Robert Baldwin, DMA

Conductor
1573 E. Fuller Drive; Salt Lake City, UT 84124

(801) 949-4529 (cell)

  (801) 581-6692 (office)

Robert.Baldwin@music.utah.edu (office)

rlbaldwin2@yahoo.com (home)

Website/Blog: http://beforethedownbeat.wordpress.com/
CURRENT POSITIONS

2002-present
Director of Orchestras, Professor of Music, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 

2005-present
Music Director/Conductor, Salt Lake Symphony, Salt Lake City, UT
2000-present
Conductor, It’s A Grand Night for Singing.  UK Opera Theater, Lexington, KY (summer)

2016-present
Music Director, Sinfonia Salt Lake, Salt Lake City, UT

2019-present
Adjunct Orchestra Professor, Wuhan University, Wuhan China
EDUCATION
1996

Doctor of Musical Arts in Orchestral Conducting, University of 


Arizona, Tucson, AZ.
1988
Master of Arts in Music, Viola Performance, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA.  (Additional studies in conducting)
1986
Graduate Studies in Ethnomusicology, University of Washington, Seattle, WA.


1985
Bachelor of Music, Magna Cum Laude, Viola Performance, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO. Member of Honor's Program.

MAJOR TEACHERS

Conducting:
Leonard Pearlman, Gregg Hanson, Joseph Knott, James Dixon, Duilio Dobrin, Eugene Corporon (Master Classes with Mikhail Kukushkin, Alexander Polishuk, Gustav Meier, Kenneth Kiesler, Joseph Gifford).
Viola/ Viola d’amore:
Jeffrey Showell, William Preucil, Sr., Paul Coletti, Ronald Smith, Vernon Ashcraft, Gordon Childs. (Master Classes with Atar Arad, Eugene Fodor, Alice Preeves, Ellen Rose, Peter Oundijian, Kazuhiude Isomura)
HONORS/AWARDS

2019
Honorary Adjunct Professorship, Wuhan University, Wuhan, China 
(3-year appointment to include future visits for concerts, lectures. Initiation of activities delayed due to pandemic). 
2018
University Teaching Grant ($7000) to support a performance and presentation of Middle Eastern music with Monika Jalili and her ensemble, members of the Silk Road Ensemble with the University of Utah Philharmonia, with accompanying master classes and lectures.


Regional Emmy Award (Shared). Ohio Valley Chapter Regional Emmy Award for best live performance production. Served as the conductor and on the production team for the 25th anniversary of "It's a Grand Night for Singing," an annual stage production by the UK Opera Theatre. This production was produced by Kentucky Educational Television (KET).
2017
Career Services Faculty Recognition Award for Mentorship, University of Utah

2012
Before the Downbeat, my blog on music and creativity, was chosen 3 times as a spotlight entry for the feature Freshly Pressed.   It was also featured on the University of Utah’s RedThread and the homepage of the College Orchestra Directors Association http://beforethedownbeat.wordpress.com/
2008
Faculty Excellence Award, University of Utah College of Fine Arts 

2007
Higher Education Teacher of the Year. American String Teachers Association, Utah Chapter.

2002
Faculty Research Grant, University of Kentucky. Purpose: Preparation of orchestral score and parts for unpublished symphonic poems by George Whitefield Chadwick (Angel of Death and Cleopatra).

1998

Conductor/Participant, Peter the Great Conducting Master Class, 


with the Hermitage Camerata Symphony, Saint Petersburg, Russia.  I was 


one of 12 conductors chosen internationally for this master class.

WORK HISTORY/EXPERIENCE

2002-present
University of Utah School of Music Director of Orchestras, Tenured Full Professor, Salt Lake City, UT.

Duties include conducting 2 orchestras, the Utah Philharmonia, (includes Chamber/Opera Orchestra) and supervising the University Campus Symphony, conducted mainly by graduate students. 10+ concerts per year, 1 opera production, plus touring internationally and statewide. Teaching graduate instrumental conducting, and second-semester undergraduate conducting.  Additional duties include recruiting, advising, and management of all U of U Orchestra finances as well as serving as Coordinator for the Instrumental Studies area. Administrative assignments: Interim Director of the School of Music, 2010-2011. Director of Graduate Studies, 2004-2006; 2008-2019. Interim Associate Director for Operations, Fall 2022. 
2005-present
Music Director/Conductor. Salt Lake Symphony, Salt Lake City, UT.  Duties include programming and conducting 9-10 concerts per year (classics, pops, family, Vienna ball), selection of soloists, auditioning new members, fundraising and media appearances.

