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Education

Ph.D. 
Spanish. University of California, Irvine. June 2006. Dissertation: Degeneration 

and Futurity: Gender and the Historical Avant-Garde in Spain. 
M.A.
Spanish. University of California, Irvine. Conferred with distinction, March 16, 

2001. Conferred March 23, 2001.

B.A.
Spanish, minor in German. Idaho State University. May 1998.

(All degrees are under the name Gary Lee Atwood)

Employment

Assistant Professor (Lecturer), Department of Languages and Literature. University of 

Utah, fall 2012-present. 
Assistant Professor of Spanish, Department of Languages and Literature. University of Utah, fall 2006- spring 2012.
Visiting Instructor of Spanish, Department of Spanish, Colby College, 2005-2006.

Teaching Experience (University of Utah)

Spring 2019
Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture”

Span 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature.”
Span 4900-003. “Spanish Literature Since 1975.”

This course will cover select authors and tendencies that have appeared in Spain since the death of the dictator Francisco Franco in 1975. We will look at post-modern contemplations on reality and identity, texts that look at memory and try to make sense of the Francoist era, the harsh neo-realism of the “Generación Kronen,” and speculative texts that forge alternative or imaginary worlds that may, indeed, help us to rethink identity, the political and the social in both current and past contexts. Given that we are looking at literature produced in a period of immense political and social changes, emphasis will be given to the construction of gender and national identities, the relation between gender construction and political power, and a consideration of the construction of the self in opposition to philosophical or social “others” but our discussions will follow wherever the texts take us. 

Fall 2018

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture.” (2 sections).

Span 4760-001 “Hispanic Poetry.’

Spring 2018
SPAN 6900. “Spanish Post-War Literature.”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture.” (2 sections)
Fall 2017

WLC 2010. “Introduction to Literature and Culture.”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture.”

Span 3070. “Introduction to Textual Analysis.”

Spring 2017

Span 3060. “Advanced Grammar and Composition”

Span 3070. “Introduction to Textual Analysis”
Span 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature”
Fall 2016

Span 3060. “Advanced Grammar and Composition”

Span 3070. “Introduction to Textual Analysis”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture”
Spring 2016
Lang 2010. “Introduction to Literature and Culture.”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture.”

Span 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature.”

Fall 2015

Lang 2010. “Introduction to Literature and Culture.”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture.”

Span 4990. “The Don Juan Figure in Spanish Literature.”
Spring 2015. 
Lang 2010. “Introduction to Literature and Culture”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture”

Span 4740. “19th/20th Century Spanish Novel: ‘Reality’ and the Divided Self”

This course is an introduction to the Spanish Novel from Realism through Postmodernism. The selected readings provide challenges to a conception of human subjectivity as internally coherent and self-knowing (the so-called “Cartesian subject”), in favor of an exploration of the contingent, uncertain and internally divided self. As such, we will explore how epistemological uncertainty shapes the aesthetic and philosophical projects of many contemporary narratives. We will also explore how the texts explore and engage with the political, economic and social milieu in which they were written.
Fall 2014.

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture”

Span 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature”

Lang 2010. “Introduction to Literature and Culture.”
Spring 2014
Span 6900. “Gender and Desire in 20th Century Spanish Literature”

This seminar surveys and examines various representations of gender, sex and sexuality in select Twentieth Century Spanish texts, and attempts to deconstruct and/or rethink those representations. We interrogate how a number of thinkers and writers address sex/gender/sexuality both overtly and obscurely, and we survey many of the contributions made by Twentieth Century Spanish essayists, novelists and poets to feminism, Gay and Lesbian studies, and Queer theory. The course is an exercise in “gendered,” “feminist,” and “queer” readings of both canonical and non-canonical texts.
ClCS 3610. “Trends in Critical Thinking”

Span 4550. “Spanish Civilization and Culture”
Fall 2013
Span 4550 “Spanish Civilization and Culture”

Span 4620 “Introduction to Spanish Literature”

Lang 2010 “Introduction to Literature and Culture”
Spring 2013

Span 4550-001 “Spanish Civilization and Culture.” (42 students)

Lang 2010-001 “Introduction to Literature and Culture.” (17 students)

Lang 2010-002 “Introduction to Literature and Culture.” (47 students)

Fall 2012

Span 4550-001 “Spanish Civilization and Culture.” (19 students)
Span 4620-001 “Introduction to Spanish Literature.” (27 students)
Lang 4990-001 “Capstone Course.”  (13 students)

Lang 4990-002 “Capstone Course.” (15 students)

Lang 4990-003 “Capstone Course.” (8 students)
Spring 2012

Span 4620-001. “Introduction to Spanish Literature.”
Span 4900-001. “Early Twentieth Century Spanish Literature.”


