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EDUCATION/PREPARATION/TRAINING

Doctorate of Musical Arts - Music Composition

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1994








Emphases: Music Composition/Theory

Master of Music - Music Composition


University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1988








Emphases: Music Composition/Theory

Bachelor of Music - Piano Performance


University of Rhode Island, Kingston, 1984








Emphases: Performance

High School Diploma




Taunton High School, Taunton, MA, 1973








Emphases: Academic Studies

Instructors: Fred Lerdahl, William Bolcom, Michael Daugherty, George Balch Wilson, Andrew Imbrie, Eugene Kurtz, Andrew Mead, and William Albright 

Veteran: Vietnam Era, Honorable Discharge, United States Air Force.

HONORS/AWARDS

2018

Winner - Professional Category: Washington and Lee University National Composition 
Competition for Symphonic Band 

2018 

Winner – “Music Now” Competition: The Indiana State University Contemporary 

Music Festival.
2018

Guest Adjudicator/Advisory Board _ The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning 

Program and Competition

2018

Paper Presentation: Coimbra University, Portugal.

2017

Finalist – Second Place: Washington and Lee University National Composition 

Competition for Symphonic Band 

2016

Winner – The North Carolina New Music Initiative Orchestral Composition 
Competition

2015

Commissioned by the Nova Chamber Music Series
2014

Commissioned by the Nova Chamber Music Series

2014

Adjudicator - The Lambourne Prize

2013

Community Board – The Utah Arts Festival

2012

Final do Concourso Internacional de Victor Santos



4Th Festival Internacional de Saxofone de Palmella



Cine-Teatro São João – Palmella, Portugal

2011

Commissioned by saxophonist, João Pedro Pacheco Silva (Lisbon, Portugal)

2010

Advisory Board: The Utah Arts Festival

2009

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2008

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2007

Distinguished Teacher Award – Sigma Chi Fraternity

2007

Chair, the Utah Arts Festival Board of Directors (1 year appointment)

2007

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2005-Present
Chair/Producer – The Utah Arts Festival National Composers Commission Program
2004 

Appointed to the Utah Arts Festival Board of Directors

2003

Served as Guest Lecturer - Istanbul Technical University, Turkey.

2002

Appointed to the Utah Arts Council’s Music Advisory Board.

2002

Commissioned by the Cleveland Chamber Symphony.

2001

Commissioned by The Utah Youth Symphony/Youth International Orchestra for a

work commemorating the 2002 Winter Olympic Games.

2000

Commissioned by Tenor, Robert Breault.

2000

Commissioned by the Contemporary Music Consortium.

2000

Commissioned by the Utah Arts Festival for the Utah Symphony Orchestra.

1999

Commissioned by the Barlow Foundation.

1999

Commissioned by the Canyonlands Ensemble for New Music.

1998

Finalist: The Utah Arts Festival/Utah Symphony Commission.

1998

Appointed to the Administrative Board - The Contemporary Music Consortium, 

Salt Lake City.

1997

Norton Stevens Fellow - The MacDowell Artist’s Colony.

1997

Utah Artist’s Grant presented by the Utah Arts Council.

1997

Finalist: Utah Arts festival/Utah Symphony Commission.

1997

Commissioned by the Nova Chamber Music Series - Salt Lake City.

1997

Composition Fellow: The Charles Ives Center for American Music - The Piccolo 

Spoleto Festival: Charleston, SC.

1997

Adjudicating panel member for student works - The Imagine ‘97’ Music Festival: 

The University of Memphis.

1996

Participant: The American Composers Forum Orchestral Reading Project: The

 

Plymouth Music Series Orchestra - Phillip Brunelle, conductor.

1996

Published by Frank E. Warren Service, Boston, MA.

1995

Commissioned by The Utah Youth Symphony.

1995

Utah Artist’s Grant presented by the Utah Arts Council.

