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KEVIN D. PERRY 
 

Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Utah,  

135 S 1460 E, Rm 819, Salt Lake City, UT 84112-0110 

Tel: (801) 581-6138 (Work); (801) 414-9083 (Cell) 

E-mail: kevin.perry@utah.edu 

                           

EDUCATION 
 
1995 Ph.D., University of Washington, Atmospheric Sciences 

1990 B.S., Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Meteorology (Honors) 

CURRENT POSITION/APPOINTMENTS 

2024 – present  Presidential Societal Impact Scholar, University of Utah 

2022 – present Professor, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Utah 

2021 – present Member, Great Salt Lake Strike Team 

2021 – present Steering Committee Member, Dust Alliance for North America 

PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2011 – 2018 Chair, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Utah 

2008 – 2022  Associate Professor, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Utah 

2002 – 2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Utah  

1999 – 2001 Assistant Professor, Meteorology Department, San José State University 

1997 – 2008 Co-Director, Determination of Extinction and Long-range Transport of Aerosols 

(DELTA) Research Group, Department of Chemical Engineering, University of 

California, Davis 

1995 – 1998 Postdoctoral Researcher, Crocker Nuclear Laboratory, University of California, Davis 

1990 – 1994 Research/Teaching Assistant, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of 

Washington 

1989 – 1990  Student President, College of Sciences and Humanities, Iowa State University of 

Science and Technology 

1988 – 1989 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Department of Geologic and Atmospheric 

Sciences, Iowa State University of Science and Technology 

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARLY INTERESTS 

Air Pollution and Atmospheric Chemistry: identification of the sources, sinks, transport, optical properties, 

climatic impacts, and health effects of atmospheric particulate matter; transport and deposition of 

atmospheric mercury to aquatic ecosystems; intercontinental bacterial transport on mineral dust particles; 

development of instrumentation and analytical techniques to measure the size- and time-resolved elemental 

composition of airborne particulate matter 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Presidential Societal Impact Scholar Award, University of Utah, 2024 

Career & Professional Development Center Faculty Recognition Award, University of Utah, 2018 

Utah Medical Association Environmental Award, 2015 

University Early Career Teaching Award, University of Utah, 2006 

Outstanding Student Paper Award, American Geophysical Union Spring Conference, 1994 

Outstanding Leadership Award, College of Sciences and Humanities, Iowa State University of Science 

and Technology, 1990 

mailto:kevin.perry@utah.edu
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE EXPERIENCE 

Chair, Department of Atmospheric Sciences (2011 – 2018): Provided leadership for a department with 12 

tenure-line faculty, 10 career-line faculty, 18 staff members, 44 graduate students, and 71 

undergraduate students (including minors).  Major accomplishments include: 

 Initiated and led a new recruiting initiative which increased the number of undergraduate majors 

by 33%.  

 Completed a comprehensive overhaul of the undergraduate and graduate curricula to be more 

responsive to student needs and those of the department. 

 Assessed the impacts of the curricula changes on both students and faculty and published the results 

in the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.  

 Revised the Graduate Student Guide for the department. 

 Trained a new academic coordinator and established procedures to better track the progress of both 

undergraduate and graduate students. 

 Provided conservative fiscal oversight of more than $5 million in combined research expenditures 

and state appropriations. 

 Completely updated and redesigned the Departmental website to make it mobile friendly and ADA 

compliant. 

 Undertook a significant remodeling project of Departmental-controlled space to upgrade furniture 

infrastructure and improve efficiency of space utilization. 

 Worked through the Transformative Excellence Program to secure a new tenure-track faculty 

position for the Department. 

 Reestablished a triannual newsletter to increase the visibility of the Department, reconnect with 

alumni, and inform potential donors. 

 Helped organize a Departmental Alumni and Friends Reception to be held each year at the 

American Meteorological Society Annual Meeting to reconnect with alumni and donors. 

 Created a student-run, Ute Weather Center to provide undergraduate students with a high-impact, 

hands-on, learning experience in the spirit of the “My Utah Signature Experience” (MUSE) 

program.  More than 1/3 of the atmospheric science majors voluntarily chose to participate in the 

Ute Weather Center in Academic Year 2016-17. 

Credits and Admissions Committee (2002-2022; Chair 2005 – 2022): Provide leadership for the University 

with regards to undergraduate admission policies and procedures.  Major accomplishments include: 

 Served as lead author and presenter of Policy 6-404 (Undergraduate Admissions) which was 

unanimously approved by the Academic Senate and the Board of Trustees in February 2013.  Policy 

6-404 was crafted over a 2 year period and included input from the Dean of Students Office, 

Institutional Policy Committee, Office of Admissions, Office for Equity and Diversity, Office of 

General Counsel, Office of the Registrar, Office of Undergraduate Studies, Undergraduate Council, 

and University College. 

 Key provisions of Policy 6-404 include holistic admissions for all undergraduate students, a 

deferred admission policy, a leave of absence policy, and a clear definition of the authority and 

function of the Credits and Admissions Committee. 

 Reviewed student success data provided by the Office of Budget and Institutional Analysis (OBIA) 

to set English language proficiency test minimum scores for both the main campus and the Utah 

Asia Campus.  These recommendations were subsequently adopted by the Graduate School. 

 Reviewed student success data provided by the OBIA to reweight the admissions index and put 

more emphasis on high school performance and less weight on standardized test scores in the 

admissions process. 

 Reviewed the articulation of Advanced Placement exam scores and International Baccalaureate 

diplomas. 



Updated 02/2024 

3 

 

Honors Academic Advisor (2019-present): I serve as the academic advisor for all Honors students in the 

College of Mines & Earth Sciences. As an advisor, I assist students in all aspects of completing their 

Honors Thesis. Specific tasks include: finding faculty mentors, approving thesis proposals, explaining 

procedures and expectations, providing counsel regarding conference presentation venues, and signing 

off on all completed theses. 

UPSTEM Faculty Mentor (2023-present): As a Utah Pathways to STEM faculty mentor, I am working to 

help develop a culture of peer mentoring for faculty within the departments of the College of Science. 

Specifically, the UPSTEM committee is developing a best practices document that can be utilized by 

and for tenure-line and career-line faculty members of all ranks.   

Educational Futures & Student Success Taskforce (2019 – 2020): Special committee convened by the Sr. 

VP for Academic Affairs (Dr. Dan Reed). I served as the co-chair of the Enrollment and Marketing 

subgroup. The charge of the subgroup was to evaluate current application/enrollment data, identify 

strategies for increasing the number of incoming undergraduate students, while simultaneously 

continuing to increase overall diversity and student quality. 

Strategic Enrollment and Retention Task Force (2016 – 2018): Special committee convened by the Sr. VP 

for Academic Affairs (Dr. Ruth Watkins) and the Sr. VP for Student Affairs (Dr. Barbara Snyder). 

SERT is a high-level, campus-wide effort to identify and articulate strategic undergraduate enrollment 

goals for the University and to synthesize and monitor information related to undergraduate retention 

and completion. 

Shorelight Academic Quality Committee (2017 – 2018): Special committee convened by the Sr. VP for 

Academic Affairs (Dr. Ruth Watkins) and the VP for Enrollment Management (Mary Parker) to design 

and approve the academic program and progression procedures for international undergraduate students 

recruited through the UGlobal Initiative. 

Comprehensive Retention and Completion (CRC) Task Force (2013 – 2015): Special committee convened 

by the Sr. VP for Academic Affairs (Dr. Ruth Watkins) to identify institutional barriers that adversely 

impact student success.  The CRC task force generated a comprehensive report that identified and 

prioritized actionable items that will promote student retention, diversity, and success.   

 Served as the chair of the Admissions subgroup of the CRC Task Force. 

Transfer Process Working Group Task Force (2014 – 2015): Special committee convened by the Sr. VP for 

Academic Affairs (Dr. Ruth Watkins) to understand the process of transfer to the University of Utah, 

with the general aim of facilitating the success of our transfer students. The effort included an analysis 

of current practices in recruiting, admitting, articulating credit, orienting, enrolling and graduating 

transfer students.  The task force provided recommendations for how we might improve our processes 

to better serve and support this important student population. 