2000-present
Conductor: “It’s a Grand Night for Singing,” UK Opera Theatre 

6 performances each June in Lexington, KY. 
2015-present
Founding Music Director/Conductor, Sinfonia Salt Lake. Founding conductor for new professional chamber orchestra in Utah. 
2016-2021
Conductor, Utah Arts Festival Composer Commission Concerts

2003-2005
Music Director, Principal Conductor.  New American Symphony Orchestra, Ogden, UT.

 Duties included conducting 3 classics and 2 pops programs annually.

1999-2003
Lexington (KY) Philharmonic Orchestra, Assistant Conductor.  Duties included programming, developing, and conducting 8 Young- People’s Concerts each season and guest conducting for selected concerts.

1999-2002
University of Kentucky, Director of Orchestras, Assistant Professor.  


Duties included conducting 6 symphony concerts, 2 chamber orchestra 


programs, and 3 opera productions each year.  Additional duties included


recruiting, fundraising, and management of all UK Orchestra finances.  


Courses taught: University Symphony, Graduate Conducting.

1989-1999
Northern Arizona University, Director of Orchestras/Viola, Tenured Associate Professor, Flagstaff, AZ  Duties included conducting 5 university orchestra concerts, 2 chamber orchestra concerts, one musical, and one opera production each year. Additional duties included recruiting, advising, assignment and monitoring of string scholarships, tour planning, and management of all orchestra accounts and founding the Contemporary Music Recital Series.  Courses taught: University Orchestra, Opera/Chamber Orchestra, Private Viola, Chamber Music, Private Conducting, Music Theory, Music in America.

1989-1999
Flagstaff Symphony Orchestra, Flagstaff, AZ.  



Resident Conductor, 1998-1999; Interim Artistic Director/Principal 


Conductor, 1997-1998; String Sectional Coach/Conductor,



1989-1998.  Responsible for complete programming for 1997-1999 


seasons. Conducted all educational, family and outreach programs in 


addition to three classics series programs, four pops concerts, and 



serving as rehearsal/cover conductor for all other concerts.

1989-1999
Flagstaff Youth Orchestra, Flagstaff, AZ.  Artistic Advisor, 1997-1999; 


Principal conductor, 1997, String sectional coach and conductor, 



1989-1996


1992-1999
Northern Arizona University Summer Music Camp, Conductor and 


Coordinator of Orchestral Activities. Conducted the Symphony 



Orchestra annually. Host/liaison for guest conductors. Other courses 


taught: viola sectionals, master classes, chamber music, Music in Other 


Cultures.


1996

Guest Conductor, Flagstaff Festival of the Arts.  (2 programs) 


SELECTED GUEST CONDUCTING, ADJUDICATION AND OTHER RELATED EXPERIENCE (including forthcoming performances)

2023-24
Scheduled Concerts in China: Guest conductor, Wuhan Conservatory of Music, Wuhan University, Changsha Symphony, Harbin Symphony (China) – (rescheduled from 2020 - activities postponed due to coronavirus pandemic. Exact dates TBD)

2023
Presenter: The “C” before Copland: Rediscovering “Forgotten” Orchestral Gems of American Composer, George Whitefield Chadwick. College Orchestra Directors Association National Conference, Jacksonville, FL. January, 2023
2023
Residency and Concert at the University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. (February-March 2023)

2023
Conductor, International Trombone Festival, Salt Lake City, UT. (July 2023)

2022
Guest Conductor, Alpine School District All-District Honor Orchestra. Saratoga Springs, UT. 

2022
Guest Conductor, Alpine School District All-District Honor Orchestra. Saratoga Springs, UT. 

2021
Guest Conductor, Utah Valley University Symphony Orchestra Concert (10/7/21)

Conductor, California All-State String Orchestra (2/2021 - online)

Sectional Coach, Utah All-State Orchestra (1/2021- online)

2020
Guest Conductor: AMKO Sinfonia and Choruses at Kuopio Academy of Music (Finland) – (Postponed due to coronavirus pandemic) Currently rescheduled for March, 2024 (Mozart’s Requiem)
2018
Guest conductor: Wuhan Conservatory of Music, Working Rehearsal, Wuhan Conservatory Symphony Orchestra, Wuhan, China


Guest Conductor, Wuhan University Symphony Orchestra New Year’s Concert, Wuhan, China. 


