My research concerns itself with literature outside the canon (domestic fiction, travel reports, occasional literature, political pamphlets) that has traditionally been overlooked by literary scholars. I show that such texts illuminate the cultural fabric of the period in surprising—and often counter-intuitive—ways. For example, my research on political theorizing in the Napoleonic period revealed that women were active participants in the political debates of the day. More surprising was the observation that conservative and aristocratic women were far more deeply involved in the political discourses of nation building than women who advocated for more gender equality.

My current research centers on another under-researched genre—early travel handbooks. My book project entitled Mapping the Nation: German Travel Guides, 1789 – 1871 argues that the idea of a unified German nation with clearly delineated territory originated in late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century travel guides about German landscapes. My core argument is that German intellectuals learned about national taxonomies (often developed in a colonial framework) through the consumption of travel reports from foreign places and British travel handbooks about Germany. The rhetorical strategies employed there were subsequently inscribed onto an imaginary German national body that then could be mapped onto physical space. I hypothesize that German national identity is interwoven with French and British colonial discourses that were internalized by German intellectuals and turned onto themselves. 