Orientation Task Force (2014 – 2015): Special committee convened by the Sr. VP for Academic Affairs 

(Dr. Ruth Watkins) to evaluate the entire process by which incoming freshmen and transfer students 

are introduced to the University.  The task force provided recommendations to streamline and 

reinvigorate the orientation programs to make them more effective for the students and the 

departments/programs/colleges that serve them. 

General Education Curriculum Committee (Co-Chair 2013, 2014, and 2015): This committee was 

established by the Dean of Undergraduate Studies (Dr. Martha Bradley) to be responsible for the initial 

approval and periodic review of all courses that seek or hold a general education and/or baccalaureate 

requirement designation at the University.  The GECC also initiated the first assessment of the expected 

learning outcomes for general education courses at the University and created/administered the Faculty 

Teaching Award for Excellence in General Education and the Faculty Teaching Award for Innovation 

in General Education. 

Society, Water, and Climate Transformative Excellence Program Search Committee Member (2014 – 

2017):  This search committee was tasked with reviewing 481 applications for five interdisciplinary 
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faculty hires drawn from the following areas: hydrological modeling, climatology, ecohydrology, snow 

hydrology, air quality modeling, and sociology.    

5% Rule Committee (2013 – 2014): Special committee convened by the Associate VP for Enrollment 

Management (Mary Parker) to perform a comprehensive review of how the admission of undergraduate 

students on an exception basis (i.e., the 5% Rule) has been impacted by the new holistic admission 

policy (Policy 6-404). 

 Reviewed data on existing sponsorship programs at the University of Utah to determine the 

effectiveness of the various sponsoring departments/programs 

 Identified the best practices of current sponsorship programs 

 Worked with sponsoring departments/programs to identify their most pressing needs 

 Made procedural and budgetary recommendations to the Sr. VP for Academic Affairs through the 

CRC Task Force 

Strategic Enrollment Management Committee: Student Recruitment (2012 – 2013): Special committee 

convened by President Pershing to perform a comprehensive review of all student recruitment 

procedures.  The committee identified three actionable items that could simultaneously improve the 

diversity, quality, and size of the undergraduate applicant pool. 

Strategic Enrollment Management Committee: Student Success (2012 – 2013): Special committee 

convened by President Pershing to identify existing barriers to student success.  The committee 

identified three actionable items that would significantly improve both student retention and graduation 

rates. 

Undergraduate Council Representative (2010 – 2013): The Undergraduate Council is responsible for 

coordinating and encouraging the development of undergraduate studies across the University and 

overseeing all university-wide undergraduate requirements.  It is charged with maintaining a program 

of general education and other graduation requirements in cooperation with the academic departments 

and colleges.  The Council reviews and evaluates proposals for new certificates, degrees and 

undergraduate programs not located in or associated with graduate programs and collaborates with the 

Graduate Council in reviewing undergraduate programs based in departments that award graduate 

degrees. 

Undergraduate Advisor, Department of Atmospheric Sciences (2002 – 2017): I shared the advising duties 

with other faculty and staff members since my arrival at the University.  My duties included all aspects 

of student recruitment, academic advising, and career counseling.  I continued to serve as the backup 

advisor throughout my time as Department Chair. 

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Atmospheric Sciences (2011 – 2018): I took over the graduate 

advising duties when I became chair of the Department of Atmospheric Sciences.  I instituted several 

new procedures designed to empower the graduate students and reduce the time required to receive 

graduate degrees.  I rewrote the Graduate Student Guide to explicitly articulate the Departmental 

policies and procedures pertaining to the graduate program.  To transmit this information to the graduate 

students, I instituted a mandatory new student departmental orientation.  I also began tracking all of the 

graduate students to make sure that they set up their supervisory committee and completed their 

comprehensive exam in a timely manner.  These duties have since been transferred to the academic 

coordinator.  

University Curriculum Policy Review Board (2005 – 2017): The chairpersons of the various college 

curriculum committees, as well as the Dean of the Graduate School and the University Registrar, will 

be convened as a University Curriculum Policy Review Board to review curriculum policies and 

procedures, coordinate curriculum planning and intercollege consultations, and promulgate 

modifications in guidelines for processing curricular proposals 
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Academic Policy Advisory Committee (2010 – 2011, Chair 2011): Considers any matter relating to 

academic policy which may be suggested by members of the committee, members of the faculty, 

administrative officers, or students; submits reports and recommendations to the Academic Senate. 

Academic Senate Representative (2006 – 2009 & 2023 – 2026): I was elected to serve as the Academic 

Senate representative for the College of Mines and Earth Sciences for two 3-year terms. As a member 

of the Academic Senate, I learned a great deal about faculty governance and the significant issues facing 

the University.  

Intellectual Exploration Physical, Life, and Applied Sciences Area Committee (2006 – 2009): Reviewed 

course syllabi seeking the Physical and Life Sciences (SF) and Applied Sciences (AS) general education 

designations.   

Financial Aid and Scholarships Committee (2005 – 2008): Advises and assists the Director of Financial 

Aid and Scholarships and the VP of Student Affairs and Services in the development of strategic 

direction and policies relative to the various elements of student financial assistance, essential to 

attracting and retaining the highest quality students; analyzes information to make decisions; assists in 

the development and administration of an equitable approach for allocating University financial aid 

resources among academic units, and other matters that impact the effective management of a 

comprehensive program of financial assistance for students. 

Search Committee for the Director of Admissions (2006, 2012, 2016, 2017): I served on four search 

committees charged with the task of vetting candidates for the position of Director of the Office of 

Admissions. 

Graduation Committee (2002 -2004; Chair in 2004): Considers and rules on students’ petitions to the 

Registrar for permission to receive baccalaureate degrees by exception to established University 

requirements for graduation; reviews and approves or disapproves exceptions to baccalaureate degree 

requirements if such exceptions are recommended by departments and/or colleges; considers and rules 

on students’ petitions to the Registrar relating to graduation with honors. 

University Studies Committee (2002 – 2004; Chair in 2003 and 2004): Reviews for approval baccalaureate 

programs of study individually designed by students under the supervision of a faculty advisor, leading 

to the Bachelor of University Studies degree. 
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SUMMARY OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Courses Taught at the University of Utah (2002 – present) 

Course Title Semesters Taught 
ATMOS 1010 Severe and Unusual Weather Sp10, F10, Sp11, F11, Sp12, Sp13, 

F13, F15, Sp16, F16, Sp17 

ATMOS 2750* Energy, Water, Air, and Metals:  

Sustainable Use and Development (online) 

Sp20, Sp21, Sp22, Sp23, Sp24 

ATMOS 3000 Professional Development in the Atmospheric 

Sciences 

F13 

ATMOS 3100* Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution Sp03, Sp04, Sp05, Sp06, Sp07, 

Sp08, F10, F12 

ATMOS 3410 Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing F03, F04, F05, F06, F07, F08, F09 

HONORS 2750* Energy, Water, Air, and Metals:  

Sustainable Use and Development 

Sp18, Sp19, Sp20, Sp21, Sp22, 

Sp23, Sp24 

HONORS 3700* Air Quality, Health, and Society Praxis Lab F14, Sp15 

ATMOS 3910* Special Topics: Ute Weather Center Interns Sp15, F15, Sp16, F16, Sp17 

ATMOS 5000 Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences F03, F04, F06, F08, F12, F15, F17, 

F19, F20, F21, F22, F23 

ATMOS 5210 Physical Meteorology Sp02 

ATMOS 5900 Capstone Experience F14, Sp15, F15 

ATMOS 6020 Fundamentals of Physical Meteorology F02, F05 

ATMOS 7980 Graduate Seminar Sp11, Sp14, Sp15 

* Denotes the development of a new course 
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SUMMARY OF STUDENT TEACHING EVALUATIONS (2005 – 2021*) 
 

Semester

/Yr 

Course 

Number/Title 

# 

Students 

Overall Course 

Effectiveness 

Rating 

(Max = 6.0) 

Overall 

Instructor  

Effectiveness 

Rating 

(Max = 6.0) 

Sp24 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development 

21 NA NA 

Sp24 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (Online) 

14 NA NA 

Sp24 ATMOS 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (Online) 