Guest Conductor, Cherry Creek School District Honor Orchestra Concert, Aurora, CO
2017
Guest Conductor and Adjudicator, Busan Maru International Music Festival, Busan South Korea


Guest Conductor, Granite Youth Symphony 


Guest Conductor, Hunan Symphony, Changsha, China

2016
Adjudicator, Stradivarius International Violin Competition Salt Lake City, UT (Presiding Judge for the Utah Division of the competition)


Conductor, World Premiere Performance of Thy Will Be Done, A New Easter Oratorio by Angela Rice. Global Creative Connections, Lexington, KY. (March 2016 and 2017)


Guest Conductor, Great Falls Symphony, Great Falls, MT (Feb, 2016)

2015
Guest Lecturer, Orcas Island Chamber Music Festival, Orcas Island, WA. 


Conductor, Stradivarius International String Camp, Salt Lake City, UT

Adjudicator, Idaho Regional Large Orchestra Festival, Boise, ID

2014
Adjudicator, Granite School District Junior High Orchestra Festival, 


Conductor, Arizona All-State Orchestra 


Conductor, 2 performances of Sarah Kirkland-Snider’s Song Cycle, Penelope, with Shara Worden of My Brightest Diamond. Weber State University

2013
Adjudicator, Stradivarius International Violin Competition (Presiding Judge for the Utah Division of the competition)

Conductor, Centennial Celebration Concert, 100 Year’s of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, Logan, UT

Conductor, Utah All-State Orchestra, Abravanel Hall, Salt Lake City, UT
2012
Guest Conductor, Lafayette (IN) Symphony 
2011
Guest Conductor and Performer, Eutin Music Festival, Germany

Guest Conductor, Abilene Summer Music Festival, Texas
2010
Adjudicator, Stradivarius International Violin Competition 

Conductor, Montana AA Orchestra Festival


Presenter, Conductors Guild Conference, New Music Project: Amadeus ex Machina by Lawrence Dillon.  Copenhagen Denmark.

2009
Adjudicator, Lyon and Healy Awards, Salt Lake City


Adjudicator, American Harp Society National Competition, SLC, UT.

Conductor, Kentucky All-State Orchestra, Louisville, KY 

2008

Guest Conductor, Lexington Philharmonic Pops Concert 



Guest Conductor, Kuopio Academy of Music, Finland 



Conductor, Northern Arizona University Music Camp



Conductor, Adel Memorial Piano Competition Concert, Flagstaff, AZ



Conductor, Arkansas All-State Orchestra, Hot Springs, AR 


Panelist, College Orchestra Director’s Association National Conference, “Programming for Your Orchestra, ” Provo, UT.  

Conductor, Haydn: Kleine Orgelmesse, St. Marks Episcopal Cathedral, Salt  Lake City, UT. 

2007
Guest Conductor, Lexington Philharmonic Pops Concert (11/24/07)

2006
Guest Conductor, Lexington Philharmonic Pops Concert (10/14/06)


Conductor, Utah Symphony Virtuoso Brass Concert, Salt Lake City, UT


Guest Conductor, Tri-Collegiate production of Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss, Jr., Abilene, TX 


Journal Editorial Review Committee, American String Teachers Association with National School Orchestra Association (ASTA with NSOA)

2005

Guest Conductor, Tucson Philharmonia Youth Orchestra

2004

Guest Conductor, Colorado State University Orchestra



Conductor, Arizona All-State Orchestra, Flagstaff, AZ.



Conductor, Western States Orchestra Festival, Greeley, CO.


