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Personal Statement
Over the years I have taught numerous courses, including Research Methods, Criminology, Social Problems, Rural Sociology, Deviance, Marriage and Family, Introduction to Sociology, Social Inequality (Race, Class and Gender), and Medical Sociology. Currently, I am teaching Social Theory, Social Psychology, Sociology of Religion, and Sociology through Film.  I also teach Social Psychology in the School of Business. All of my classes have large enrollments usually from 50 to 80 students.  My combined enrollment per semester is usually around 180 to 200 students and currently all of my classes are online.  I began teaching telecourses in the 90s and actually pioneered some of the first University of Utah courses televised on KUED that soon evolved into online courses. 
I attend all faculty meetings, and I serve on the Undergraduate Committee.  In the past, I also attended faculty meetings in the Religious Studies Department, where I was on the original steering committee that helped establish a major and minor in Religious Studies. I have written numerous letters of recommendation for students applying to graduate school and for various scholarships, and I have mentored a number of students, assisting them in gaining admittance to graduate schools.  I recently sat on two doctoral committees, one in Sociology and one in Political Science.  Currently, I am on committee for a student defending a Master’s thesis in Human Development and Social Policy in the Department of Family and Consumer Studies.  My students can contact me by email or phone, and I have office hours two days a week and by appointment.  If they are having difficulties with the class or personal problems, they can stop by my office anytime.  Specific information regarding available counseling at the University of Utah is posted on all of my syllabi, and I have referred a number of students to counseling. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] In my classes I typically have one or two objective midterms and a final exam.  I assign extra credit papers in all of my classes, and most of my students take advantage of them. They include A variety of writing projects that students can choose from.  I post my criteria for grading in my syllabi and evaluate papers in terms of the student's ability to grasp and apply sociological concepts and research to real life events and issues.  I also give weight to creativity and authenticity and the diverse backgrounds of my students.  In my online courses, I offer extra credit for participation on the discussion board where I post commentary, relevant articles, news items and current events that students can respond to.  Some of these posts contain comics and jokes which provoke considerable enlightened discussion.  Students can also post their own articles, thoughts, and responses to other students, all of which enhances participation.  
With regard to my teaching philosophy and goals, I am a generalist interested in studying and communicating basic concepts and ideas that illuminate the nature of society and its relationship with and effect upon the individual.  Social psychology and social theory are my two primary areas of specialization.  These fields complement one another in that social theory is very useful at the macro-level while social psychology has many micro-level applications and illuminates important macro-micro linkages.  Together they provide a sound conceptual framework that avoids reductionism and contextualizes the complexity of human experience.
In my classes, I use a variety of textbooks, readings, videos, and other materials.  Essentially, I take a classical, theoretical, and historical approach that draws on theory and research and eclectic material taken from many different fields.  In doing this, I underscore the way in which social science can be used to illuminate social forces and factors associated with many social, moral, and political issues and problems.  Of these, racism, sexism, speciesism, inequality, conflict, alienation, and environmental degradation get considerable attention.  In my application of theory, I address causation in terms of different yet interacting levels of analysis that include, biological, psychological, developmental, social psychological, sociological, historical, and even existential paradigms.  At the sociological level, I emphasize economic, political, religious, and familial institutions, while emphasizing the role, use, and misuse of socialization, social control, ideology, authority, and power.  Class and stratification also get considerable attention.  To underscore the relevance of sociological analysis to real-life experience, I complement theory and research with an eclectic mix of works drawn from philosophy, art, literature, and poetry.  Accordingly, in some of my classes, students will be exposed to writings by Wendell Berry, Carl Sandburg, Gabor Mate, George Orwell, James Baldwin, Frederick Douglass, and others.  Most importantly, I always underscore the importance of sound reasoning, empirical analysis, the scientific method, and sympathetic introspection.  
To help students formulate and express their views clearly in their papers, I give them a variety of topics and qualitative and quantitative methods from which to choose. These include formal research papers, surveys, experiments, content analysis, ethnography, participant observation studies, beaching experiments, role playing experiments, and historical and biographical analysis.  My syllabi also contain a suggested book list and a list of suggested documentaries and movies that they can write about.  In grading papers, in addition to evaluating their understanding and application of key concepts, I also address issues of grammar and organization and the student's ability to make sound arguments and express themselves clearly.  In that many students come from different backgrounds and have different levels of ability, I give considerable weight to the insight, effort, creativity, and authenticity I see in their papers.  
The goals and values that guide my teaching and research are traditional enlightenment ideals that propose that reason, knowledge, and creativity can be used to promote and preserve freedom, morality, and human well-being. Much of my inspiration comes from C. Wright Mills and his conception of “The Sociological Imagination” and his basic assertion that sociologists should study and illuminate the relationship between society and personal well-being and put forth a clear model and concepts that people can understand. As noted by Mills, this entails addressing the malaise and identifying the extent to which personal problems are often rooted in exploitive or unfair social conditions and then promoting changes in the social order that will enhance human well-being.  Essentially, this requires making human interdependence and the influence of the social order and other social forces more obvious and understandable.  My assumption is that this knowledge will help individuals, policy makers, parents, and voters make better decisions. My hope is that it will allow people to be more objective in their analysis of human problems and more compassionate and understanding in their judgment of others. Moreover, I think that democracy and the survival of the planet requires an enlightened public. 
In April of this year I presented a paper at the Pacific Sociological Association entitled “Weber’s Iron Cage of Rationality and Milgram’s Agentic State: Why Good People Sometimes Do Bad Things and Sometimes Not.” Recently Lexington Press contacted me regarding expanding the paper into a short book and any other work I would like to put into book form.  In response, I proposed a book project that is based on a paper I presented at the 2018 National Communication Conference in Salt Lake City.  The paper is entitled “On the Theoretical and Pragmatic Significance of Charles Cooley’s Conception of Self, Sentiment, and Society,” much of which is taken from my Dissertation.  Lexington Books tentatively accepted the project, and I am currently working on it.  I also plan on submitting both papers to journals this fall.  A complete list of my publications, presentations, awards, and memberships can be found below and in my curriculum vitae.   
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Published Interview, Utah Author, Fiver and the Psychology of Rabbits, Utah Stories, Dec. 2021.
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Documentary on the Importance of Expanding Media Coverage, April 2016. 
Documentary  Interview,  Chasing Death, KRCL Video Production, Released Nov. 2014.
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Nominated for Excellence in Teaching Award, College of Social and Behavioral Science, 2023.
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