38 NA NA 

F23 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped) 28 NA NA 

Sp23 ATMOS 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (Online) 

43 NA NA 

Sp23 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development 

29 NA NA 

F22 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped, 

hybrid-IVC) 

22 NA NA 

Sp22 ATMOS 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (Online) 

30 NA NA 

Sp22 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (IVC) 

27 NA NA 

F21 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped, 

hybrid-IVC) 

31 NA NA 

Sp21 ATMOS 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (Online) 

34 NA NA 

Sp21 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (IVC) 

27 NA NA 

F20 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped, 

hybrid-IVC) 

25 5.36 5.68 

Sp20 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development (IVC) 

30 5.69 5.71 

F19 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped) 21 5.30 5.79 

Sp18 HONOR 2750: Energy, Water, Air, and Metals: Sustainable Use 

and Development 

30 4.91 5.46 

F17 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences (Flipped) 12 5.83 5.90 

Sp17 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 38 5.50 5.54 

F16 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather (FlexU Schedule) 19 5.23 5.77 

F16 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 58 5.31 5.61 

Sp16 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 49 5.35 5.62 

F15 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 49 5.51 5.63 

F15 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences 13 5.41 5.61 

Sp15 HONOR 3700: Air Quality, Health, and Society Praxis Lab 10 5.88 6.00 

F14 HONOR 3700: Air Quality, Health, and Society Praxis Lab 10 5.69 5.76 

F13 ATMOS 3000: Professional Development 19 5.11 5.11 

F13 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 60 5.44 5.55 

Sp13 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 54 5.22 5.56 

F12 ATMOS 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 19 5.30 5.50 

F12 ATMOS 5000: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences 10 5.50 5.88 

Sp12 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 29 5.12 5.35 

F11 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 50 5.30 5.62 

Sp11 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 29 5.14 5.41 

F10 ATMOS 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 22 5.33 5.22 

F10 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 57 4.52 4.92 

Sp10 ATMOS 1010: Severe and Unusual Weather 43 4.64 4.80 
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F09 ATMOS 3410: Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 6 5.60 6.00 

Sp09 METEO 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 10 5.33 6.00 

F08 METEO 3110: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences 11 5.89 5.89 

F08 METEO 3410: Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 11 5.50 5.80 

Sp08 METEO 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution <5 NA NA 

F07 METEO 3410: Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 9 5.78 6.00 

Sp07 METEO 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 13 5.85 5.92 

F06 METEO 3110: Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences 15 5.42 5.75 

F06 METEO 3410: Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 16 5.29 5.57 

Sp06 METEO 3100: Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 18 5.29 5.82 

F05 METEO 3410: Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 21 4.78 5.33 

F05 METEO 6020: Fundamentals of Physical Meteorology 11 5.78 5.89 

 Avg = 5.37 

Stdev = 0.33 

Avg = 5.63 

Stdev = 0.30 

*Note: The student teaching evaluation forms were dramatically changed in 2021 and numeric 

scores are no longer available. 

 
Prior to Fall 2005, the Department of Atmospheric Sciences did not use the standard university student 

teaching evaluation forms.  As a result, the results for 2002-2005 are on a 7-point scale. 

SUMMARY OF STUDENT TEACHING EVALUATIONS (2002 – 2005) 
 

Semester 
Course 

Number 

 

Title of Course 
# 

Students 

SAC Overall 

Score 

(Max = 7.0) 

Sp05 METEO 3100 Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 22 6.64 

F04 METEO 3410 Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 10 6.25 

F04 METEO 3110 Introduction to Atmospheric Science 11 6.67 

Sp04 METEO 3100 Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 9 6.78 

F03 METEO 3410 Meteorological Instrumentation and Computing 10 6.67 

F03 METEO 3110 Introduction to Atmospheric Sciences 11 6.33 

Sp03 METEO 3100 Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution 11 6.45 

F02 METEO 6020 Fundamentals of Physical Meteorology 5 7.00 

Sp02 METEO 5210 Physical Meteorology 7 6.71 

Avg = 6.61 
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GRADUATE STUDENT SUPERVISION HISTORY 

Luca Delle Monache, M.S., Meteorology, 2002 

Jennifer Esker, M.S., Meteorology, 2007 

Scott Robertson, M.S., Meteorology, 2010 

Lance Richards, M.S., Meteorology, 2010 

Joel Lisonbee, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, 2010 

Melissa Maestas, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, 2011 

Maura Hahnenberger, Ph.D. Atmospheric Sciences, 2014 

Melissa Maestas, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2016 

Thorn Merrill, M.S. Atmospheric Sciences, 2023 

Zac Claerhout, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, anticipated 2025 

GRADUATE STUDENT SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE SERVICE 

Luca Delle Monache, M.S., Meteorology, 2002 

Daniel Zumpfe, M.S., Meteorology, 2004 

Raed Labban, Ph.D., Pharmacology and Toxicology, 2005 

Ruiyu Sun, Ph.D., Meteorology, 2006 

Chuanfeng Zhao, Ph.D., Meteorology, 2007 

Lance Avey, M.S., Meteorology, 2008 

Heather Holmes, Ph.D., Mechanical Engineering, 2010 

Kyle Tietze, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, 2011 

Vasu Gangrade, M.S., Mining Engineering, 2014 

William Farr, PMST, Environmental Science, 2014 

Michael Peterson, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2014 

Lacey Holland, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2016 

Shixuan Zhang, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2017 

Ross Petersen, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, 2018 

Dien Wu, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2018 

Kevin Craft, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, 2018 

Naomi Riches, Ph.D., Occupational and Environmental Health, 2019 

Taylor Wilmot, Ph.D., Atmospheric Sciences, 2022 

Aaron McCutcheon, MS, Atmospheric Sciences, 2023 

Molly Blakowski, Ph.D., Department of Watershed Sciences, Utah State University, anticipated 2023 

Szczerbinski, Ryan, MS, Atmospheric Sciences, anticipated 2024 

Otto Lang, Ph.D., Department of Geography, anticipated 2025 

Reuban Attah, Ph.D., Department of Chemical Engineering, anticipated 2025 

Shuying Zhao, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, anticipated 2025 

Misha, Galant, M.S., Atmospheric Sciences, anticipated 2025
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GRANT SUPPORT HISTORY  

($2.41M as PI; an additional $5.32M as Co-PI) 

Pending Research Projects 

PI 
Status Amount Agency Title Years 

Co-PI 
 

$2,625,000 
 

NIH (CCHRC) 
 

Impact of climate change-driven 
events on the health of communities 
in the Great Basin. 

2024-2027 
 

Co-PI 
 

$375,000 
 

Burroughs Wellcome Fund 
 

Impact of climate change on the risk of 
Valley fever infection along the 
invasion front. 

2024-2027 
 

Co-PI 
 

$85,643 
 

Utah Division of Air Quality 
 

Projecting the impacts of a shrinking 
Great Salt Lake on dust exposure along 
the Wasatch Front 

2024-2025 
 

PI 
 

$92,500 
 

 
Utah Division of Water 
Resources 

Options and costs for Great Salt Lake 
Dust Control – Component of  Great 
Salt Lake Basin Integrated Plan  

2024-2025 
 

 

Current Research Projects 

PI 
Status Amount Agency Title Years 

PI 
Co-PI 

$1,197,866 
$4,236,134 

NSF  
(Critical Zone Thematic Cluster) 

Dust in the Critical Zone from the 
Great Basin to the Rocky Mountains 

2020-2025 
 

Co-PI 
 

 
$49,820 

 

Wilkes Center for Climate 
Science and Policy 
 

Understanding the Oxidative Potential 
and Bioavailability of Dust from the 
Great Salt Lake 

2023-2024 
 

Co-PI 
 

$50,000 
 

Wilkes Center for Climate 
Science and Policy 

Mapping Current and Future Risk of 
Valley Fever across Utah 

2023-2024 
 

Co-PI 
 

$30,000 
 

Vice President for Research – 
IU4U 

The Pathogenic Potential of Great Salt 
Lake Dust 

2023-2024 
 

 

