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OVERVIEW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker and highly rated educator with more than 10 years of experience in research, evaluation, and project management. Effectively secured and managed more than $11 million in funding from government agencies in collaboration with nonprofit organizations. Passionate about the partnership of practice and research. 
EDUCATION
Ph.D.; in progress
Social Work, University of Utah, expected completion May 2024
Utility of Animal-Assisted Therapy for Addressing Caregiver-Perpetrated Maltreatment in Children
M.S.W


Social Work, University of Utah, 2009
B.S.


Sociology, University of Utah, 2005
TEACHING 

Assistant Professor
2021- Present

College of Social Work, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah
· BSW Courses: Applied Social Work Statistics; Social Work Research & Evaluation (chair)
· MSW Courses: Human Behavior and the Social Environment (interim chair); Research for Social Work Practice (chair)

Instructor

2016 – 2021

College of Social Work, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah

· BSW Courses: Applied Statistics for Social Workers 

· MSW Courses: Field Practicum I & II; Advanced Field Practicum I & II (MSW)

UNIVERSITY, COMMUNITY, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Nature and Human Health HUB, University of Utah, 2023 - Present
Undergraduate Research Advisory Council, University of Utah, 2023 – Present

MSW Advisory Committee, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2015 - Present

MSW Admissions Committee, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2015 – Present

BSW Advisory Committee, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2015 - Present

BSW Admissions Committee, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2015 – Present

Faculty Mentor, Bennion Center, University of Utah, 2021 – 2022 





Student: Kara Trombley (Biology/Psychology)
Staff Functional Team Lead, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2019 - 2020

Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force member, 2014 - 2022

ADMINISTRATION
Title IVE MSW Program Coordinator, College of Social Work, University of Utah, 2015 – 2021

Curricular Chair, Social Work Research & Evaluation (SW6110), 2021 – Present

Curricular Chair, Research for Social Work Practice (SW4401), 2021 – Present

Interim Curricular Chair, Human Behavior in the Social Environment (SW6110), Fall 2021  

COMMUNITY COLLABORTIVE GRANT AND CONTRACT ACTIVITY

Feedback Mechanisms for Autonomous Anti-Trafficking Task Forces, Principal Investigator Work with local, national, and international partners to implement data-driven feedback mechanisms to support development of independent collaborative task force to combat human trafficking (U.S. Department of Justice Office of Victim Services and Bureau of Justice Assistance; with the Refugee and Immigrant Center/Asian Association of Utah and Utah Attorney General’s Office; $31,000, 3 years; 2018 - 2021).

Peer-Led Recovery Models in Targeted Response to the Opioid Crisis: State Targeted Response and Building Communities of Recovery. Co-Principal Investigator Implement evaluation mechanisms for community agencies in peer-led provision of recovery services to individuals presenting with opioid-related problems in medical settings (Utah Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health; with Utah Support Advocates for Recovery Awareness; $1,200,000, 5 years; 2018 – 2021).

Developing Models for Peer to Peer Recovery Programs, Principal Investigator Assist community agency to utilize data gathered from participants in recovery to support provision of evidence-informed peer-led recovery services (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration; in conjunction with Utah Support Advocates for Recovery Awareness; $250,000, three years; 2016 - 2019).

Assessing Needs and Gaps in Coordinated Response to Human Trafficking, Principal Investigator Facilitate stakeholder participation to design and implement needs assessment of Salt Lake’s response to the issue of human trafficking in order to generate recommendations to drive action by the Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office, Salt Lake City Council, and Salt Lake County District Attorney (Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office, Salt Lake City Council, and Salt Lake County District Attorney $30,000, 9 months; 2018).