Adjudicator, Utah Arts Festival Composers Commission (national search)
2003-07
Conductor/Faculty, Intermountain Suzuki Institute, Sandy, UT.

2003

Conductor, Arkansas All-State Orchestra, Hot Springs, AR.


Adjudicator, Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) National Student Competition Finals, Salt Lake City, UT.  Junior through Collegiate Divisions.
2002

Adjudication panel member, Utah Arts Council Artist Series

2000-02
Member, American String Teachers Association 2002 Solo Competition 


National Steering Committee.
2000

Panelist, American String Teachers Association National Studio 


Teachers Forum, Bloomington, IN.

2000-02
Board Member, Central Kentucky Youth Orchestras.
1999-2002
Adjudicator, Kentucky Music Educators Association Orchestra and 


Solo/Ensemble Festivals.
1997-1999
Conductor, Capital University Suzuki Institute, Columbus, OH.


1993-1999
Orchestra Conductor/Clinician, Arizona Band and Orchestra 



Directors' Association Regional Music Festivals. 

1992-98
Adjudicator/Clinician, Arizona Band and Orchestra Director's 


Association Fall Orchestra and Area Concert Festivals
1996

Conductor, New Mexico All-State Orchestra Festival, 



Las Cruces, NM.  

1993,1995
Faculty, Chamber Music in the Mountains from Echo Glen, Tucson, 


AZ. Chamber music coach and performer. 

1991

Adjudicator/Clinician, 1991 New Mexico Orchestra Festival, 



Albuquerque, NM.

1990-91
Viola Master Class Teacher, Maine American String Teacher's 


Association Summer Conference, University of  Maine, Orono, ME.  

1990-91
Faculty, Southern Methodist University Conservatory, Dallas, TX. 


Private viola and sectionals (summers). Penson Artist-in-Residence, 1990
VIOLA/Viola d’amore PERFORMING EXPERIENCE

2013-present
Viola and viola d’amore, Recitals & Concerto Performances, nationally and internationally
2006-present
Violist, Vivaldi Virtuosi. Salt Lake City, UT

2002-present
Viola section sub, Utah Symphony Orchestra, Salt Lake City, UT

2002-2012
Violist, Utah Chamber Artists, Salt Lake City, UT

1999-2002
Viola section sub (first-call), Lexington Philharmonic, Lexington, KY.

1989-1997
Principal Viola, Flagstaff Symphony Orchestra, Flagstaff, AZ.

1989-1998
Violist, Coconino Chamber Ensemble, Northern Arizona University, 


Flagstaff, AZ. 

1993-1999
Guest Artist-Viola, Sedona Chamber Music Festival.  Guest 



Appearances with the Stanford and St. Petersburg (Russia) String 



Quartets, and the Amadeus Trio.  Soloist for Bach: Brandenburg Concerto 

No. 6 in 1997.

1996

Principal Viola, Arizona Opera Wagner Ring Festival, Flagstaff, AZ. 


1991-1995
Assistant Principal Viola, Flagstaff Festival of the Arts Orchestra, 

1990-91
Principal Viola SMU Conservatory Festival Orchestra, Dallas, TX.  


1988-1989
Principal Viola. Arkansas Symphony Orchestra; Violist, Arkansas 


Symphony String  Quartet. Little Rock, AR.  

1981-1988
Other Orchestral Experience. Cedar Rapids Symphony and Chamber 


Orchestras, Cedar Rapids, IA.  (86-88); Greeley Philharmonic Orchestra, 


Greeley, CO. (81-85); All-American College Orchestra, Epcot Center


Walt Disney World, Orlando, FL.  Principal Viola (summer, 1985); 


Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra, Cheyenne, WY. Principal Viola (82-85).

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS
2021
The Geography of the Score, An Approach to Score Study and Reading. published in CODA Journal, (College Orchestra Director’s Association, Vol. XIV, 2021 Issue.

2010-present
Creator and writer of the music blog, Before the Downbeat: An award-winning exploration of music, imagination and the space between the notes. https://beforethedownbeat.wordpress.com/
2006
Chapter author for Playing and Teaching the Viola. Book published by the American String Teachers Association.  Chapter title: “Preparing the Orchestral Violist.”