Completed Research Projects 

PI 
Status Amount Agency Title Years 

PI 
 

$77,235 
 

Utah Division of Air Quality 
 

Particulate Chloride in the Urban 
Environment 

2021-2022 
 

PI 
 

$41,495 
 

Utah Department of Natural 
Resources 

Characterizing Future Dust and Heavy 
Metal Emissions from the GSL Lakebed 

2019-2020 
 

PI 
 

$75,000 
 

Utah Department of Natural 
Resources 

Quantifying the Impact of Great Salt 
Lake Dust Plumes on Local Air Quality 

2016-2018 
 

PI 
 

$99,636 
 

Utah Division of Facilities and 
Construction Management 

Potential Impacts of Local Dust Plumes 
on the Proposed Prison Site 

2016-2017 
 

PI 
 

$28,000 
 

UofU Office of the Vice 
President for Research 

Air Quality Impacts on Autoimmune 
Diseases 

2013 
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PI 
 

$200,000 
 

US Environmental Protection 
Agency 

A Quantitative Assessment of Mercury 
Influx to the Great Salt Lake 

2010-2012 
 

Co-PI 
 

$135,000 
 

NSF 
 

Observing Snow and Wind: Using the 
Environment to Engage Students in 
Science and Engineering 

2010-2012 
 

PI 
 

$176,908 
 

US Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Atmospheric Mercury Monitoring in 
Utah 

2009-2011 
 

PI 
 

$180,000 
 

US Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Transport and Deposition of Mercury 
to Salmon Falls Creek Reservoir, Idaho 

2007-2009 
 

PI $5,000 University of California - Davis  Lake Tahoe Deposition Study 2007-2010 

PI $5,000 University of California - Davis  SUPRECIP-2 2006-2007 

PI 
 

$22,000 
 

UofU Office of the Vice 
President for Research 

Exposure to Particulate Matter 
 

2006-2007 
 

PI 
 

$5,000 
 

University of California - Davis  
 

Analysis of Air Resources Board Filters 
#2 

2005 
 

PI 
 

$5,000 
 

University of California - Davis  
 

Analysis of Air Resources Board Filters 
#1 

2004-2005 
 

PI $5,454 University of California - Davis  Sanoma Tech 2003-2006 

PI $4,848 University of California - Davis  Greenland Aerosol Analysis 2003-2006 

Co-PI 
 

$450,000 
 

NOAA Office of Global 
Programs 
 

Intercontinental Transport of 
Particulate Matter from Asia to the 
United States 

2002-2005 
 

PI $34,947 University of California - Davis  Particulate Matter Analysis 2002-2005 

Co-PI 
 

$425,000 
 

DOD SERDP 
 

Characterization of PM2.5 Dust 
Emissions from Training/Testing Range 
Operations 

2001-2005 
 

Co-PI 
 

$350,000 
 

NSF (Atmospheric Chemistry) 
 

Asian Aerosol Source Identification, 
Chemical Transformation and Long-
Range Transport 

2000-2003 
 

PI 
 

$130,900 
 

NSF (Atmospheric Chemistry) 
 

REU: Acquisition of Air Pollution 
Sampling Equipment 

2000-2001 
 

PI 
 

$116,412 
 

DOE Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory 

Atmospheric Radiation Measurement 
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2023 “Framing the Problem: Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Alta Club 

2023 “Linkages Between the Shrinking Great Salt Lake and Air Quality/Human Health”, Northern Utah 

Resilience and Preparedness Conference, Weber-Morgan Health Department 

2023 “Framing the Problem: Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Salt Lake City 

Mayor’s Office 

2023 “Framing the Problem: Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Utah Museum 

of Natural History Copper Club 

2023 “Framing the Problem: Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Wasatch Gem 

Society 

2023 “Linkages Between the Shrinking Great Salt Lake and Air Quality/Human Health”, Utah Public 
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2023 “Linkages Between the Shrinking Great Salt Lake and Air Quality/Human Health”, Utah Academy 

of Physicians Assistants Conference 

2023 “Framing the Problem: Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, The Wallace 

Stegner Center for Land, Resources and the Environment (28th Annual Symposium) – Keynote 
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2023 “Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Central Utah Healthcare Coalition 

2023 “Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Geoscience & Society Seminar 

Series: Natural Hazards, Weber State University 

2022 “Causes and Consequences of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Salt Lake City Rotary Club 

2022 “Air Quality Impacts of a Shrinking Great Salt Lake”, Inaugural Great Salt Lake Summit sponsored 

by the Utah Speaker of the House. Ogden, UT 

2022 “Dust Across and Urban Summit Transect Research Project Overview”, Utah Department of 

Environmental Quality, Salt Lake City, UT 

2022 “GSL Lakebed Exposure Risks”, Clean Air Caucus, Utah State Legislature, Salt Lake City, UT 

2022 “GSL Lakebed Exposure Risks”, Ogden Rotary Club, Ogden, UT 

2022 “Linkages Between the Great Salt Lake and Air Quality”, Utah Air Quality Board, Salt Lake City, 

UT 

2022 “Linkages Between the Great Salt Lake and Air Quality”, Research Administrative Building Lunch 

and Learn Seminar Series, University of Utah Office of Research Integrity and Compliance, Salt 

Lake City, UT 

2021 “Results of the Great Salt Lake Dust Plume Study”, Salty Science Series, Westminster University, 

UT (virtual) 

2020 “Results of the Great Salt Lake Dust Plume Study”, The Nature Conservancy, Arlington, VA 
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2020 “Results of the Great Salt Lake Dust Plume Study”, Geological Sciences Department, University 

of Texas – El Paso 

2020 “Results of the Great Salt Lake Dust Plume Study”, Salt Lake Oasis, Salt Lake City, UT 
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Corporation for Atmospheric Sciences Heads and Chairs Biannual Meeting, Boulder, CO. 
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Graduate Seminar Series, Salt Lake City, UT. 

2006 “A Proposed Method to Determine the Transport and Deposition of Hg to Water Bodies in the 

Intermountain West”, Utah Department of Air Quality, Salt Lake City, UT. 

2004 “Climatic Effects of Aeolian Dust in the Atmosphere”, Geology and Geophysics Distinguished 

Lecture Series, Salt Lake City, UT. 

2004 “Are Ground-Based Aerosol Measurements Relevant to Direct Radiative Forcing Calculations?”, 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT. 

2003 “Summary of Size-Resolved Mineral Dust Measurements from the ACE-Asia (2001) and ITCT 

(2002) Experiments”, Second Workshop on Mineral Dust, Paris, France. 

2002 “Delta-Group Size Resolved Aerosol Mass & Elemental Concentration Measurements During Ace-

Asia”, Project Asian Brown Cloud (ABC) Science Team Meeting, Scripps Institution of 

Oceanography (SIO), University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, CA. 

2002 “Recent Advances in Atmospheric Aerosol Science and Technology”, Sandia National 

Laboratories, Livermore, CA. 

2001 “Size- and Time-Resolved Aerosol Chemical Composition Measurements: A Powerful Tool for 

Atmospheric Research”, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT. 

2000 “Asian Particulate Transport in Dust and Non-Dust Events”, First International Conference on the 

Trans-Pacific Transport of Atmospheric Contaminants, Seattle, WA. 

2000 “Transport of Asia Dust and Pollution to the United States”, NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett 

Field, CA. 

1998 "Particulate Matter in the Atmosphere", U.S. Department of Agriculture, Air Quality Seminar 

Series, Davis, CA. 

1998 "Transport of Anthropogenic Aerosols from Asia to Mauna Loa Observatory, Hawaii", Department 

of Atmospheric Sciences, University of California, Los Angeles, CA. 

1998 "Re-Evaluating the Climatic Significance of Mineral Dust", Department of Atmospheric Sciences, 

University of California, Los Angeles, CA. 

1998 “Quantifying the Effect of Aerosols in Climate", Meteorology Department, San Jose State 

University, San Jose, CA. 

1997 "Long-Range Transport of North African Dust to the Eastern United States", U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency FACA Subcommittee for Ozone, Particulate Matter & Regional Haze 

Implementation Programs, Portland, OR. 
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1997 "Long-Range Transport of North African Dust to the Eastern United States", National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration/Climate Modeling Diagnostic Laboratory, Boulder, CO. 