This class is a study of the major movements and concerns of Spanish literature 

following the loss of Spain’s colonies in the Americas and Asia. As Spain had to deal with its loss of prestige as a large empire, and with a certain amount of political unrest and regional nationalisms at home, the “question of Spain” came became increasingly pressing: what does it mean to be Spanish? Does Spain have an essential or specific character?  We will focus specifically on textual considerations of nationhood, and the representation of the individual vis-a-vis the nation. Central to our discussion, then, will be the way in which writers situate themselves regionally, nationally or continentally (as Andalusian, Galician, Spanish, European, etc.) and the attitudes their writings adopted towards notions of  belonging, social constraint and freedoms.  

Fall 2011

Spanish 6900-001. “Making 20th Century Spain.” 

This course is a consideration of the literary and rhetorical “production” of Spanish national identity in late nineteenth century and twentieth century texts. Assuming that post-colonial critiques of the modern nation-state also question the epistemological and ethical status of European national identities, in as much as those identities rest on the construction of the periphery in order to build and safe-guard the “center,” we attempt to read “post-imperial” Spain against the grain, subjecting the nation to post-colonial and post-national critique. We exam how “Spain” is constructed vis-a-vis seperatist nationalist discourses (especially Catalan and Basque nationalisms), the notion of modernity, the concept of Europe, and the exoticization of the African and/or American “Other.”  We explore competing narratives surrounding an “eternal,” “essential” or “ideal” Spain and opposing narratives of “Spanishness” as an identity that is, at best, artificial and constructed, or more severely, the discursive apparatus of imperial power, and physical and symbolic violence. Finally, we explore the way in which literary texts contest the rhetoric of nationhood, and re-imagine, reconstruct or deconstruct the Spanish nation and the nation-state.  
CLCS 4900-001. “Reading (Anti-)Bodies”

Our bodies are constantly coupled to the “outside”: to the environment, to machines, to clothing and piercings, to infections and to language. This class is a trans-cultural study of the representation of bodies in relation to the “non-body,” or rather, the boundaries that mark off or define the biological self. We will consider the relation of the body to prosthetics, disease, the eco-system, evolution and technological intervention (including liposuction, sex changes, medicine, female “circumcision,” and intersex “correction”), as well as the prosthetic grafting or inscription of specific discourses onto the body (race, gender). We will examine literature and film by Ngữgĩ Wa Thiong’o, Juan Goytisolo, Kurt Vonnegut, Jennifer Finney Boylen, Franz Kafka, Pedro Almodóvar, Lucía Puenzo, Matthew Schwartz, and Maxine Hong Kingston, among others.

Spring 2011. 

Spanish 4900-001. “Spanish Post-Modern Literature.” 
This course is designed to give students an introduction to the major concerns of post-modern literary discourse in Spain. We will seek to better understand how literature and film question or reaffirm modern epistemological models, notions of identity, and aesthetic norms. Because the post-modern is defined in varying ways, we will also explore some of the major theories of the post-modern, and study a variety of dissimilar texts. Of major concern, however, is the notion of “referentiality” or “representability,” that is the attempt to create meaning within the ambiguous contours of the limits of language, vis-a-vis the late-twentieth century distrust of absolutes or unifying theories (grand narratives)

Spanish 4720. “Hispanic Narrative.”

This course is an advanced undergraduate survey of Peninsular Spanish 20th Century Narrative Fiction, focusing on the genres of the novel and the short story (“cuento”). We will look specifically at the “anatomy,” or conventions, of these two genres, and the ways in which specific narrative texts construct or deconstruct meaning. We will pay specific attention to meta-texts, texts that contemplate the notions of writing, meaning  and textuality, often challenging our pre-conceived notions about the nature of literature. 

Fall 2010. 
Spanish 4760-001. “Hispanic Poetry: (Re)Versing Identities.” 
This course is an exploration of the intersection of poetics and identity in Spain and Latin America. Lyric poetry is traditionally understood as expressing the subjectivity of a “speaker” who addresses a “lyric object.” This relation is created textually through what has been called the “apostrophic attitude.” Often, then, the identity of the speaker is defined or stabilized by the “you.”  An analysis of poetry is one possible locus for a rhetorical analysis of individual and group identities. These analyses may ultimately serve to question our philosophical assumptions about the self, and about the representability of the subject. Since such analyses turn around a questioning of the relation of identities and textuality, we will cross the traditional fields of “Latin American” and “Peninsular” poetry, in order to investigate how different identities emerge within texts, paying attention to the poetic techniques employed in the construction of the speaker, and to the exploitation of language’s ambiguity or “indeterminacy” as a means to question those subject positions.    

