. 

Kpong, Ghana 

07/2018 Tay, D. L., +Sneddy, E., & Kepka, D. Healthcare provider and 
healthcare system factors to support HPV vaccination in a state with 
low HPV vaccine uptake. Extreme Affordability Conference. Ensign 
College of Public Health. 

Kpong, Ghana 

07/2018 Sneddy, E., +Tay, D.L., Kepka, D. Engaging communities in cancer 
prevention. Extreme Affordability Conference. Ensign College of Public 
Health. 

Kpong, Ghana 

10/2018 Kepka, D, Rutkoski, H., Pappas, L, Lai, D, Winkler, J, Dixon, B, Pinzon, 
L. Willingness of oral health students to train and administer the HPV 
vaccine in the dental setting. IPVC: International Papillomavirus 
Conference. 

Sydney, Australia 

12/2018 Kepka, D, Rutkoski, H., Pappas, L, Lai, D, Winkler, J, Dixon, B, Pinzon, 
L. Willingness of oral health students to train and administer the HPV 
vaccine in the dental setting. Eurogin: International Multidisciplinary HPV 
Congress.  

Lisbon, Portugal 

11/2019 
 

Kepka, D…Barriers to HPV Vaccination among Rural Primary Care 
Providers. NCI-Designated Cancer Center HPV Vaccination Summit 

Dallas, Texas 

07/2020 Kepka, D…United States Oral Health Students Willingess to Train and 
Administer the HPV Vaccine in Dental Practices 

Virtual IPVS Meeting 
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10/2020 Kepka, D., Gee, A., Praag, A… HPV Vaccine Recommendations and 
Challenges Among Rural Providers In The Mountain West 

APHA 2020 Virtual 
Conference 

04/2021 Mann S, Kepka D, Christini K. COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy among 
Young Adults in the Mountain West. Utah Inter-professional Symposium 
for Underserved, Rural, and Global Health Education (SURGE). 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2023 Tovar I, Christini K, Richardson R, Aanderud- Tanner H, Petrik A, 
Coronado G, Kepka D. Vaccine Hesitancy & Effects of Rurality Among 
Young Adults (YAs) and Hispanic/Latino/a, Western US, 2020-2021. 
Huntsman Cancer Institute Retreat. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2023 Gubler, S., Christini, K., Slagle, B., Tovar, I., Avizonis, V., Verdeja, M., 
Soisson, S., Peterson, K., Chang, C.-P., Kirchhoff, A., Waters, A., Harris, 
K., Hashibe, M., Davis, N., Onega, T., & Kepka, D. HPV Vaccine 
Hesitancy and Health-Seeking Behavior in Rural Utah. HCI Research 
Retreat: Discovery, Innovation, and Celebration. 

Salt Lake City, UT 

04/2023 Christini K, Aanderud Tanner H, Richardson R, Petrik A, Coronado G, 
Kepka D. Higher levels of HPV vaccine hesitancy among Hispanic rural 
young adults in the western U.S., 2020-2021. Digital Poster. 35th Annual 
International Papillomavirus Conference. 

Washington, DC 

04/2023 Tovar I, Christini K, Richardson R, Aanderud Tanner H, Petrik A, 
Coronado G, Kepka D. Vaccine Hesitancy and Effects of Rurality Among 
Young Adults (YAs), Western US, 2020-2021. Society of Behavioral 
Medicine Conference. 

Phoenix, AZ 

06/2023 Kepka D, Christini K, Aanderud Tanner H, Richardson R, Petrik A, 
Coronado G. Hispanic Ethnicity, Rurality, and Non-Binary Gender Relate 
to Higher Levels of Vaccine Hesitancy Among Young Adults. 2023 
AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting  

Seattle, WA 

   

4. Media 
 

Dates Title/Topic Type of Media 
05/2013 Cervical Cancer Prevention. Community Affairs Program. Univision 

TV. 
Television Interview 

10/2013 Use of HPV Vaccine for Youths in Utah is Low. Salt Lake Tribune. News Article 

10/2013 HPV and Cervical Cancer Program. La Jefa Radio AM 1490 &1550. Radio Interview 
11/2013 Pap Tests Not Necessary for Seniors and Hysterectomy Patients. 