1997 "Long-Range Transport of North African Dust to the Eastern United States", Department of Land, 

Air, and Water Resources, University of California, Davis, CA. 

1997 "Anthropogenic aerosol influences at Mauna Loa Observatory during spring, 1996", National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration/Climate Monitoring and Diagnostics Laboratory Annual 

Meeting, Boulder, CO. 

1996 "Source apportionment of PM2.5 aerosols in the Puget Sound region", Cloud Physics Seminar 

Series, Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Washington, Seattle, WA. 

1994 "Some effects of cumulus clouds on their surroundings", presented at the Center for Clouds, 

Chemistry, and Climate at Scripps Institute of Oceanography, La Jolla, CA. 

MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 

American Geophysical Union (1994-present) 

American Meteorological Society (1986-present) 

Aeronautics Education Advisory Board (2012-present) 

Friends of the Great Salt Lake (2017-present) 

Utah Geological Association (2021-present) 
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EXPERT WITNESS EXPERIENCE  

Blackrock Owners Association vs West Hills LLC et al. (Case No: 100500990 MI) Fifth District Court – 

Cedar, Iron County, UT (2014) 

SkyWest Airlines vs Federal Aviation Administration (FAA Case No. 2012NM060025/DMS No.:  FAA-

2013-0292) (2014) 
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MEDIA COVERAGE and INTERVIEWS 

(Dr. Perry’s Great Salt Lake Research: 2019 - present) 

[My favorites are boxed] 

Documentary Films (3) 

 Downstream: A Backcountry Ski Film About the Shrinking Great Salt Lake (2022): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyhZrN-nMUA&t=172s 

 Vanishing Oasis (2023): https://e360.yale.edu/features/2023-film-contest-first-place-great-salt-

lake [First-Place Winner of the Yale Environment 360 Film Contest] 

 The Last Resort (coming soon 2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHDQrR6xUpI 

(trailer) 

 

International News Outlets (26) 

2020 

 Associated Press (01/10/2020) “Rare salt formations appear along the Great Salt Lake”: 

https://apnews.com/article/663c091e35a3f6bd7015d643afb49064  

2021 

 Associated Press (07/05/2021) “Wildlife, air quality at risk as Great Salt Lake nears low.”: 

https://apnews.com/article/great-salt-lake-air-quality-lakes-wildlife-lifestyle-

1adae582035c7f1b03f2a5cb57c0dda8 

 The Guardian (07/06/2021) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake has been shrinking for years. Now it faces a 

drought.”: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/06/utah-great-salt-lake-shrinking-

drought 

 Independent.co.uk.com (07/18/2021) “‘We’re on the doorstep of a catastrophe’: America’s 

‘Dead Sea’ is drying up and releasing arsenic into the air.”: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/great-salt-lake-dead-sea-b1886124.html 

 DailyMail.UK.com (07/26/2021) “Great Salt Lake water levels hit lowest level since records 

began in 1847 as drought grips western US – amid fears exposed lakebed could send arsenic-

laced dust into the atmosphere.”: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-

9827159/Water-levels-Great-Salt-Lake-hit-historic-low.html 

 Outside Magazine (11/08/2021) “The Great Salt Lake is Desolate. It’s Also Divine”: 

https://www.outsideonline.com/outdoor-adventure/environment/great-salt-lake-drought-utah-

climate-change/ 

2022 

 Newsweek (02/03/2022) “Utah’s Shrinking Great Salt Lake Could be Headed for Ecological 

Disaster.”: https://www.newsweek.com/utahs-shrinking-great-salt-lake-could-headed-ecological-

disaster-1676065 

 Popular Science (02/24/2022) “Dust clouds are killing people out West – and the dangers could 

spread.”: https://www.popsci.com/environment/dust-clouds-dangerous-air-pollution/ 

 TF1 – TV (04/21/2022) “United States: A historic drought in Salt Lake City”: 

https://www.tf1.fr/tf1/jt-20h/videos/etats-unis-une-secheresse-historique-a-salt-lake-city-

53394745.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyhZrN-nMUA&t=172s
https://e360.yale.edu/features/2023-film-contest-first-place-great-salt-lake
https://e360.yale.edu/features/2023-film-contest-first-place-great-salt-lake
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHDQrR6xUpI
https://apnews.com/article/663c091e35a3f6bd7015d643afb49064
https://apnews.com/article/great-salt-lake-air-quality-lakes-wildlife-lifestyle-1adae582035c7f1b03f2a5cb57c0dda8
https://apnews.com/article/great-salt-lake-air-quality-lakes-wildlife-lifestyle-1adae582035c7f1b03f2a5cb57c0dda8
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/06/utah-great-salt-lake-shrinking-drought
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/06/utah-great-salt-lake-shrinking-drought
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/great-salt-lake-dead-sea-b1886124.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-9827159/Water-levels-Great-Salt-Lake-hit-historic-low.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-9827159/Water-levels-Great-Salt-Lake-hit-historic-low.html
https://www.outsideonline.com/outdoor-adventure/environment/great-salt-lake-drought-utah-climate-change/
https://www.outsideonline.com/outdoor-adventure/environment/great-salt-lake-drought-utah-climate-change/
https://www.newsweek.com/utahs-shrinking-great-salt-lake-could-headed-ecological-disaster-1676065
https://www.newsweek.com/utahs-shrinking-great-salt-lake-could-headed-ecological-disaster-1676065
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 Reuters (07/14/2022) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake is drying out, threatening ecological, economic 

disaster.”: https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/utahs-great-salt-lake-is-drying-out-

threatening-ecological-economic-disaster-2022-07-14/ 

 Australian Broadcasting Corporation News (07/15/2022) “Great Salt Lake in Utah hits record 

low levels amid two-decade drought, sparking warning of ‘devastating’ impact.”: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-07-16/utah-great-salt-lake-hits-record-low-from-

drought/101242292 

 DiscoverMagazine.com (07/22/2022) “A Virtual 3D Satellite Fly-Over of Utah’s Once Great 

Salt Lake Reveals Shocking Shrinkage.”: https://www.discovermagazine.com/environment/a-

virtual-3d-satellite-fly-over-of-utahs-once-great-salt-lake-reveals 

 BBC News (07/26/2022) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake is running out of water.”: 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-canada-62300414 

 De Standaard (07/29/2022) “Drying lake in Utah threatens 2.5 million residents.”: 

https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20220728_97639327 

 The Telegraph (08/19/2022) “Arsenic exposed in drought-hit Great Salt Lake could be an 

‘environmental nuclear bomb’”: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2022/08/19/arsenic-

exposed-drought-hit-great-salt-lake-could-environmental/ 

 NRC – Nieuws, achtergronden en onderzoeksjournalistiek (08/29/2022) “Utah sees its famous 

salt lake drying up.”: https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/08/29/utah-ziet-zn-beroemde-zoutmeer-

droogvallen-a4140193 

 Euronews.com (09/06/2022) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake is disappearing – and it could turn the 

region into a toxic dust bowl.”: https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/06/09/utah-s-great-salt-

lake-is-disappearing-and-it-could-turn-the-region-into-a-toxic-dust-bowl 

 Science (09/09/2022) “At the Great Salt Lake, record salinity and low water imperils millions of 

birds.”: https://www.science.org/content/article/great-salt-lake-record-salinity-and-low-water-

imperils-millions-birds?cookieSet=1 

2023 

 The Guardian (01/10/2023) “‘Last nail in the coffin’: Utah’s Great Salt Lake on verge of 

collapse.”: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/10/utah-great-salt-lake-collapse-

imminent 

 Newsweek (3/13/2023) “How Great Salt Lake water level stands after drought impacted Utah”: 

https://www.newsweek.com/great-salt-lake-utah-drought-snowstorm-1787270 

 Schweizer Radio und Fernsehen (SRF - Swiss TV) (03/23/2023) “Great Salt Lake in Utah on 

the verge of drying out.”: https://www.srf.ch/play/tv/redirect/detail/b0ba234d-22c9-4234-b2ac-

de99bbb94f70  

 DowntoEarth.org.in (3/24/2023) “UN 2023 Water Conference: I am hopeful Great Salt Lake 

won’t go the Aral Sea and Lake Urmia way, says Kevin Perry.”: 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/interviews/water/un-2023-water-conference-i-am-hopeful-great-

salt-lake-won-t-go-the-aral-sea-and-lake-urmia-way-says-kevin-perry-88437 

 ARD German Public Radio (03/27/2023) “Drought and too much water consumption”: 

https://www.ardaudiothek.de/episode/notizen-aus-aller-welt/trockenheit-und-zu-viel-

wasserverbrauch/br24/12523981/ 

 CCMA TV3 – Barcelona, Spain (04/29/2023) “Utah's Great Salt Lake is Shrinking. What are 

the Dangers?”: https://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/telenoticies/el-gran-llac-salat-de-utah-

sencongeix-quins-son-els-perills/video/6217659/ 

 Le Monde (06/07/2023) “The American West faces a new frontier: Climate change.”: 