Supporting Anti-Trafficking Efforts Through Development of Feedback Metrics, Principal Investigator Collaborate with stakeholders to design and implement data-driven feedback mechanisms to support development of coordinated interdisciplinary efforts to combat human trafficking via collaborative task force (U.S. Department of Justice Office of Victim Services and Bureau of Justice Assistance; in conjunction with the Refugee and Immigrant Center/Asian Association of Utah and Utah Attorney General’s Office; $1.3 million, 3.5 years; 2014 - 2019).
Assessing Effects of Financial Education, Principal Investigator Support community agency to evaluate financial knowledge and behavior outcomes associated with participation in financial workshops and/or coaching (Utah State Department of Workforce Services; in conjunction with Fair Credit Foundation; $660,000, 6 years; 2013 – 2019).
Title IV-E Waiver Evaluation, Senior Research Analyst Conduct quantitative and qualitative analysis of change in agency processes and youth outcomes following statewide implementation of a funding waiver for youth in child welfare (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families; $6 million, seven years; 2012 - 2019).
Evaluating Services to Survivors or Human Trafficking, Principal Investigator Co-develop data-driven feedback mechanisms for a local agency implementing programming to address specific needs of community members who have experienced human trafficking (U.S. Department of Justice Office of Victim Services; in conjunction with the Refugee and Immigrant Center/Asian Association of Utah; $400,000, 3 years; 2014 - 2017).
Health Education Among Refugee Populations, Principal Investigator Support local agency serving refugee populations through evaluation of programs to support health knowledge among individuals identifying as refugees, and participating in health education programming (Refugee and Immigrant Center/Asian Association of Utah; $2,000, two months; 2014).
Title IV-E, Senior Research Analyst Connected community partners to evidence-based supports on a myriad of subject including evidence-based process evaluation in residential foster care programs, placement stability, and adverse childhood events. (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families; $300,000/year; 2010 - 2015).
The Safety Net Program for Families with Young Children, Project Manager & Research Analyst Worked in conjunction with a community service provider to examine the impact of Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral therapy, Child-Parent Psychotherapy, and Wrap-Around Services for children and families who have experienced trauma (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration; in conjunction with The Children’s Center; $1.2 million, 3 years; 2009 - 2012).
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Licensed Clinical Social Worker, State of Utah; 2016 – present
Certified Social Worker, Bridge Clinic, University of Utah; 2012 – 2017
Salt Lake City, Utah
Supervisors: David Derezotes, LCSW, PhD; Dorann Mitchell, LCSW
Social Work Intern, Utah State Hospital; 2008-2009

Provo, Utah

Supervisor: Brigham Young, LCSW

Social Work Intern, Rape Recovery Center; 2006-2007

Salt Lake City, Utah

Supervisor: Robin Friedman, LCSW

Program Coordinator, Valley Mental Health Forensic Unit; 2005-2007 

Salt Lake City, Utah

Supervisor: Kathleen Riemherr, LCSW
Program Technician, Valley Mental Health FIRST Unit; 2004-2006
Salt Lake City, Utah

Supervisor: Susan Mitchell, LCSW 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

National Association of Social Workers 
Women in Private Practice
LGBTQ Affirmative Therapists Guild of Utah

PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES AND MONOGRAPHS

Yi, J., Kim, M., Choi, K., Kim, S., & O’Connor, A. (2016). When does compassion fatigue hit social workers? Caring for oncology patients in Korea. Qualitative Social Work, 0, 1-18. DOI: 10.1177/1473325016670484.

SELECTED MONOGRAPHS AND TECHNICAL REPORTS
O’Connor, A.B, & Gonzalez-Pons, K. (2019). Evaluation Results of UTIP Development Grant: Closeout report. Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Development Project evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Assistance and Office for Victims of Crime.
Davis, M.J., Tanana, M.J., O’Connor, A.B., Fowles, R., Johnson, M.H., Vanderloo, M.J., Hopkins, R., West, K.A., Poulsen, R., Fluke, J.D., & Sowell, C. (2019). Utah Title IV-E demonstration project closeout evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Children’s Bureau.

