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José Gutiérrez is an assistant professor in the Department of Education, Culture & Society at the University of Utah. He teaches courses on educational theory, math education research, and qualitative research methodology. In his role as Co-PI on the “Building Coherence in STEM Learning Opportunities for Pre-Service Elementary Teachers Across Disciplinary Boundaries” project, he finds ways to support teachers’ learning about social justice content across the span of their program coursework. As a PI on the “Signs of Power and Dominance” project, he works with an interdisciplinary team of researchers to examine the role of mathematics curricula in U.S. assimilationist policies and practices in Indian boarding schools between 1879-1932. As the PI on the “Secondary Mathematics and Social Justice Inquiry” project, he examines culturally sustaining and community-based approaches to the teaching and learning of mathematics. 

Before becoming a faculty member at the UofU, José was an IES postdoctoral fellow in the Mathematical Thinking, Learning, and Instruction program at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. There, he collaborated with colleagues in the Department of Psychology to understand mathematics learning vis-à-vis issues related to equity during student-student interactions in a laboratory setting. 

He earned his Ph.D. in Cognition & Development from the University of California, Berkeley. For his dissertation, José was broadly interested in understanding the experiences of teachers and students in high school math classes. His dissertation initiated definitions of power and authority centered on cognition and interaction. In particular, he qualitatively studied classroom power dynamics and how authority shapes, and is shaped by, student participation and learning. Issues of race, class, gender, (dis)ability, language, and a host of other social categories are all central to debates and research on equity and power in math education. José’s current research focuses on how teachers’ and students’ perceptions of race, gender, etc., mediate learning.

José Gutiérrez is a nationally recognized scholar driven by a commitment to diversity and social justice in math education, particularly for Native students, students of color, emergent bilingual students, and students from lower-income and working-class backgrounds. Theoretically, he combines sociopolitical frameworks and approaches (e.g., Critical Race Theory and Indigenous Epistemology) with theories of learning and cognition (e.g., constructivism à la Piaget and Vygotsky). He applies these synthesized perspectives to analyze episodes of teaching and learning in various mathematical contexts. José contends that math education and the learning sciences benefit from interventions by critical theories. For example, critical theory can reveal how social relations of power become imbricated with disciplinary learning and students’ emerging, intersectional identities. Conversely, critical scholarship benefits from cognitive accounts of how dominant, hegemonic ideologies are learned, internalized, and enacted through mathematical discourse and multimodal interaction. To facilitate this interdisciplinary work, José uses a variety of methodologies, including design-based research, community-based participatory research, archival methods, interviewing, and self-study. 

Aside from academia, José is also an avid rock climber, third baseman (softball), Queen’s Gambit opener, and coffee enthusiast.