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/united-states/article/2023/06/17/the-american-west-faces-a-new-

frontier-climate-change_6033039_133.html 
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 Verdens Gang (Norwegian Newspaper) (06/22/2023) “To the Last Drop.”: 

https://www.vg.no/nyheter/utenriks/i/Knber6/til-den-siste-draapen 

 National Geographic – coming soon… 

 

National News Outlets (39) 

2019 

 Catalyst Magazine (05/31/2019) “Meet the Dust Doctor.”: https://catalystmagazine.net/meet-

the-dust-doctor/ 

2021 

 The Forum (03/06/2021) “Salty Science Series offers insight into potential environmental 

impacts of Great Salt Lake.”: https://www.wcforummedia.com/salty-science-series-offers-insight-

into-potential-environmental-impacts-of-great-salt-lake/ 

 CNN - The Lead with Jake Tapper (07/17/2021) “Great Salt Lake is shrinking fast. Scientists 

demand action before it becomes a toxic dustbin.”: https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/17/us/great-

salt-lake-drought-dying/index.html 

 The New York Times (09/07/2021) “Booming Utah’s Weak Link: Surging Air Pollution.”: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/07/us/great-salt-lake-utah-air-quality.html 

 Yale Climate Connections (10/08/2021) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake is shrinking, worsening risk of 

dust storms.”: https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2021/10/utahs-great-salt-lake-is-shrinking-

worsening-risk-of-dust-storms/ 
 Scripps News (10/12/2021) “Western U.S. Suffering One of the Worst Droughts in 500 Years.”: 

https://scrippsnews.com/stories/western-u-s-suffering-one-of-worst-droughts-in-500-years/ 

 Accuweather.com (11/22/2021) “Newspaper’s map change puts spotlight on Great Salt Lake’s 

‘death spiral’.”: https://www.accuweather.com/en/climate/salt-lake-tribune-great-salt-lake-new-

map/1046604 

 StrangeSounds.org (12/03/2021) “Iconic Great Salt Lake in Utah is completely drying out 

leaving livelihoods of millions of people and animals in suspense.”: 

https://strangesounds.org/2021/11/iconic-great-salt-lake-in-utah-is-completely-drying-out-

leaving-millions-of-people-and-animals-in-suspense.html 

 The Los Angeles Times (12/04/2021) “The Great Salt Lake is not doing so well.”: 

https://enewspaper.latimes.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=dec4b198-5ce6-4cb2-af60-

cf4f5df9aa60 

2022 

 The New York Times (06/07/2022) “As the Great Salt Lake Dries Up, Utah Faces an 

‘Environmental Nuclear Bomb’”: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/07/climate/salt-lake-city-

climate-disaster.html 

 Theenergymix.com (06/12/2022) “Vanishing Great Salt Lake Will Leave Behind a Bed of Toxic 

Dust, Scientists Warn.”: https://www.theenergymix.com/2022/06/12/vanishing-great-salt-lake-

will-leave-behind-a-bed-of-toxic-dust-scientists-warn/ 

 Accuweather.com (07/06/2022) “New drone footage shows dire state of the Great Salt Lake.“: 

https://www.accuweather.com/en/climate/new-drone-footage-shows-dire-state-of-the-great-salt-

lake/1213231 

 CBS Saturday Morning News (07/09/2022) “Great Salt Lake in Utah hit a record low water 

level for a second time in less than a year.”: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/great-salt-lake-

record-low-water-level-utah-megadrought-water-conservation/ 
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 Salon.com (07/09/2022) “Great Salt Lake ‘not that far off’ from an ecosystem collapse: Toxic 

dust storms, die-offs loom.”: https://www.salon.com/2022/07/29/great-salt-lake-evaporating-

climate-change/ 
 WNYC Studios – The Takeaway (07/14/2022) “The Great Salt Lake is Slowly Shrinking.”: 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/great-salt-lake-shrinking 

 Learning English VOA News (07/16/2022) “As Great Salt Lake Shrinks, Pressure to Do 

Something Grows.”: https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/as-great-salt-lake-shrinks-pressure-

to-do-something-grows/6659126.html 
 The New York Times Daily Podcast (07/22/2022) “Utah’s ‘Environmental Nuclear Bomb’”: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/22/podcasts/the-daily/great-salt-lake-utah-climate-

change.html 

 Green Matters (08/02/2022) “The Great Salt Lake May Not Be Around Much Longer – Here’s 

Why.”: https://www.greenmatters.com/news/why-is-the-great-salt-lake-drying-up 

 Secondacts.bulletin.com (08/04/2022) “Will the Great Salt Lake become the Great Salt 

Puddle?”: https://ronaldclaiborne.substack.com/p/will-the-great-salt-lake-become-the-22-08-05 

 One Green Planet (09/07/2022) “Drought Causes Great Salt Lake to Dry Up and Release 

Arsenic Into the Air.”: https://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/drought-causes-great-salt-

lake-to-dry-up-and-release-arsenic-into-the-air/ 

 The Wall Street Journal (09/07/2022) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake is Disappearing, With Mounting 

Economic Costs.”: https://www.thechronicle.com.au/business/utahs-great-salt-lake-is-

disappearing-with-mounting-economic-costs/video/469e2706a0c0c63756a234da300c36b1 
 The Hill (09/13/2022) “DRIED UP: In Utah, drying Great Salt Lake leads to air pollution.”: 

https://thehill.com/policy/equilibrium-sustainability/3633056-dried-up-in-utah-drying-great-salt-

lake-leads-to-air-pollution/ 

 University of Miami News (09/16/2022) “How dangerous is dust from evaporating Great Salt 

Lake?”: https://news.miami.edu/stories/2022/09/how-dangerous-is-dust-from-evaporating-great-

salt-lake.html 

 Chemical Engineering News (10/29/2022) “What happens when the water in our rivers and 

lakes reaches record lows”: https://cen.acs.org/environment/climate-change/happens-water-rivers-

lakes-reaches/100/i38  

 NBC News (12/07/2022) “Salt Lake City’s efforts to fight pollution face a new challenge: Toxic 

dust.”: https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/salt-lake-citys-efforts-fight-pollution-

face-new-challenge-toxic-dust-rcna44508 

2023 

 The Washington Post (01/06/2023) “Great Salt Lake on track to disappear in five years, 

scientists warn.”: https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/01/06/great-salt-

lake-utah-drying-up/ 

 PBS Utah (01/06/2023) “The Hinckley Report: Saving the Great Salt Lake”: 

https://www.pbs.org/video/saving-the-great-salt-lake-um9ndy/ 

 AmericasNOW (01/11/2023) “The Largest Saltwater Lake in the Western Hemisphere is Drying 

Up.“: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tdK-c__o7A 

 Where Science Meets Life Podcast (01/25/2023) “Episode 3: The Great Salt Lake”: 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7023346061473705984/ 

 CBS Sunday Morning News (02/23/2023) “Will Utah’s Great Salt Lake Disappear?”: 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/will-utahs-great-salt-lake-disappear/ 

 ScienceFriday Podcast (03/10/2023) “Can Utah’s Great Salt Lake Be Saved Before It’s Too 

Late?”: https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/saving-the-great-salt-lake-utah/ 
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 ScienceFriday (03/10/2023) “How Utah Scientists Rang the Alarm About the Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://www.sciencefriday.com/articles/utah-great-salt-lake-scientists/ 