1994

Commissioned by the Phantom Arts Ensemble for New Music, Cambridge, MA.

1993

Eugene & Sayde Power Fellowship for the Performing Arts - The University of

Michigan.

1993

Finalist: The Sigvold Thorsen International Competition for Orchestral Music sponsored 

by the Fargo-Moorehead Symphony.

1992

Commissioned by the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church - Detroit, MI.

1991

The Reader’s Digest Fellowship - The Tanglewood Music Center.

1991

The Charles E. Ives Scholarship - The American Academy of Arts and Letters.

1990

Composition Fellow: The Festival at Sandpoint - Gunther Schuller, Director.

1990

Winner: The Georges Enesco International Composition Competition.

1989

Commissioned by The Prism Saxophone Quartet.

1988

Composition Fellow: The Composers Conference at Wellesley College.

1988-91

University of Michigan Regents Fellowship.

1988-91

University of Michigan Graduate Teaching Assistant in Music Composition.

1988

University of Michigan Christine Rinaldo Memorial Scholarship.

1987

Midwest Composers Symposium - Composition representing the University of Michigan 

performed by The University of Iowa’s Center for New Music.

1984

University of Rhode Island - Greek Sing Competition: Best Accompanist.

1983

University of Rhode Island - Greek Sing Competition: Best Conductor. Lead Sigma Chi

Fraternity to the first place in this competition.

1982

University of Rhode Island Music Department Scholarship.

1977

Winner: United States Air force Talent Competition/Alaskan Air Command Division - 

Classical Music Category.

1977

Winner: United States Air Force Talent Competition/Elmendorf Air Force Base - 

Classical Music Category.

LIST OF WORKS

2018

Mandoline

Two Pianos and Percussion

2016

“Refuge” from the book, 
Soprano, String Quintet, Piano



Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place by Terry Tempest Williams

2015

“Refuge”: 5 Settings
Baritone, String Quartet, & Piano



from the book by Terry Tempest Williams

2013

Venom (Revised)

Flute, B. Clarinet, Piano, Percussion, Violin, Cello

2013

Whiplash

Violin, Piano

2011

Firebrand

Tenor Saxophone, Piano

2010

Venom


Bass Clarinet, Piano, Percussion, Violin, Cello
2008

Tooth & Nail

Wind Ensemble



  (Reloaded)
2007

Tooth & Nail

Wind Ensemble



(Original Mix)

2003

Love Sonnets

Soprano and Chamber Orchestra

2002

Providence

Full Orchestra

2001

3 Poems by

Tenor Voice and Piano



John Schow



2001

Fables of Marriage
Soprano Voice and Piano

2000

Primavera

Full Orchestra

2000

Perception

String Quartet

1999

Incite


Flute, Clarinet, Percussion, Piano, Violin, Cello

1998

Chrysanthemum

Flute/Piccolo, Clarinet, Horn, Percussion, Piano, Violin,

 




Cello, Doublebass

1996

Vignette


Full Orchestra

1995

Thru…


Flute/Piccolo, Clarinet, Percussion, Violin, Cello

1994

Allure


Full Orchestra

1993

Electro-Magnetic 
4-Channel Tape (Analogue)



Fantasies
1992

Psalm 13

Soprano Voice and Church Organ

1991

String Quartet #1

String Quartet

1990

Esperança II

Flute/Piccolo, Oboe, Clarinet, Trumpet, Horn, Percussion, 

Piano, Violin, Cello

1990

Tartuffe


Sound design for production of Moliere’s play presented by

 




the University Players. 

1989

MOVE!!!