1995

"Orchestral Excerpts as Etudes" Article published in American String 


Teacher Journal, Summer, 1995.
1992

Music Reviewer, American String Teacher Journal
ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS
Poetry published in juried publications, 2018-2022: Poetry Quarterly (4 issues), Utah Life Magazine (3 issues), Grey Sparrow Journal, Three Line Poetry, Jitters, and Haiku Journal. 
Thirty, a poetry chapbook, was published in April of 2022 by the Community Writing Center of Salt Lake Community College
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American String Teachers' Association
College Orchestra Directors’ Association (National Board, 2009-2012)
Conductors' Guild 


National Association for Music Education

Utah Viola Society

TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH. 2002-2022
MUSC 4430 


Chamber Music 
MUSIC 4434/6434

Chamber Orchestra
MUSIC 3385


Ensemble Conducting

MUSIC 4440/6440

University Campus Symphony Orchestra 


MUSIC 4445/6445/7445
Utah Philharmonia 


MUSIC 6870/7870

Seminar in Instrumental Literature and Resources


MUSC 6850/7850

Instrumental Conducting Seminar


MUSC 6910/7910

Private Conducting (Graduate)

MUSC 6910 
 

Independent Study 

OSHER


Class on Music and Culture: “What Great Classical Music Teaches Us About Ourselves.” (Continuing Education).
Courses created: 
MUSC 4444 Chamber Orchestra
MUSC 4830 String Pedagogy (co-creator) 
MUSC 4840 String Literature (co-creator)
All conducting courses in the DMA degrees in conducting at the University of Utah.
Degrees created: I was an integral member of committees that proposed and ultimately implemented the Doctor of Musical Arts degree (DMA) at the University of Utah, implemented in 2009.
Course in development: Pedagogy and History of Conducting. A doctoral level course, possibly the first of its kind in the country to further support and enrich the DMA degree. Course to be developed Spring 2023 with a planned launch Fall of 2025. 
SELECTED SERVICE 
Administrative Appointments

· Director of Orchestral Activities 2002-present
· Interim Associate Director for School of Music Operations, Fall 2022

· Director of Graduate Studies/Associate Director of School of Music, 2004-2006; 2008-2019
· Chair, Instrumental Studies 2005-2010, 2016 – present
· Chair, Conducting Area, 2015 - present
· Interim Director of the School of Music, 2010-2011
· Chair, String Area 2002-2008
School, College, and University Service

· School of Music Executive Committee, 2014-2019; 2021-present.
· School of Music Advisory Committee 2004-present

· School of Music Graduate Studies Committee 2002-present(Chair 2006-2019)
· School of Music Scholarship Committee 2002-present

· School of Music Gala Committee 2002-present
· School of Music Calendar and Events Planning Committee, 2002-present

· School of Music Director Search, 2021-2022

· School of Music Director of Bands Search 2020-2022
· School of Music Associate Director of Athletic Bands Search. 2021 (Chair)

· School of Music Theory-Composition Search, 2018-2019 
· School of Music Electro-Acoustic Composition Search, 2018-2019
· School of Music Musicology Search Committee, 2015

· School of Music Recruiting Committee, 2014-2015

· School of Music Composition/Theory Search, 2017-2018

· School of Music Percussion Search, 2017-2018, chair

· School of Music Piano Search, 2017
· School of Music Scholarship Concert Planning Committee, 2002-2011

· School of Music Theory Search, 2010, chair

· School of Music Enrollment Goals Task Force, 2009
· School of Music Recording Sampler Task Force, 2007

· School of Music Virtuoso Series Committee, 2005-2011; chair, 2005-2006
· School of Music DMA Development Task Force, 2006-07

· School of Music Theory Search, 2005

· School of Music Violin Search, chair, 2004
· School of Music Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2003-2005

· String coordinator for Scholarship Audition Days, 2002-2009
· Coordinator for Utah Honors String Day. 2002-2007

· Coordinator/Host for prospective string student and school orchestra visits to campus, 2002-present
· Member of over 70 graduate student committees in the past fourteen years, as chair for approximately 25 of those.   
· College of Fine Arts Gala/Alumni Awards Event Committee, 2010-present