 TheMessenger.com (03/13/2023) “Utah’s Great Salt Lake may turn into a toxic dust bomb. Can 

a dried-up California lake help stop it?”: https://themessenger.com/grid/utahs-great-salt-lake-

may-turn-into-a-toxic-dust-bomb-can-a-dried-up-california-lake-help-stop-it 

 NBC News (03/18/2023) “Utah is flush with snow and money. It might not be enough to save the 

Great Salt Lake.”: https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/great-salt-lake-still-risk-

influx-snow-cash-rcna74949 

 Environment & Energy News (03/21/2023) “Baby steps or real progress? Debate swirls on 

saving Great Salt Lake.”: https://www.eenews.net/articles/baby-steps-or-real-progress-debate-

swirls-on-saving-great-salt-lake/ 

 BumpySoup Podcast (04/11/2023) “The Great Arsenic Lake”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz-xbkpyjE 

 Environmental Health Perspectives (06/22/2023) “A Terminal Case? Shrinking Inland Seas 

Expose Salty Particulates and More.”: https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/EHP12835 

 WeatherBrains Podcast (07/24/2023) “Current Issues and the Projected Future of the Great Salt 

Lake.”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zX5g5PoLk0k 

 The Nation (08/21/2023) “The Great Salt Lake is Becoming Too Salty to Support Life.”: 

https://www.thenation.com/article/environment/dust-great-salt-lake/ 

 

Local News Outlets (51) 

2019 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (09/16/2019) “The Great Salt Lake is drying up, and a Utah scientist is 

trying to figure out the danger of the dust.”: 

https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2019/09/16/u-scientist-goes-extra/ 

 Theparkrecord.com (11/08/2019) “Dust kicked up from the West’s drying lakes is a looming 

health hazard.”: https://www.parkrecord.com/news/dust-kicked-up-from-the-wests-drying-lakes-

is-a-looming-health-hazard/ 

 University of Utah Press Release (12/10/2019) “A fragile crust protects from dust: In two-year 

odyssey, U professor surveys Great Salt Lake playa”: https://unews.utah.edu/a-fragile-crust-

protects-from-dust/ 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (12/11/2019) “90% of northern Utah’s dust comes from shrinking lakes, 

BYU study finds.”: https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2019/12/11/byu-study-blames/ 

2020 

 FOX13 News (02/04/2020) “FOX 13 Investigates Utah’s Polluters: Dust, wind and water.”: 

https://www.fox13now.com/news/local-news/fox-13-investigates-utahs-polluters-dust-wind-and-

water 

2021 

 Deseret News (04/27/2021) “The water that couldn’t save”: 
https://www.deseret.com/utah/2021/4/7/22370024/the-water-that-couldnt-save-great-salt-lake-

utah-water-conservation-drought-crisis-california  

 ABC4 News (07/08/2021) “IN FOCUS Discussion: The shrinking Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://www.abc4.com/news/infocus/in-focus-discussion-the-shrinking-great-salt-lake/ 

https://www.sciencefriday.com/articles/utah-great-salt-lake-scientists/
https://themessenger.com/grid/utahs-great-salt-lake-may-turn-into-a-toxic-dust-bomb-can-a-dried-up-california-lake-help-stop-it
https://themessenger.com/grid/utahs-great-salt-lake-may-turn-into-a-toxic-dust-bomb-can-a-dried-up-california-lake-help-stop-it
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/great-salt-lake-still-risk-influx-snow-cash-rcna74949
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/great-salt-lake-still-risk-influx-snow-cash-rcna74949
https://www.eenews.net/articles/baby-steps-or-real-progress-debate-swirls-on-saving-great-salt-lake/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/baby-steps-or-real-progress-debate-swirls-on-saving-great-salt-lake/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz-xbkpyjE
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/EHP12835
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 FOX13 News (07/21/2021) “As Great Salt Lake shrinks, northern Utah’s air pollution problems 

could worsen.”: https://www.fox13now.com/news/utah-drought/as-the-great-salt-lake-shrinks-

northern-utahs-air-pollution-problems-could-worsen 

 KSL-TV (07/21/2021) “Great Salt Lake ties record low level, expected to drop even lower”: 

https://ksltv.com/469044/great-salt-lake-level/ 

 KJZZ.com (07/26/2021) “Dangerous dust events more likely in Utah as drought persists.”: 

https://kjzz.com/news/local/dangerous-dust-events-more-likely-in-utah-as-drought-persists 

 KSL NewsRadio (10/25/2021) “Great Salt Lake dust could be toxic, bad for snow season.”: 

https://kslnewsradio.com/1958049/great-salt-lake-dust-could-be-toxic-bad-for-snow-season/ 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (11/12/2021) “The Great Salt Lake is disappearing. If we don’t fit it, 

we’ll pay the cost with our health and economy, Robert Gehrke says.”: 

https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2021/11/22/great-salt-lake-is/ 

2022 

 KUTV (01/05/2022) “First-ever Great Salt Lake Summit aims to save Utah’s largest body of 

water.”: https://kjzz.com/news/first-ever-great-salt-lake-summit-aims-to-save-great-salt-lake 

 Deseret News (01/06/2022) “Saving the ‘otherworldly’ place of Utah’s declining inland sea”: 

https://www.ksl.com/article/50323032/saving-the-otherworldly-place-of-utahs-declining-inland-

sea 

 Utah State Today (01/11/2022) “A Lake in Peril: Researchers Participate in First Summit on 

Threats to the Great Salt Lake.”: https://www.usu.edu/today/story/a-lake-in-peril-researchers-

participate-in-first-summit-on-threats-to-the-great-salt-lake 
 KSL NewsRadio (03/07/2022) “KSL NewsRadio, KSL TV join push to find Great Salt Lake 

solutions.”: https://kslnewsradio.com/1965100/ksl-newsradio-ksl-tv-join-push-to-find-great-salt-

lake-solutions/ 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (05/13/2022) “N. Utah seeing its worst dust in a decade. Why the drying 

Great Salt Lake isn’t to blame – yet.”: https://greatsaltlakenews.org/latest-news/salt-lake-

tribune/n-utah-seeing-its-worst-dust-in-a-decade-why-the-drying-great-salt-lake-isnt-to-blame-yet 

 KRCL Radio (05/18/2022) “Radioactive – Hot spots of the Great Salt Lake”: 

https://krcl.org/blog/radioactive-051822/ 

 KCPW Radio (06/22/2022) “University of Utah atmospheric scientist Dr. Kevin Perry on Great 

Salt Lake Dust risks. ”: https://kcpw.org/local-news/2022-06-22/lake-dust-risks/ 

 University of Utah Press Release (06/29/2022) “The future of Great Salt Lake. Scientists, 

lawmakers and lake advocates discuss data-driven solutions to the lake’s critical problems.”: 

https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/gsl-pg/ 

 Deseret News (06/29/2022) “Opinion: The toxic tale of the Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://www.deseret.com/opinion/2022/6/29/23188005/opinion-the-toxic-tale-of-the-great-salt-

lake-drought-water-receding-toxic-metals-arsenic-dust-strom 

 KSL NewsRadio (07/27/2022) “Toxic dust from the Great Salt Lake: Is it a possibility or a 

certainty?”: https://www.facebook.com/KSLNewsradio/videos/toxic-dust-from-the-great-salt-

lake-is-it-a-possibility-or-certainty/825396188833373/?locale=ms_MY 

 KSL-TV Sunday Edition (08/04/2022) “Utah’s Water Woes”: https://ksltv.com/501663/sunday-

edition-utahs-water-woes/ 

 KCPW Radio (08/09/2022) “The effect of dust from a receding Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://www.kpcw.org/show/this-green-earth/2022-08-09/the-effect-of-dust-from-the-receding-

great-salt-lake 

 KSL-TV (08/09/2022) “‘Dust Lake City’ disaster looming as Utah professor fights to save the 

Great Salt Lake.”: https://www.ksl.com/article/50454967/dust-lake-city-disaster-looming-as-utah-

professor-fights-to-save-the-great-salt-lake 
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https://kslnewsradio.com/1958049/great-salt-lake-dust-could-be-toxic-bad-for-snow-season/
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 Religion Unplugged (08/24/2022) “Drying of Great Salt Lake Endangers Latter-Day Saints 