Saxophone Quartet

1989

Wide Horizon’s Fool
Soprano Voice and Piano

1989

Animal Cousins

Soprano Voice and Piano
1988

Esperança

Full Orchestra

1988

Particles…

4 -Channel Tape (Analogue)

1988

Of Creeks, Bends,
Soprano Voice, Cello, and Piano



   (…and meadows) 

1987

Outono


Violin, Cello, Harp, and Piano





PUBLICATIONS

2017

A History of Rock & Roll: 12th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)
2016

A History of Rock & Roll: 11th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2015

A History of Rock & Roll: 10th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2014 

A History of Rock & Roll: 9th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2013/14

A History of Rock & Roll: 8th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2012/13

A History of Rock & Roll: 7th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2012

Article: Salt Lake City’s Psychedelic 60’s – Utah Boomers Magazine

2012

Firebrand for Tenor Sax & Piano published on AVA Publishers, Lisbon, Portugal

2011/12

A History of Rock & Roll: 6th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2010/11

A History of Rock & Roll: 5th Edition (Pearson Learning Solutions)

2009/10

A History of Rock & Roll: 4th Edition (Pearson Custom Publishing)

2008/09

A History of Rock & Roll: 3rd Edition (Pearson Custom Publishing)

2007/08

A History of Rock & Roll: 2nd Edition (Pearson (Custom Publishing)

2007

A History of Rock & Roll: 1st Edition (Pearson (Custom Publishing)

1996-Present
Thru… for Chamber Ensemble published on Frank E. Warren Music Publishers
PERFORMANCES, PRESENTATIONS, INTERVIEWS, RECORDINGS
2018 

Tooth & Nail – Winner: Washington and Lee University Wind Ensemble Composition 

Contest
2018

Whiplash – Winner: Music Now Contest. Indiana State University Contemporary Music 

Festival

2018

Firebrand – World Saxophone Congress, Zagreb, Croatia

2018

Paper Presentation – Folk Music and the Progressive Voice of Woody Guthrie. V 

Biennial Conference of the International Association of Inter-American Studies. 

University of Coimbra. Coimbra, Portugal.
2016

World Premiere - “Refuge” from the book, Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family 

and Place by Terry Tempest Williams for Soprano, String Quintet, Piano
2016 

Interview: KSTU Fox 13 News - Vintage Posters, A Reminder of Salt Lake City’s 

Musical History. Interviewed by Todd Tanner
2016

Interview: KSL.com – U. Concert Poster Collaboration Offers Slice of SLC Artistic 

History. Interviewed by Carter Williams
2016

Interview: Associated Press (AP) – University of Utah Poster Collection Chronicles 

State’s music History. By Lindsay Whitehurst, AP (posted in the Salt Lake Tribune: 

8/1/2016)
2016

World Premiere: Esperança for Orchestra – Winner: North Carolina New Music 

Initiative – East Carolina University
2015

Vignette for Orchestra – Utah Arts Festival 
2015

Vignette for Orchestra – The Salt Lake Symphony (2)
2015

World Premiere – Timothy Jones and NOVA Chamber Music Series - Refuge
2015

World Premiere – Hasse Borup and NOVA Chamber Music Series - Whiplash 

2014

Venom (Revised) – Cal State LA 
2012

Firebrand – Final do Concourso Internacional de Victor Santos




      4Th Festival Internacional de Saxofone de Palmella




      Cine-Teatro São João – Palmella, Portugal
2011

World Premiere: João Pedro Pacheco - Firebrand
2011

Studio Recording – Firebrand (Lisbon, Portugal)

2010

World Premiere: The Utah Arts Festival Chamber Ensemble - Venom

2008

Performance by the University of Utah Wind Ensemble – Tooth & Nail (Reloaded)
2007

World Premiere: The University of Utah Wind Ensemble – Tooth & Nail (Original)
2006

Premiere of commissioned work: Robert Breault, tenor – 3 Poems by John Schow

2005

Moderator – Preview and discussion group for the Martin Scorsese documentary of Bob 

Dylan: No Direction Home for KUED.
2005

Interviewed on the Tom Barbieri Radio Show in Salt Lake City. The subject: the history 

of protest music in America.

2003

Premiere of commissioned work: The Cleveland Chamber Symphony – Love Sonnets.