Health & Wellness. 
News Article 

11/2013 Cervical Cancer Screening Overused in Some Groups of 
Women.  ReadMedicalNews. 

News Article 

11/2013 Muchos Papanicolau Son Innecesarios. UnivisionSalud. News Article 

11/2013 US Doctors Overusing Pap Tests. Health24. News Article 
11/2013 Pap Tests Not Necessary for Seniors and Hysterectomy 

Patients.  Wellsphere. 
News Article 

11/2013 Older Women Still Getting Pap Smears despite Guidelines. The 
Doctor’s Channel. 

Video Interview 

11/2013 Older Women Still Getting Pap Smears Despite Guidelines. 92.1 
Big  Country. 

Radio Interview 
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11/2013 Older Women Still Getting Pap Smears Despite 
Guidelines. Yahoo!Health. 

News Article 

11/2013 Older Women Still Getting Pap Smears Despite Guidelines. 
Reuters News. 

News Article 

11/2013 Many Women Receive Unnecessary Pap Tests, Study 
Finds. Health Day. U.S. News & World Report. 

News Article 

11/2013 Utah Study: Unnecessary Pap Tests Still Common. The Salt 
Lake Tribune. 

News Article 

11/2013 Millions of Unnecessary Pap Tests. Daily RX News and DailyRX TV. News Article 

11/2013 Utah Study: Unnecessary Pap Tests Still Common. 
TopNewsToday.org. 

News Article 

11/2013 Utah Study: Unnecessary Pap Tests Still Common. ALLVOICES. News Article 

11/2013 Pap Tests: Cervical Cancer Screenings Overused? Guardian Liberty 
Voice. 

News Article 

11/2013 Cervical Cancer Screening Overused in Some Groups of 
Women. ScienceNewsline. 

News Article 

11/2013 Older Women Still Getting Pap Smears Despite Guidelines. 
Health e Galaxy. 

News Article 

11/2013 Cervical Cancer Screenings Overused in Some Groups of 
Women. Science Daily. 

News Article 

11/2013 Cervical Cancer Screenings Overused in Some Groups of 
Women. Newswise. 

News Article 

12/2013 Cervical Cancer Screening Overused in Women at Low Risk. 
HemOnc Today. 

News Article 

12/2013 Many Women Receive Unnecessary Pap Tests. Qatar Tribune. News Article 
02/2014 Pap Smears in Perpetuity. The New York Times. News Article 

02/2015 Utah Has the Lowest Vaccination Rates of This Cancer-
Reducing Vaccine, The Scope. University of Utah Health 
Sciences Radio. 

Radio Interview 

01/2016 HPV Vaccine Uptake is Highest among Gin High Poverty, 
Majority  Hispanic Communities. Science Daily. 

News Article 

01/2016 What You Don’t Know about the HPV Vaccine May Hurt You. 
Deseret News Utah. 

News Article 

09/2016 A Vaccine Prevents Cancer, Yet Few Use It. KOMO News. News Article 

11/2016 “Someone You Love: The HPV Epidemic” Screened at DSU. Dixie 
Sun Times. 

News Article 

01/2017 CDC Updates HPV Vaccine Recommendation: Utah Remains 
among Least-Vaccinated States. Fox 13 Now. 

News Article 

01/2017 Utah’s Youth Still Have Trouble Accessing, Completing HPV 
Vaccine. St. George Daily Spectrum. 

News Article 

01/2017 Check your Health: The HPV Vaccine. KUTV 2 News. Video Interview 

04/2017 The Island Wave. Podcast. Podcast Interview 
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08/2017 Religious Young Women Less Educated about HPV Vaccine. Reuters. News Article 
08/2017 Study Shows Religious Women Less Informed About HPV. Radio Interview 
01/2018 HPV/Cervical Health Month Twitter Chat. Twitter Chat 

03/2018 Media Interview with Fox. Fox 13 Now. News Interview 

05/2018 Preventing Cancer with Deanna Kepka. Discussion with Nathan 
Eckel on Be The Talk. 

