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Jörg Rügemer graduated with a master’s degree of architecture from the Southern California
Institute of Architecture in Los Angeles. Additional studies include his architectural diploma at
the University of Applied Sciences in Cologne, Germany, as well as meteorology at the
University of Cologne. Mr. Rügemer is a licensed architect in Germany and eligible to practice in
all countries of the European Union. He is an International Associate member of the AIA and a
member of the Building Technology Educators Society BTES and the Society of Building
Science Educators SBSE. Rügemer has taught in Germany at the University of Karlsruhe, as
well as Cottbus University of Technology, where he was the chair of Architectural Design and
CAD. Other assignments include the Bremen University of Applied Sciences, and Florida
International University in Miami, where he served as the Director for Digital Design. He has
taught traditional, virtual, interdisciplinary, and sustainable architectural and urban design
studios, architectural and digital representation, multimedia and communication classes, and
design fundamentals. His appointment at the School of Architecture at the University of Utah in
Salt Lake City, where he teaches sustainable architecture, brought him to Utah in 2006.
Rügemer has received numerous awards and scholarships, including the 2022 ACSA Design
Build Award, the 2021 ACSA Collaborative Practice Award, several AIA Utah Honorable Mention
and Merit Awards, the first prize in the internationally open urban design competition 6970 in
Salt Lake City; a 2015 Wood Design Regional Excellence Award; a 2014 Merit Award for a
300,000 square feet Mixed-Use housing development competition in Hamburg that is entirely
designed to the Passive House standard; a 2014 AIA Utah Honor Design award; a 2014 ACSA
Diversity Achievement Award and Collaborative Practice Award; a 2013 Residential Design
Award; a 2012 AIA Utah Design Award; a 2011 ACSA Creative Design Achievement Award; a
2010 AIA Upjohn Award; the 2009 Professor of the Year Award at the College of Architecture
and Planning, University of Utah; and the 2001 Teaching Prize at Cottbus University of
Technology, Germany. Furthermore he received an AY 2014-2015 fellowship from both the
German Academic Exchange Service DAAD in Bonn and the German Federal Ministry for
Research and Education BMBF; a book grant from the Southern California Institute of
Architecture; a scholarships from the Carl Duisburg Society in Cologne and the German
Academic Exchange Service in Bonn, Germany, of which he was a member of the commission
of the selection panel for new exchange fellows in the field of architecture between 2000-2012
and 2014-2015. Exhibitions of his work include displays at the Natural History Museum of Utah,
Salt Lake City; several Design Arts Utah exhibitions in Salt Lake City; the BEA International
Gallery in Miami; the Art Museum of Western Virginia; the Bauhaus University Weimar; and the
Forum for Current Architecture in Cologne, Germany. Among other things, Rügemer’s portfolio
includes about 60 international architectural award participations with 16 award placements, 9
projects that he completed in his own atelier, many scholarly publications, and numerous
international lectures on sustainable architectural and urban design, design strategies, and
virtual design.
In the field of professional architecture, Rügemer has worked with firms like Anshen + Allen
Architects, San Francisco, Frank o. Gehry and Associates, Santa Monica, and Bothe Richter
Teherani Architects, Hamburg, before he started his own architectural firm in Berlin in 2001.
Between 2004 and 2008, he was professionally active in China, where he maintained an office
in Shanghai with partners from Berlin. The firm’s focus was on energy efficient buildings and
architectural concepts that include all aspects of sustainability as part of the design process. His

firm was included in the 2006 Shanghai Ecobuild, an international conference and exhibition on
sustainable buildings.
Besides other awarded projects, AJR’s realized case study of a sustainable, contemporary
discount superstore in Mannheim, Germany, was distinguished with several German and U.S.
architectural and design awards, including a nomination for the Deutscher Architekturpreis
(German Architecture Prize); the project got widely published in Europe. His focus on resilient,
cost-effective high-performance buildings resulted in the design and construction of Utah’s most
Energy-Efficient and Cost-Effective residential building in 2011, which laid the groundwork for
further explorations of high-performance housing in the affordable market segment. A two-year
Post-Occupancy monitoring phase successfully concluded the project study in 2014. Aiming to
make such buildings available to a broader clientele, Rügemer proved his case with the awardwinning community-outreach project Field of Dreams EcoCommunity, a 20-unit residential
development in Kearns, and more recently with an Accessory Dwelling Unit for a refuge family in
Salt Lake City, which was the first realized project of his newly developed Design+Build Salt
Lake program, of which he is the founder and director from 2016 to 2020. The Girl Scouts of
Utah Summer Cabins, which were completed in summer 2014, became another highly
sustainable, visible and nationally awarded and exhibited project, and in early 2020, he finished
the Barn Haus in Holladay, which is becoming his first site-net-zero ready building. Findings from
his research and practice are taken directly into his classroom setting, enabling the next
generation of young architects to design sustainable, healthy and resilient built environments.
His latest projects include a 1,200 inhabitant Farm-to-Table Carbon Negative Eco village that he
originally master planned for a site in Krizevci, Croatia. Due to the Covit pandemic, the team is
momentarily in negotiations with the SPIRE Institute in Geneva, Ohio, to continue the
development and design efforts there, with a new Masterplan already in its preliminary stage.
Other challenging projects are the development, design and construction of a site-net-zero
electric only residential building at 8,800’ elevation, as well as a more moderate, 2,600 SF highperformance residence in the Park City area.
Jörg Rügemer’s research in highly energy-efficient and cost-effective buildings, design
strategies, systems, and Post-Occupancy building monitoring is funded through grants from the
Department of Energy Building America Program, the Boston Society of Architects BSA, the AIA
Upjohn Award program, the University of Utah, Rio Tinto Kennecott Copper Utah, and through
his own Atelier and private clients. Supported by a fellowship of the DAAD and BMBF, Jörg
spent the 2014/15 academic year on sabbatical from his home University in Salt Lake City at the
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology KIT, which is the University of the State of Baden-Württemberg
and the National Research Center of the Helmholtz Association, where he focused on net-zero
and active building design strategies. In summer and fall 2021, he embarked on a research field
trip along the Croatian coast, where he explored, analyzed and documented 15 abandoned or
still-in-original-use or refurbished mass tourism projects from the 1950 to 1990 socialist era of
former Yugoslavia.

