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A.
Personal Statement
The goal of my research is to promote healthy aging and longevity by understanding the genetic and environmental determinants of health throughout the life course.   My specific areas of research include understanding how environmental influences in utero and early childhood affect later life health, the relationship between fertility and later life health, genetic determinants of longevity, familial predisposition to obesity and the interaction with social and physical environments, and familial, community, and socioeconomic factors affecting health outcomes.  
My professional employment and research training have provided considerable experience in managing and analyzing large datasets, including the Utah Population Database (UPDB).  I have an in-depth knowledge of the Utah Population Database (UPDB) because I served as a database programmer prior to entering the Sociology doctoral program.  I have also worked as a member of the Huntsman Cancer Institute’s High Risk Cancer Clinics as a research assistant.  I have worked extensively with the CMS claims data as part of Dr. Ken Smith’s Early Life Conditions project and the National Cancer Institute’s Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End results Program (SEER) data as part of my dissertation work.  I have experience with maintaining large datasets, designing difficult programming solutions, creating quality control procedures, and statistical analysis, which makes me a unique and valuable member of the team.  I have a strong working relationship with other investigators in multiple disciplines.  I will be a valuable member of the C-Fahr consortium because I have a long history working with familial and genetic dataand my background and training give me the necessary skills to provide analytical support interdisciplinary projects.   
B.
Positions and Honors

Positions and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Employment
2000 – 2003
 
Research Assistant, Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of Utah

2003 – 2005

Computer Professional, Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of Utah

2006 – present
Research Associate, Huntsman Cancer Institute, University of Utah
2014 – present
Research Assistant Professor, Division of Public Health, University of Utah
Other Experience and Professional Memberships

2012-present 
Population Association of America
2012-present
Social Science History Association

2013-present
American Sociological Association

2014-present
Gerontological Society of America

Honors and Awards

2012


College of Social and Behavioral Science, Honor Roll Scholarship
C.
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D.
Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

5R01 AG022095 Smith, Ken (PI) 05/01/11 – 08/31/16 

NIA/NIH 

Early Life Conditions, Survival and Health: A Pedigree-Based Population Study 

This study will identify associations between specific adverse early- and mid-life circumstances and later life-health and survival. The study will expand our understanding of the health effects of ELCS and will help guide the development of interventions for at-risk individuals to be introduced long before the onset of adverse adult health outcomes. 

Role: Research Associate
Completed Research Support
1R21DK080406-01A1 (Co-PI: Smith, K. and Kowaleski-Jones, L.)
9/1/08-8/30/12
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Neighborhood Characteristics and Body Mass Index: Selection or Causation?”

Our aim is to characterize the contributions of causal and selection explanations regarding the association between neighborhoods and BMI by testing three hypotheses: (1) Walkable neighborhoods, as measured by population density, pedestrian-friendly design, and land-use diversity are associated with lower levels of individual BMI, (2) Individual characteristics, as measured by age, sex, race, family history of obesity, influence individual BMI, and (3) The size of the causal effects identified in hypotheses 1 and 2 will be attenuated after adjusting for the effects of non-random selection into neighborhoods.

Role: Research Associate

R01AG031272 (Norton) 08/01/2008-05/31/11 

NIA/NIH - Lifespan Stressors and Alzheimer’s Disease: The Cache County Study 

The present study will combine information collected over the past twelve years as part of the Cache County Study on Memory Health and Aging (CCS) and data from the Utah Population Database (UPDB). The UPDB will be used to objectively derive a set of lifespan stressors for members of the CCS Cohort. 

R01 AG022095-03 (Smith) 09/15/03 – 08/31/09 

Role: Research Associate

NIH/NIA 

The Utah Study of Fertility, Longevity and Aging 

Using the Utah Population Database, this project will identify a familial Delayed Aging Phenotype, study their resistance to age-related chronic diseases, conduct genetic linkage studies to identify markers associated with exceptional longevity and assess an intermediate phenotype of slow aging. 
Role: Research Associate
N01-PC- N01-PC-55020-20 (Stroup) 9/30/2007 – 09/29/2009 

SEER Rapid Response Surveillance Study 

Trends in Cancer Incidence Among Oldest-Old (85+)
(NCI/SEER Contract Modification) 

Investigators at the Utah Cancer Registry (UCR) are collaborating with investigators at the Northern California Cancer Center (NCCC) to characterize cancer incidence among individuals 85 and older. To do so, NCCC investigators will generate annual intercensal estimates of the population 85+ by single year of age and sex for the period 1970-2005 for California and Utah. The Utah 1992-2002 estimates will be compared to population counts and rates derived from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) denominators. 

Role: Research Associate
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