Facebook Live Interview 

06/2019 HPV Vaccine Now Recommended through Age 45 in Some Cases The Washington Post 

12/2019 A Preventable Malignancy Knowable Magazine 

02/2020 A Cancer Vaccine? University of Utah Health Blog 
07/2020 Why Utah Health Officials Call Future COVID-19 Vaccine Best Path 

to  Herd Immunity 
Deseret News 

08/2020 Salt Lake City Mural Features 250 Utah Women from Past, Present 
in honor of suffrage milestones 

The Salt Lake Tribune 

06/2021 More Screening Needed for Non-Cervical HPV-Related Cancers Clinical Oncology News 

05/2021 The Sticking Point: What the history of vaccines can tell us about 
the COVID crisis. 

University of Utah Magazine 

07/2021 COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Among Adolescent and Young Adult 
Cancer Survivors 

VPCAT Victories Newsletter 

07/2021 Federal Agencies’ Investment in Rural Cancer Control Fosters 
Partnerships between Researchers and Rural Communities 

The Rural Monitor 

11/2022 Here’s a vaccine Utahns have heartily embraced The Salt Lake Tribune 

11/2022 CDC data suggests attitudes are shifting about HPV vaccine: Utah 
vaccine rates among teens increased more than 16% 

EurekAlert 

11/2022 HPV vaccine rate for Utah teens increasing KSL NewsRadio 102.7 FM 

02/2023 Teton County has ‘room’ to vaccinate more kids against cancer Jackson Hole News & Guide 

02/2023 Featured on public affairs show for Tongan and Pacific Islanders in 
Utah and worldwide. In a discussion with pharmacist Siu'ea Kupu 
from Tala Koula, Dr. Kepka spoke about HPV, HPV vaccination and 
cervical cancer screening and prevention.   

Talakoula 90.9 FM  
KRCL Radio 

 

H. FACULTY PRACTICE: N/A 
 
I. PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS & SERVICE 

 

1. College of Nursing Committees 
 

Years Committee Role 
2012-2018 Sunshine Fund Coordinator 

2012-2013 
2019-present 

Retention, Tenure, and Promotion Review Committee, 
Career Line & Tenure Line 

Member 



UNIVERSITY OF UTAH COLLEGE OF NURSING 
ACADEMIC VITA 

39 

 

 

2012-2014 
2018-2020 
2021-2023  

Research Committee Member, Chair-elect, 
Chair (2022-23) 

2012-present PhD Committee Member 
2015-2018 Women’s Health Synergy Group Leader 
2016-2018, 
2022-present 

Awards and Recognition Committee Member 

2017-2020 College Council Executive Committee Chair (18-19), Member 
2018-2020 Academic Program Team Member 
2021-present Advanced Nursing Practice Curriculum Committee Member 
2019-2024 Global Health Committee Co-Chair and Chair 

 

2. Health Sciences Center Committees 
 

Years Committee Role 
2014-present University of Utah Center of Excellence in Women’s Health Advisory Board 

Member 

2014-2017 Health Disparities and Cancer Prevention, Cancer Control and 
Population Sciences, Huntsman Cancer Institute 

Leader 

2015 Center for Clinical and Translational Science Seed Grant 
Proposal Review Committee 

Member 

2017-present Community Engagement Working Group Participant 
2022-present Clinical & Translational Science Institute’s (CTSI) Research 

Scientific Advisors (RSA) Committee 
Reviewer 

2022-present Women Leaders in Global Health Member 
 

3. University Committees 
 

Years Committee Role 
2012-2016 University Research Committee Member 

2015-2017 Health Disparities and Cancer Prevention Interest Group, 
Huntsman Cancer Institute 

Team Leader 

2018-present Rural Health Working Group, Huntsman Cancer Institute Member 
2018-present Global Health Steering Committee Member 
2022 University of Utah School of Medicine Applicant Review 

Committee 
Member 

 
4. Professional Organizations 

 
Years Organization Role 
2005-2011 Society of Behavioral Medicine Member 

2006-2010 American Public Health Association Member 



UNIVERSITY OF UTAH COLLEGE OF NURSING 
ACADEMIC VITA 

40 

 

 

2010-present American Society of Preventive Oncology Member 
2012-present Utah Cancer Action Network Member 

2013-present Utah Vaccine Advisory Committee Invited Participant 

2013-present Utah Public Health Association Member 
2012-present American Association for Cancer Education Member 
2014-present Intermountain West HPV Vaccination Coalition Founder/Director 
2015-present International Papillomavirus Society Member 
2019-present Intermountain Healthcare Immunizations Community 