Spanish 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature.”
Spring 2010

Spanish 4900-002. “Spanish Romanticism and National Discourse.”

This new course explores the interplay between national discourse and literature during the Spanish Romantic period. We will discuss notions of national allegory, as well as what Homi K. Bhabha refers to as the “pedagogical” and the “performative” temporalities of national discourse, and we will pay close attention to the ways in which the nation is constructed, deconstructed and/or reconfigured in the literary texts that we analyze. Such an analysis will necessitate in-depth discussion about the way that notions of “culture,” family and kinship, gender, and politics inform and are informed by national discourse. 

Spanish 6900-002. “Gender and Desire in Spanish Literature.”

This new seminar surveys and examines various representations of gender, sex and sexuality in select Twentieth Century Spanish texts, and attempts to deconstruct and/or rethink those representations. We interrogate how a number of thinkers and writers address sex/gender/sexuality both overtly and obscurely, and we survey many of the contributions made by Twentieth Century Spanish essayists, novelists and poets to feminism, Gay and Lesbian studies, and Queer theory. The course is an exercise in “gendered,” “feminist,” and “queer” readings of both canonical and non-canonical texts.

Fall 2009 
Spanish 4900. “Maquis, Mausers and Makeup”
New course that examines competing ideologies at play during the Spanish Civil War, during the post-war period, and after the death of Franco. Specifically, we discuss the important role that Fascism, Anarcho-syndicalism and Socialism play in the struggle for a “better” society, with attention to how national, regional and gender identities are negotiated and contested through collective memory and intellectual discourses that are exclusionary and/or contradictory. 

Spanish 4620. “Introduction to Spanish Literature.” 
Spring 2009

CLCS 4970/GNDR 5960. “Camp and the Queer “I”/Eye.”

This course examines the construction and deconstruction of gender through the parodic, hyperbolic mode known as “camp,” considering “camp” both as a way of re-writing gender and as a way of reading enacted by members of distinct cultural groups within a field of marginalized knowledges. Attention is given to both “high” and “low” genres of cultural production including comics, cinema, poetry and novel, from England, the United States, Argentina, Puerto Rico and Spain.
Spanish 6700/7900 Twentieth Century Spanish Literature: Rupture and Revision.  

Theoretical analysis of Spanish Modernist, Avant-garde, and Post-Modernist poetry, centering on changing conceptions of space and temporality, and on the dialectic of subversion and appropriation. 
Fall 2008 

Spanish 4760. Hispanic Poetry: Spain and the tradition of rupture. 
New course that explores the “subversive” role of peripheral poetry in Spain, especially avant-garde and neo-avant-garde poetic praxes, as well as the poetry of immigrants to Spain from “peripheral” countries. 
Spanish 4620.  Introduction to Spanish Literature. 
Fall 2007

CLCS. 6600. Bibliography and Research Methods. “Critical Transfusions.” 
Spanish 4620.  Introduction to Spanish Literature. 
Spanish 4990. Capstone Course (for Matt Whittaker)

Spring 2007
Spanish 6640 Graduate Seminar. “Romanticism and Realism: Space in 19th Century 

Spain.”  
Analyzed conceptualizations of space within the imagination of Romantic and Realist writers. in the nineteenth century. 
Spanish 4550. Spanish Civilization. 
Spanish 4990-048 Capstone (for Richard Scott Hughes)

Fall 2006

Spanish 4550. Spanish Civilization. 
Spanish 4740. 19th and 20th Century Spanish Novel.
Departmental Service (University of Utah)
Committee Membership:


Current PhD committee member for 2 students
Current MA committee member for 2 students
Departmental Executive Committee/Advisory Committee. Fall 2017-Spring 2018.

Departmental Executive Committee/Advisory Committee. Fall 2015-Spring 2016

Comparative Literature Advisory Committee (until Spring 2012).
Comparative Literature Subcommittee. (until Spring 2012)



Department Graduate Committee Fall 2007-Spring 2009
Search Committee, tenure-track Spanish Post-60’s position. Fall 2007-Spring 
2008.



Spanish Graduate Sub-Committee. Fall 2006-Spring 2007



Search Committee, adjunct position in Latin-American literature. Spring 2007



Search Committee, adjunct position in Peninsular Spanish literature Spring 2007


Chair, Spanish MA committee. Fall 2009-Spring 2010

Spanish M.A. committee member. 2010-2011

Spanish M.A. committee member 2011-2012.

Other Spanish MA committees:


One student, exam Spring 2018
One student, exam Spring 2007
Two students, exam Spring 2008

One student, Exam Spring 2009
One student, thesis, defended march 2013

Spanish MALP committee: 
One student. Exam Spring 2010. 

