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Shawn W. Carlyle received his Ph.D. in Biological Anthropology 

from the University of Utah in 2003. As part of his doctoral 

dissertation he isolated and examined ancient DNA (aDNA) from 

several Anasazi (Ancestral Pueblo) museum specimens, utilizing 

variation in mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) to discern temporal and 

geographical lineage stability among the Anasazi in prehistory. 

 

Dr. Carlyle has spent the last ten years within the Department of 

Anthropology at the University of Utah. At the Laboratory of 

Biological Anthropology (LBA) his lab work focused on 

developing protocols for the successful use of ancient DNA 

(aDNA) analyses within the Southwest. The end result has 

provided the first assessment of prehistoric genetic variability in 

the region. In addition to the Eastern and Western Anasazi, Dr. 

Carlyle has analyzed aDNA from the Fremont, Mogollon and 

Salado.  

 

Dr. Carlyle recently completed a post-doctoral study of Anasazi 

Basketmaker II samples from the Kayenta region of northeastern 

Arizona, in collaboration with the Peabody Museum of American 

Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard. 

 

 

Shawn W. Carlyle, Ph. D 

Brief Curriculum Vitae 

 

Education 

2003  Ph. D., Anthropology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City. 

2000 B.A., History, University of Utah, Salt Lake City. 

1990 B.S., Anthropology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City. 
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