Fukushima, A.I., O’Connor, A.B., Gonzalez-Pons, K., Clark, L., & Gezinski, L. (2018). Addressing the Needs for Survivors of Human Trafficking in Salt Lake City: A white paper. Salt Lake City: Prepared under a grant from the Salt Lake City’s Mayor’s Office, the Salt Lake City Council, and the Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office.
O’Connor, A.B, Davis, M.J. & Bennett, T. (2018).  Interim Report: Process and Outcomes Associated with Peer Recovery Service Evaluation. Utah Support Advocates for Recovery Awareness. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration. 

O’Connor, A.B, Davis, M.J. & Bennett, T. (2018).  Interim Report: Developing and Implementing Models of Peer Recovery Through Agency Collaboration. Utah Support Advocates for Recovery Awareness. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration. 
O’Connor, A.B., Aguilera, G., & Bennett, T. (2018). Interim Report for Law Enforcement Provider and Victim Service Provider Partners in the UTIP Development Grant. Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Development Project evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Assistance and Office for Victims of Crime. 
O’Connor, A.B., Aguilera, G., & Bennett, T. (2018). UTIP Membership Analysis. Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Development Project evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Assistance.

O’Connor, A.B., & Ha, A.T. (2017). Year Two Annual Report on Outcomes Associated with Access to Financial Education and Coaching for TANF-Eligible Adults. Salt Lake City: Department of Workforce Services and Fair Credit Foundation.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2016,). UTIP Member Needs: Assessment Results. Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Development Project evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Assistance and Office for Victims of Crime.

O’Connor, A.B., & Ha, A.T. (2016, September). Year One Annual Report on Outcomes Associated with Access to Financial Education and Coaching for TANF-Eligible Adults. Salt Lake City: Department of Workforce Services and Fair Credit Foundation.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2016, October). Role of Evaluation and Preliminary Results of UTIP Development Grant. Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Development Project evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Bureau of Justice Assistance and Office for Victims of Crime.

Davis, M.J., Tanana, M.J., O’Connor, A.B., Fowles, R., Johnson, M.H., Vanderloo, M.J., Hopkins, R., West, K.A., Poulsen, R., Fluke, J.D., & Sowell, C. (2016). Utah Title IV-E demonstration project interim evaluation report. Washington D.C.: Children’s Bureau.

REFEREED PAPERS GIVEN AT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

O’Connor, A.B. & Davis, M.J. (2018, January). Measuring how evidence-based assessment leads to comprehensive planning: An example from a Title IV-E child welfare demonstration. 2018 Annual Conference for the Society for Social Work Research. Washington, D.C.
O’Connor, A.B., Vanderloo, M.J., & Davis, M.J. (2016, May) Lessons Learned from a Statewide Implementation of a CANS Assessment. National Title IV-E Roundtable. Salt Lake City, UT.

O’Connor, A.B. (2014,  July) Animal Assisted Therapy with Maltreated Youth. International Society for Anthrozoology. Vienna, Austria.

O’Connor, A.B. & McDonald, C. (2014, January). Animal-Assisted Therapy with Maltreated Youth: A Systematic Review and Metanalysis. The Society for Social Work and Research, San Antonio.

INVITED PAPERS/WORKSHOPS GIVEN AT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

O’Connor, A.B., Fukushima, A., & Gonzalez-Pons, K. (2018, July). Addressing the Needs of Survivors of Human Trafficking in Salt Lake City. Presented to the Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office, Salt Lake City Council, and the Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office. Salt Lake City.
O’Connor, A.B. (2019, May). Closeout Report for UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2018, October). Evaluation Report for UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B., Aguilera, G., & Bennett, T. (2018, May). Interim Report: UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B., Aguilera, G., & Bennett, T. (2018, May). Membership Analysis: Who are UTIP Members, Who Are We Missing, and How Will We Know? Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2017, October). Evaluation Report for UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2017, May). Preliminary Results of UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

O’Connor, A.B. (2016, September). UTIP Member Needs: Assessment Results. Presented the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force Executive Board. Salt Lake City.
O’Connor, A.B. (2016, October). Role of Evaluation and Preliminary Results of UTIP Development Grant. Presented to the Utah Trafficking in Persons Task Force. Salt Lake City.  

Allison O’Connor, MSW, LCSW