Stronghold: How the Church Responded.”: https://religionunplugged.com/news/2022/8/24/as-

drying-of-great-salt-lake-endangers-latter-day-saint-stronghold-church-responds-with-light-touch 

 Utah Business (09/01/2022) “Who’s to blame for our Great Salt Lake problem?”: 

https://www.utahbusiness.com/what-to-do-about-the-great-salt-lake-drying-up/ 

 FOX13 News (09/20/2022) “All of northern Utah at risk for toxic dust from shrinking Great Salt 

Lake, scientist tells lawmakers.”: https://www.fox13now.com/news/local-news/all-of-northern-

utah-at-risk-for-toxic-dust-from-shrinking-great-salt-lake-scientist-tells-lawmakers 

 Townlift Park City News (09/20/2022) “University of Utah scientist comments on the shrinking 

of the Great Salt Lake.”: https://townlift.com/2022/09/local-university-of-utah-scientist-

comments-on-the-shrinking-of-the-great-salt-lake/ 

 KSLcom (09/21/2022) “Dust hot spots: Where is Great Salt Lake’s toxic dust most likely to 

originate?”: https://www.ksl.com/article/50479944/dust-hot-spots-where-is-great-salt-lakes-toxic-

dust-most-likely-to-originate 

 The Daily Utah Chronicle (09/23/2022) “Local Experts Discuss Great Salt Lake Drying Up, 

Emphasize Causes and Solutions.”: https://dailyutahchronicle.com/2022/09/23/great-salt-lake-

causes-solutions/ 

 Utah Public Radio (09/26/2022) “Monthly Utah Clean Air Caucus meeting focuses on Great 

Salt Lake.”: https://www.upr.org/utah-news/2022-09-26/monthly-utah-clean-air-caucus-meeting-

focuses-on-great-salt-lake 

 Standard-Examiner (10/03/2023) “Lake questions: What are the effects of a dried Great Salt 

Lake on locals and wildlife?”: https://www.standard.net/news/environment/2022/oct/03/lake-

questions-what-are-the-effects-of-a-dried-great-salt-lake-on-locals-and-wildlife/ 

 KUER (10/05/2022) “All your questions about the shrinking Great Salt Lake, answered (by a 

brine shrimp!). ”: https://www.kuer.org/health-science-environment/2022-10-05/all-your-

questions-about-the-shrinking-great-salt-lake-answered-by-a-brine-shrimp 

 KSL.com (10/07/2022) “How did Utahns react when the Great Salt Lake hit its previous 

record low in 1963?”: https://www.ksl.com/article/50489511/how-did-utahns-react-when-the-

great-salt-lake-hit-its-previous-record-low-in-1963 
 The Utah Daily Chronicle (10/10/2022) “How the University of Utah is Working to Protect the 

Great Salt Lake.”: https://dailyutahchronicle.com/2022/10/10/university-of-utah-great-salt-lake-

climate-change/  

 KSL.com (10/11/2022) “Is there a way to stop dust coming off a dry lakebed?”: 

https://www.ksl.com/article/50492729/is-there-a-way-to-stop-dust-coming-off-a-dry-lakebed 

 The Utah Daily Chronicle (10/14/2022) “U Professors Explain Why the Great Salt Lake is 

Shrinking”: https://dailyutahchronicle.com/2022/11/14/great-salt-lake-shrinking/ 

 The Globe (10/19/2022) “Lake questions: Does greater salinity lead to more evaporation in the 

Salt Lake?”: https://www.globeslcc.com/2022/10/19/great-salt-lake-collaborative-survey-

questions-answers-oct-19/ 

 KSL.com (10/28/2022) “Students get expansive Great Salt Lake experience.”: 

https://www.ksl.com/article/50504223/students-get-expansive-great-salt-lake-experience 

 TheSignPostWSU.com (11/03/2022) “The drying times of the Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://thesignpostwsu.com/134407/science-tech/the-drying-times-of-the-great-salt-lake/ 

 Salt Lake Magazine (11/14/2022) “Saving the drying Great Salt Lake.”: 

https://www.saltlakemagazine.com/saving-the-drying-great-salt-lake/ 

 KSL.com (12/05/2022) “What’s the value in new funding of studies on the Great Salt Lake, other 

saline lakes?”: https://www.ksl.com/article/50532594/whats-the-value-in-new-funding-for-

studies-on-the-great-salt-lake-other-saline-lakes 
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2023 

 Townlift Park City News (01/27/2023) “Great Salt Lake has risen by more than a foot, but how 

does that affect its dire state?: https://townlift.com/2023/01/the-great-salt-lake-has-risen-by-a-

foot-but-how-does-that-affect-its-dire-state/ 

 KSL NewsRadio (02/22/2023) “Hefty snowstorm helping thirsty Great Salt Lake escape mega-

drought, but keep it coming.”: https://kslnewsradio.com/1989247/hefty-snowstorm-helping-

thirsty-great-salt-lake-escape-mega-drought-but-keep-it-coming/ 

 KSL-TV (02/25/2023) “Saving the Great Salt Lake is not going to be a quick fix”: 

https://www.ksl.com/article/50586404/saving-the-great-salt-lake-is-not-going-to-be-a-quick-fix 

 KSL-TV (03/16/2023) “Great Salt Lake symposium evaluates future, impacts of shrining lake.”: 

https://ksltv.com/532917/great-salt-lake-symposium-evaluates-future-impacts-of-shrinking-lake/ 

 KSL.com (05/04/2023) “Record snowpack likely adds 2 years to Great Salt Lake’s long-term 

outlook, experts say.”: https://www.ksl.com/article/50636433/record-snowpack-likely-adds-2-

years-to-great-salt-lakes-long-term-outlook-experts-say 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (05/19/2023) “Great Salt Lake is still blowing dangerous dust”: 

https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2023/05/19/great-salt-lake-is-still-blowing/ 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (09/18/2023) “A year after Great Salt Lake’s record low, half the lake is 

left for dead”: https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2023/09/18/one-year-after-great-salt-

lakes/ 

 The Salt Lake Tribune (09/19/2023) “Here’s what the Great Salt Lake’s dust is doing to our 

bodies”: https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2023/09/19/heres-what-great-salt-lakes-dust/ 
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Additional GSL Dust-Related Outreach Activities for Kevin Perry (2019-present) 

 Perry was invited to speak about the linkages between air quality and the shrinking Great 

Salt Lake at the following policy-making organizations: 

o Hinckley Institute of Politics 

o Inaugural Great Salt Lake Summit (Utah State Legislature) 

o Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office 

o The Wallace Stegner Center for Land, Resources and Environment 

o Utah Air Quality Board 

o Utah Clean Air Caucus (Utah State Legislature) 

o Utah Department of Environmental Quality 

 Perry was invited to speak about the health implications of blowing dust at the following 

healthcare organizations: 

o Central Utah Healthcare Coalition 

o Grand Medical Rounds, University of Utah Medical School 

o Neurobiology Department, University of Utah 

o Utah Academy of Physicians Assistants 

o Utah Public Health Association 

o Weber-Morgan County Health Department 

 Perry participated in the following educational outreach activities related to Great Salt 

Lake dust:  

o Alta High School (lecture) 

o Challenger Middle School (Sandy) (science fair project) 

o Davis High School (lecture) 

o Horizonte Instruction and Training Center (HS lecture and field trip) 

o Intermountain Christian School (lecture) 

o University of Texas – El Paso undergraduate students (field trip) 

o Weber State University Geoscience & Society Seminar Series 

 Perry was invited to speak about dust from the Great Salt Lake playa at the following 

public organizations: 

o Alta Club 

o Northern Wasatch Oasis 

o Ogden Rotary Club 

o Salt Lake City Rotary Club 

o Salt Lake Collaborative (Foothill Public Library) 

o Salt Lake Oasis 

o The Nature Conservancy 

o University of Utah Office of Research Integrity and Compliance 

o Utah Museum of Natural History Copper Club 

o Wasatch Gem Society 

 

 