2002

New Directions Ensemble, Bakersfield, CA - Incite, for Chamber Ensemble.

2002

Geoffrey Gibbs, Baritone: University of Rhode Island - Winter Songs.

2002

Interview, The Utah Chronicle, on the history and commentary concerning the Punk 

movement in Rock and Roll.

2002

Radio Interview - KRCL “Not Sold In Stores” by Karl Hereim on the History of 

Rock and Roll and some of the important recordings which influenced that history.

2002

Radio Interview - KUER on Aaron Copeland and the scheduled premiere of the 

commissioned work commemorating the 2002 Winter Olympic Games.


2001

Premiere of commissioned work: The Contemporary Music Consortium - Fables of 

Marriage.  

2001

Cover story, Salt Lake City Weekly entitled “Doc of Rock” by Ben Fulton.

2000

Quest for Pure Sanity - The last movement of Perceptions for String Quartet,

 

choreographed to dance movement. Performed by “Dancers With Day Jobs”.

2000

Premiere of commissioned work: The Utah Arts Festival. Performed by the Utah

Symphony Orchestra - Primavera.  

2000

Radio Interview - KUER on Utah Arts Festival Commission Premiere.

2000

Premiere of commissioned work: The Barlow Foundation and The Nova Chamber Music 

Series - Perceptions for String Quartet.   


2000

Radio Interview - KUER on the Barlow Commission/Nova Chamber Music Series

 

premiere.

1999

Premiere of commissioned work: Canyonlands New Music Ensemble, University of 

Utah - Incite.

1999

Contemporary Music Consortium: Thru… for Chamber Ensemble.

1998

Premiere of commissioned work: Nova Chamber Music Series, Salt Lake City -

 

Chrysanthemum.

1997

New Directions Ensemble, Bakersfield, CA: Thru… for Chamber Ensemble.

1997

Ohio University: Thru… for Chamber Ensemble. 

1997

Charleston Symphony Orchestra: The Piccolo Spoleto Festival - Vignette for Orchestra.

1997

Memphis Symphony Orchestra: Imagine ’97 Festival - Vignette.

1996

Society of Composers Inc. Region VII Conference: Arizona State University - Thru…



for Chamber Ensemble.

1996

Society of Composers Inc. Region IV Conference: University of South Florida -



Thru… for Chamber Ensemble.

1996

Premiere of commissioned work: The Utah Youth Symphony Orchestra - Vignette.

1996

Society of Composers Inc. National Conference/Imagine ’96 Festival, University of 

Memphis - Thru…
1996

Salt Lake Symphony Orchestra: Allure for Orchestra (abridged version) - premiere.

1996

American Composers Forum Orchestral Reading Project: The Plymouth Music Series

 

Orchestra. Phillip Brunelle, conductor - Allure for Orchestra (complete version).

1995

Phantom Arts Ensemble for New Music - Thru… for Chamber ensemble.

1995

Premiere of commissioned work: Phantom Arts Ensemble for New Music - Thru…
1993

University of Memphis New Music Festival - String Quartet #1.

1993

University Electronic Music Concert: Electromagnetic Fantasies for 4-Channel

 

Tape (analogue) - premiere.

1992

The Rackham String Quartet - Sting Quartet #1.

1992

Premiere of commissioned work: Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, Detroit, MI -



Psalm 13 for Soprano Voice and Church Organ.

1991

The Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra - Espranza for Orchestra (reading/recording).

1991

The Westbrook String Quartet, Tanglewood Music Center: String Quartet #1 – 
premiere.

1991

University of Michigan - Espranza II for Chamber Ensemble.

1990

The Festival at Sandpoint: Espranza II for Chamber Ensemble, Gunther Schuller, 

conductor - premiere.

1990

First Prize: The Georges Enesco International Composition Competition Performance. 

Merkin Concert Hall, New York City - Outono.