· College of Fine Arts Graduate Studies Committee, 2017-2019
· College of Fine Arts Dean Search Committee, 2016-2017
· College of Fine Arts 60th Anniversary Tour Exploratory Committee, 2010

· College of Fine Arts Executive Committee, 2010-2011

· College of Fine Arts Promotion and Tenure Review Committee, 2007-2009
· College of Fine Arts Gala Commissioning Committee, 2006-2008
· University Directors of Graduate Studies Committee 2004-2006, 2008-2019
· University Student Success Presidential Task Force, Graduate Student Success Working Group, 2019-2020
· University Graduate Council, 2014-2015
· University Presidential Inauguration Performance Committee, 2004 & 2012
· University Legislative Task Force Committee, 2003-2004
Selected Professional Service
· Adjudicator, University of Kansas Concerto Competition November 2022
· Sectional Coach, Utah All-State Orchestra (online), 2021
· Adjudicator, Granite School District Junior High Orchestra Festival, March, 2018

· Adjudicator, Nevada State Orchestra Festival, March, 2017

· National Executive Committee/National Secretary College Orchestra Director’s Association (CODA), 2008-15. National Vice President, 2015.  Hosted National Conference, January 14-16, 2016 in Salt Lake City. 
· Adjudicator, Idaho Regional Orchestra Festival, (March 2015)
· Adjudicator, 2nd annual Stradivarius Violin Competition (July, 2010 & 2013)
· Adjudicator, State and Divisional Orchestra Festivals, Granite School District (2010, 2012, 2014)
· Adjudicator, Lyon and Healy Awards, Salt Lake City, 2009

· Adjudicator, American Harp Society Competition, Salt Lake City, 2009
· Member of the National Editorial Committee for the American String Teachers Association Journal, The American String Teacher.  Duties involve serving as a member of the jury for approving articles for publication and planning for future articles and direction, 2006-2008.
· Guest Conductor/Clinician, Utah Youth Orchestra, 2006-2012
· Guest Clinician for 5-7 public school orchestra events each year
· Guest Conductor/Clinician, Lincoln Youth Orchestra, 2006, 2008
· Presenter, Granite School District Music Teacher In-Service.  All the Bowings You Needed to Know But Were Afraid to Ask! 8/08.  
· Presenter: Davis County Schools In service.  Orchestral Rehearsal Techniques, 1/08

· Adjudicator, Utah Arts Festival Composers Commission (2004 national search)

· Adjudicator, Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) National Student String Competition Finals, Salt Lake City, UT.  Junior through Collegiate Divisions, 2003

· Adjudication panel member, Utah Arts Council Artist Series, 2002

· Member, American String Teachers Association 2002 Solo Competition National Steering Committee, 2000-2002.

Selected Community Service
· Pre-concert lectures and outreach for Salt Lake Symphony, 2006-present.

· Member, Boguslavsky Scholarship Fund Committee, 2005-present
· Member, School of Music Advisory Board, 2010-present

· Utah Food Bank Volunteer, 2013, 2015.
· Member, Utah Symphony Education Outreach Committee 2007-2015
· OSHER Class on Music and Culture: “What Great Classical Music Teaches Us About Ourselves.” 2012

· Assistant Coach, Ute Conference Football, Olympus Titan Bantams, 2011
· Volunteer, Opera in the Classroom; Crestview Elementary School, 2007

REFERENCES
Robert Breault, Director of Opera Theater, University of Utah

(801) 581-7449 (office)

drbro@aol.com
Gordon Johnson, Conductor Emeritus, Great Falls Symphony, MT

(406) 788-4395

Gordon@gfsymphony.org
Everett McCorvey, Director of University of Kentucky Opera Theater

Music Director, National Chorale, New York, NY

 (859) 257-9331 (office) (859) 233-0789 (home)

mccorvey@uky.edu
Andrew Staupe, Professor of Piano, University of Houston

Concert pianist
(612) 210-1783

apstaupe@Central.UH.EDU
Robert Walzel, Dean, University of Kansas School of Music

Former Director, University of Utah School of Music

(801) 209-5025
Robert.Walzel@ku.edu