Collaborative 
Member 

2022-present Northern Utah Immunization Coalition Member 
2023 AcademyHealth Member 

 

5. Consultation and Boards 
 

Mo/Yr Firm/Client Role 
2013-present Utah Department of Health HPV Vaccine Campaign Expert Consultant 

2015 Utah Cancer Control Planning Committee - HPV Vaccination 
Priorities (2016-2020) 

Coordinator 

2016-2019 American Cancer Society National HPV Vaccination Roundtable Sub-Group Leader 
& Invited Member 

2016-2020 Utah HPV Vaccination Working Group (Utah Department of 
Health and American Cancer Society – Utah Chapter) 

Content Expert 

2017-present Utah Department of Health Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance 
System (BRFSS) Advisory Committee 

Voting Member 

2015-present Utah Scientific Vaccinations Committee Invited Non-voting 
Member 

2018-2022 National Cancer Institute Rural Supplement Models of Care 
Working Group 

Co-leader 

2019-present NCI Cancer Centers HPV Vaccination Summit Planning 
Committee 

Member 

2022-present Society for Women’s Health Research HPV 
Vaccination Expert Committee 

Member 

2022-present St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital and Cancer Research 
Center HPV Vaccination Committee (Rural Expert 
Panel) 

Member 

 
Other 

 
Years Organization Role 

2017-present Consortium for Families and Health Research (C-FAHR), 
University of Utah 

Affiliated Member 
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2017-2018 NCI Cancer Center HPV Vaccination Meeting, June 7-8, 2018, 
Huntsman Cancer Institute, Salt Lake City 

Host and Planning 
Chair 

2022-Present NCI HPV Cancer Center Consortium  Member 

2022-2023 HCI Cancer Center Research Retreat, Discovery Innovation, 
and Celebration. Planning Committee  

Member 

 
J. COMMUNITY SERVICE: 

 
Years Organization Role 
2012-present Utah Women’s Health Coalition Member/Secretary 

2016-2020 Utah HPV Vaccination Working Group HPV Vaccination 
Provider Training Workshops for Rural Providers 

Content Expert 

2016-2020 Hope Lodge HPV Vaccination Working Group Content Expert 

2021-2023 YWCA of Utah Awards Selection Committee Member 
 

K. INTERNATIONAL TEACHING AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES: 
 

Years Project/Organization Role 
2015-present Attitudes Towards Integrating the HPV Vaccine into Current 

Health Practices: A Survey Among Health Care Professionals in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Faculty Advisor / 
Principal Investigator 

2016-2019 International Indigenous HPV Alliance (IIHpvA) Member 

2016-2021 The Cancer PEAK Study: Cancer Prevention and Education 
Assessment of the Kalinago (Dominica, Caribbean). Grant 
received by Echo Warner (PhD Student, Nursing) to pursue 
study from Ross University School of Medicine, Portsmouth, 
Dominica. 

Faculty Advisor 

2016-2021 Pilot Test of Survey of HPV Oropharyngeal Cancer and HPV 
Vaccination Training among Dental Students in Columbia and 
Mexico 

Co- Investigator / 
Research Advisor 

2022 Hosted a Human Papillomavirus Vaccination and Cervical 
Cancer Prevention Bootcamp Training Workshop at Clarke 
International University in Kampala, Uganda. 

Facilitator and Speaker  

 
L. OTHER: N/A 

 

SECTION II 
 

M. CURRENT & PAST AREAS OF TEACHING RESPONSIBILITY 
 

1. Courses Taught Over Past 10 Years 
 

Year Course No. Title Credits Students Role 

Su 2013 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 19 Co-Instructor 

https://ciu.ac.ug/
https://ciu.ac.ug/
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F 2013 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 53 Co-Instructor 
Su 2014 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 18 Single Instructor 
Su 2015 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 8 Co-Instructor 
F 2015 NURS 7406 Critical Appraisal and Synthesis of 

the Literature 
2.0 8 Co-Instructor 

Sp 2016 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 35 Single Instructor 
Su 2016 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 3 Single Instructor 
F 2016 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0  35 Single Instructor 
Su 2017 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 9 Single Instructor 
Sp 2018 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 41 Single Instructor 
Su 2018 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 9 Single Instructor 
Sp 2019 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 30 Single Instructor 
Su 2019 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 4 Single Instructor 