1990

University of Michigan: Timothy Jones, Baritone - Winter Songs for Baritone Voice 
   

and Piano.
1990

Created Sound Design/Music to Tartuffe by Moliere presented by the University Players

 

of the University of Michigan Theater Department.

1990

University of Michigan: Timothy Jones, Baritone - Winter Songs for Baritone Voice 
and Piano - premiere.
1990

Premiere of commissioned work: The Prism Saxophone Quartet - MOVE!!! for 

Saxophone Quartet.
1989

Radio Interview: Radio Free Europe/Romania on winning the Georges Enesco

International Composition Competition.

1989

University of Michigan - Of Creeks, Bends, (…and meadows).

1989

Midwest Composers Symposium - Particles for 4-Channel Tape (analogue).

1988

University of Michigan Electronic Music Concert: Particles for 4-Channel Tape -

 

premiere.

1988

Midwest Composers Symposium: Northwestern University - Of Creeks, Bends, (…and 

meadows).

1988

The Composers Conference at Wellesley College - Of Creeks, Bends, (…and meadows).

1988

Contemporary Directions Ensemble: University of Michigan - Outono.

1988

University of Michigan Composers Forum - Outono.

1987

Midwest Composers Symposium: University of Iowa Center for New Music - Outono.

1984

Senior Recital for a Bachelor of Music Degree in Piano Performance: University of 

Rhode Island.

WORK HISTORY/EXPERIENCE

2012-Present
Teaching for Dept. of Continuing Education – University of Utah

2011

Promoted to Professor/Lecturer (Full-Time): University of Utah

2008

Textbook Published by Pearson Custom Publishing – A History of Rock ‘n’ Roll
2007

Promoted to Associate Professor/Lecturer (Full-Time): University of Utah

2002

Promoted to Assistant Professor/Lecturer (Full-Time): University of Utah

2001

Taught courses in Music Software (Finale, Performer, & Pro Tools)

for the University of Utah School of Fine Arts.

1999

Established MUSC 2100: The History of Rock n’ Roll

1999

Promoted to Adjunct Assistant Professor: University of Utah - Music In Western 

Civilization and History of Rock and Roll.

1998-99

Composer: Utah Opera Outreach Program - Revising/arranging vocal lines and 

composing piano (and MIDI) accompaniments to operas written by student classes from various schools throughout the state of Utah.

1994-99

Adjunct Instructor: University of Utah - Music Theory, Counterpoint, Orchestration, 

Sightsinging & Ear-Training, Music In Western Civilization, and History of Rock and

Roll.

1996-97

Private Instruction (Tutor): Music Theory, Form and Analysis, Music Composition.

1994

Instructor: Creative Composition for Music Majors (Classroom Instruction) - University

 

of Michigan. 

1994

Student Building Administrator, Michigan League: University of Michigan.

1993-94

Consultant - Computer Music Graphics (Finale Music Program): University of 

Michigan.

1990

University of Michigan Theater Department: Created sound design/music for a 

production of Tartuffe by Moliere presented by The University Players.

1990-91

Graduate Teaching Assistant - University of Michigan: Creative composition for Non-

Music Majors (Lab and Classroom).
1988-90

Graduate Teaching Assistant - University of Michigan: Creative composition for Music 

Majors (Private and Classroom).

1986

Grader - Theory Department: University of Michigan.

1984

Radio Disk Jockey - WRIU: Broadcasted a weekly classical music show at the University

of Rhode Island. 

1983-84

Piano Instructor: University of Rhode Island Extension Division.

1973-77

United States Air Force: Honorable Discharge. Rank, Sergeant (E4).