CLCS M.A. committees:

 One student Thesis Defense Spring 2016.

 Margaret Jane Stringham (Exam Spring 2014)
PhD committees:


PhD committee member, one student exam spring 2018 (Current).
PhD, one student. Committee member. Defended Spring 2012.
TAC peer-reviewer 2009-2010 cycle.  
Observed class and wrote peer review for faculty member Margaret Wan, Spring, 
2009, 
Observed class and wrote peer review for adjunct faculty member Hossam 
Ahmed, Fall 2009.

Advisor/Evaluator for student transfer credit and credit for courses taken abroad. 2010-

2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2016
Service to the community. 

L2 Center Summer Teacher Workshop. University of Utah. “Teaching and Learning 

Hispanic Culture.” July 30-31. 

Second Language Teaching and Research Center summer teacher workshop. 

Teaching and Learning Hispanic Culture. “Studying the Spanish Civil War 

through Poetry.” July 30-31, 2014.

Tanner Gateway to Learning Summer Workshop for teachers. Utopias 

and Distopias in the Spanish Speaking World, 20th Century- Present. “Remapping Identities: Spanish Fantasy and Science Fiction in the Age of Globalization.” August 4, 2010. 
Tanner Gateway to Learning Summer Workshop for teachers. Violence and 
Trauma in Twentieth Century Latin American and Spanish Literature. “Reconstructing the Spanish Civil War: (Op)positional Identities.”  August 5, 2009.  
Conference Papers
“HIV/AIDS, Corporeal Malediction and Melancholoy: Queer temporalities in Luis 
Antonio de Villena’s Madrid ha muerto.” Mid-America Conference on Hispanic Literature. University of Wisconsin, Madison. October 9-11, 2014. 
“Desire and the Uncanny (Im)materiality of Language: The Unsettling Poetry of Juan 

Eduardo Cirlot.” Kentucky Foreign Language Conference. University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky. April 14-16, 2011.
“Hetero-Hispanism and Queer Attire: The Refashioning of Empire in Pemán’s El

poema de la bestia y el ángel.” Mid-America Conferenence on Hispanic Literature. Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis Missouri. October 28-30, 2010. 
 “Prosthetic Borders and the Limits of Language: Diasporic Subjectivities in Francisco 

Zamora Loboch’s Memoria de Laberintos (1999)” South Central Modern Language Association. 65th Annual Meeting. San Antonio, Texas.  Nov 7, 2008.
“‘Móntalo España’: Carlos Edmundo de Ory frente a la poesía ‘nacional’”. 
Conference of Hispanic and Spanish American Poetry, 2007. University of 

Virginia. Charlottesville, VA. Nov 10, 2007.
“Reinvesting Ultraísmo: Lucía Sánchez Saornil and the Poetics of (Gender) 

Indeterminacy.”  Kentucky Foreign Language Conference. University of 

Kentucky. Lexington Kentucky. April 21, 2007.

“Monsters, Androgyny and Utopia. The Case of Rafael Cansinos Asséns, or Can un 

hombre maduro Be Avant-Garde?” Mid-America Conference on Hispanic Literatures. University of Missouri, Columbia. November 18, 2006.

Work in Progress

Book project: Off the GRID: Corporeal Malediction, Queer Temporalities and HIV in 

Spain and the Americas.
“Ultrasexes: Construction and Destruction of Masculine Subjectivity in the Poetry of 

Guillermo de Torre.” 
“Monsters, Androgyny and Utopia. The Case of Rafael Cansinos Asséns, or Can un 

hombre maduro Be Avant-Garde?”
“‘Móntalo España’: Carlos Edmundo de Ory frente a la poesía ‘nacional’”. 
“Reinvesting Ultraísmo: Lucía Sánchez Saornil and the Poetics of (Gender) 

Indeterminacy.” 
 “Hetero-Hispanism and Queer Attire: The Refashioning of Empire in Pemán’s El

poema de la bestia y el ángel.” 
 “Pathology in Practice: Writing ‘Neurosis’ in Carmen Martín Gaite's 

Fragmentos de interior and Lucía Etxebarria's Beatriz y los cuerpos celestes.” 
“Prosthetic Borders and the Limits of Language: Diasporic Subjectivities in Francisco 

Zamora Loboch’s Memoria de Laberintos.” 
Awards

Humanities Center Travel Grant, UC Irvine.  



 Summer 2003

Graduate Opportunity Fellowship, UC Irvine. 



      1998-1999

Regent’s Tuition Fellowship, UC Irvine. 




      1998-1999

Foreign Language Department Achievement Award, Idaho State University.  Spring 1996
Professional and Academic Organizations

Modern Language Association

Sigma Delta Pi
Southern California Peninsularists