   Su 2019 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 5 Single Instructor 
   Su 2020 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 3.0 8 Single Instructor 
   Su 2020 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 3.0 7 Single Instructor 
   Sp 2021 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 3.0 7 Single Instructor 
   Sp 2022 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 3.0 11 Single Instructor 
   Su 2022 NURS 6711 Health Systems II  3.0 52 Co-Instructor 
   F 2022 NURS 6701 Fundamentals of Epidemiology and 

Biostatistics  
1.5 90 Co-Instructor 

   S2023 NURS 7106 Context for Advancing Science 2.0 9 Single Instructor 
      

2. Development of New Courses 
 

Year Course No. Title Credits Students Role 

Su 2013 NURS 7510 Social Context of Medicine 3.0 19 Co-Instructor 
 

3. Honors Students Supervised or Taught 
 

Year Level/Student Name  

2018 Barbara Kufiadan (Health Sciences LEAP Program student) 

2018 Maya Correa (Health Sciences LEAP Program student) 

2019 Jeanelle Webb (Health Sciences LEAP Program student) 
 

4. Independent Study / Faculty Consultation 
 

Year Level/Student Name 
2015 Djin Lai (University of Utah, PhD Student, Nursing Research Immersion) 

2017 Victoria Nickels (Roseman University of Health Sciences, Pharmacy Fellow) 
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2017- 18 Alexandra Gee (University of Utah, PhD Student, Nursing Research Immersion) 
2018 Elisha Sneddy (University of New Mexico, B.S. Student, Native American Summer 

Research Internship Program) 

2020 Jeanelle Webb (University of Utah College of Nursing) Undergraduate Honors 
Program) 

2020-21 Kimberly Garcia (UHELM Mentee, Utah Health Equity Leadership and Mentoring) 

2021-
present 

Amy Mhatre-Owens (PhD student, College of Nursing, University of Utah) 

2023-
present 

Judea Wiggins (UHELM Mentee, Utah Health Equity Leadership and Mentoring) 

 
5. Graduate Students Supervision 

 

A. Master’s Thesis / Projects 
Year Student Name Role 

2013 Ke Zhang MPH Practicum Supervisor 

2013 Kory Flemming MPH Practicum Supervisor 
2017 Laura Martel MPH Practicum Supervisor 
2018 Sarah Clasby MPH Practicum Supervisor 
2018 Anastasia Borodai MPH Practicum Supervisor 
2020-22 Sara Mann MPH Practicum Supervisor 
2023 Ida Tovar MPH Practicum Supervisor  

 

B. Dissertations: 
Year Student Name Role 

2015-18 Angela Njenga Committee Member 
2017-20 Susan Gallagher Chair 

2019 Adonica Ihlani Limon Committee Member 
2019-23 Alex Gee Committee Member 

 
C. DNP Capstone 

Year Student Name Role 

2014 Teresa Garrett Content Expert 

2016 Jocelyn Yale Content Expert 

2017 Jedediah Kowalski Content Expert 
2017 Huyen Hardy Content Expert 

2018 Farah Baptiste Content Expert 
2019 Nathan Wiley Content Expert 
2020 Anna Amelia Wagner Content Expert 



UNIVERSITY OF UTAH COLLEGE OF NURSING 
ACADEMIC VITA 

44 

 

 

2022 Zachary Krush Content Expert 
 

D. Medical School Research Projects 
Year Student Name Role 

2014 Maria Borrero Medical School Research Project Supervisor 
2015 Theresa Pham Medical School Research Project Supervisor 
2015 Isabel Vanderslice Medical School Research Project Supervisor 

2015 Kianna Shotorbani Medical School Research Project Supervisor 

2016 Jefferson Pontsler Medical Student at San Juan Bautista School of 
Medicine, Caguas, Puerto Rico 

2017 Michael Adams Medical School Research Project Supervisor 
 

E. Summer Student Internships 
Year Student Name Role 
2018 Elisha Sneddy Native American Research Internship Mentor 

2019 Jeri Garfield Native American Research Internship Mentor 

2023 Mya Thomas 5 For The Fight (5FTF) Cancer Research Scholar 
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