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

ASCAP

American Composers Forum

Society of Composers (SCI)

CONTINUED SERVICE TO UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY

2018

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Award and Commissioning 

Program

2005-Present
Chair/Producer – The Utah Arts Festival National Composers Commission Program
2009

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2008

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2007

Distinguished Teacher Award – Sigma Chi Fraternity

2007

Chair, the Utah Arts Festival Board of Directors (1 year appointment)

2007

Guest Adjudicator: The Barlow Foundation Composer Commissioning Program

2007

Guest Lecturer – Utah Opera. The Grapes of Wrath by Rickie Ian Gordon

2004

Adjudicator: The Utah Composers Guild Competition

2003

Chair, The Lance LeValley Endowment - The University of Utah School of Music.

2000

Appointed to the adjudicating panel for the Utah Arts/Utah Symphony Commission.

2000

Appointed to the Adjudicating Panel for the Performing Arts - The Utah Arts Festival.

1999

Composed and arranged for Utah Opera/Opera America outreach program at Oakridge

 

Elementary School in Holladay, UT.

1999

History of Rock and Roll: proposal of fine arts credit toward undergraduate degree

requirements approved by the University of Utah Academic Committee.

1998 - 99
Created and developed new course at the University of Utah department of Music:

 

History of Rock and Roll.

1998

Composed and arranged for Utah Opera/Opera America outreach program at Alta View

Elementary School in Sandy, UT.

1997

Presentation of my compositional works: The MacDowell Artist’s Colony.

1996-97

Private Instruction: Music Composition

1994

Created the student administrators program for the Michigan League facility: University 

of Michigan.

1994

Wrote (created) the instruction manual for the student administrators program for the

 

Michigan League facility (still used today).

REFERENCES
Fred Lerdahl


445 Riverside Drive #21

New York, NY 10027

Andrew
Mead


University of Indiana

Bloomington. IN 47405




Jacobs School of Music 

William Bolcom


3080 Whitmore Lake Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

John Costa received his DMA from The University of Michigan (1994) where he has been a recipient of the Regents Fellowship, The Christine Rinaldo Memorial Scholarship, and The Eugene & Sayde Power Fellowship in The Performing Arts. His teachers have included Fred Lerdahl, Michael Daugherty, George Balch Wilson, William Albright, Eugene Kurtz, and William Bolcom.

He has been a Fellow at The Composers Conference at Wellesley College, The Festival at Sandpoint under Gunther Schuller, The Tanglewood Music Center, and The Charles Ives Center for American Music. He was winner of the Georges Enesco International Competition and recipient of the Charles E. Ives Scholarship given by The American Academy of Arts & Letters. He was also the winner of the 2016 North Carolina New Music Initiative Orchestral Composition Competition; the 2018 Music Now Contest at Indiana State University; and the 2018 Washington and Lee University Wind Ensemble Composition Contest.
His orchestral works have been performed by the Utah Symphony, the Utah Youth Symphony, The Memphis Symphony, the Cleveland Chamber Symphony, and The Spoleto Festival by the Charleston Symphony Orchestra. His chamber works have seen numerous performances throughout the US.

He was a recipient of two artist’s grants from the Utah Arts Council and has received commissions from the Prism Saxophone Quartet, the Phantom Arts Ensemble for New Music, the Utah Youth Symphony, the Nova Chamber Music Series (3), the Barlow Foundation, the Cleveland Chamber Symphony, saxophonist João Pedro Silva, and the Utah Arts Festival for the Utah Symphony Orchestra. He participated in the American Composers Forum’s Orchestral Reading Project with the Plymouth Music Series Orchestra in Minneapolis. He was also a recipient of the Norton Stevens fellowship at the MacDowell Artist’s Colony. 

John Costa is a Professor/Lecturer at The University of Utah and is published by Frank E. Warren Music Service of Boston and AVA Musical Editions in Lisbon, Portugal. He has chaired the Board of Directors for the Utah Arts Festival (2007/8) and is producer/coordinator of the Utah Arts Festival’s National Composer Commissioning Program. In addition to his composing, he has also written a text, A History of Rock ‘n’ Roll: 12th Edition that is published through Pearson Learning Solutions.
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