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Education 

Ph.D. Social Work, University of Utah    2017 
 Dissertation: Caseworker Factors that Influence Removal  

Decisions in Child Welfare Investigations 
Chair: Brad Lundahl, Ph.D., LCSW  

 
M.Ed.  Educational Psychology, University of Utah   2009 
 
B.A.  Honors Psychology, University of Hawaiʻi-West Oʻahu 2005 
 
Research Interests 

Child welfare   Quantitative methods  
Decision making  Multilevel modeling  
Trauma   Longitudinal analyses 
Family interventions  Data feedback methods 
 
Licenses and Accreditations 

Council on Social Work Education: Practice Class Teaching Waiver  2017 - present 
Clinical Mental Health Counselor, #7380258-6009     2011 - present 
 
Research Experience 

Senior Research Analyst       2011 - present 
Social Research Institute, College of Social Work, University of Utah 
 
Research Analyst        2009 - 2011 
Utah Criminal Justice Center, College of Social Work, University of Utah 
 
Graduate Research Assistant       2006 - 2008 
Reading First, Department of Special Education, University of Utah 
 
Undergraduate Research Assistant      2004 - 2005 
HIV and Sleep Study, Department of Psychology, University of Hawaii 
 
Grants and Contracts 

Utah Division of Child and Family Services: Title IV-E Research  2015 - 2022 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children  
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and Families   
Multiple Principal Investigators: Mindy Vanderloo, Mike Tanana 
Award: $1,472,704 
 
Utah Division of Child and Family Services: Title IV-E Education  2015 - 2022 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children  
and Families   
Role: Co-Investigator 
PI: Chad McDonald 
Award: $13,489,953 
 
Utah Division of Juvenile Justice Services: Technical Assistance Project 2015 - 2018 
Utah Division of Juvenile Justice 
Multiple Principal Investigators: Mindy Vanderloo, Matt Davis  
Award: $159,771 
 
Utah Division of Juvenile Justice Services: Program Evaluation and  2013 - 2018 
Improvement Project 
Utah Division of Juvenile Justice 
Multiple Principal Investigators: Mindy Vanderloo, Matt Davis  
Award: $250,796 
 
Utah Division of Child and Family Services: Title IV-E Waiver Evaluation 2013 - 2019 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children  
Role: Co-Investigator 
PI: Matt Davis 
Award: $2,972,805 
 
A Vision Forward in Substance Abuse Education: The Training and   2017-2022 
Development of Advanced Substance Use Disorder Counselors within  
Diverse Communities and Populations 
Health Resources & Services Administration, Bureau of Health Workforce 
Role: Key study personnel 
PI: Jason Castillo 
Award: $1,200,000 
 
Idaho Family Services: Title IV-E Research Evaluation    2014 - 2016 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children  
Role: Co-Investigator 
PI: Matt Davis 
Award: $1,500,000 
 
Center for Multidisciplinary Research in Child Abuse and Neglect (P50) In preparation 
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National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
Role: Co-Investigator (R01) 
PI: Kristine Campbell, Brittany Coats 
 
Proposals submitted 
Tanana, M.J., Davis, M.J., & Vanderloo, M.J. (2016). An evaluation of the Children’s 
Center trauma program for families with young children. Funding Agency: Department of 
Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). $400,000. Not funded. 
 
Publications 

Tanana, M.J., Vanderloo, M.J., & Waid, J. (In Press) Harnessing the potential of 
administrative data to inform child welfare programming with dynamic visualization 
methodologies.  Children and Youth Services Review 

Bettmann, J., Tucker, A., Behrens, E., & Vanderloo, M.J. (2017). Changes in late 
adolescents and young adults' attachment, separation, and mental health during 
wilderness therapy. Journal of Child & Family Studies, 26, 511-522. doi:10.1007/s10826-
016-0577-4 

Arroyo, K., Lundahl, B., Butters, R., Vanderloo, M.J., & Wood, D. S. (2015). Short-term 
interventions for survivors of intimate partner violence: A systematic review and meta-
analysis. Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 18(2), 155-171  
 
Manuscripts in Progress 
Vanderloo, M.J. & Fluke, J. (2017).  The influence of attitudes in removal decisions made 
in child protective services investigations.  
 
Vanderloo, M.J., Lundahl, B., & McDonald, C. (2017).  A systematic review of motivational 
interviewing in child welfare.  
 
Lundahl, B., McDonald, C., & Vanderloo, M.J. (2017). Service users' perspectives of child 
welfare services: A systematic review using the practice model as a guide. 
 
Conference Presentations 
Vanderloo, M.J., Davis, M.J., & Tanana, M.J. (January 2018) Caseworker Factors That 
Influence Removal Decisions.  Society for Social Work and Research 22nd Annual 
Conference.  Washington D.C.  
 
Davis, M.J., Vanderloo, M.J., Tanana, M.J. (January 2018). Implementation lessons from a 
system-wide effort to reduce foster care use in the Utah Child Welfare System.  32nd San 
Diego International Conference on Child and Family Maltreatment.  San Diego, California 
 
Fluke, J., Hollinshead, D., Allan, H., & Vanderloo, M.J. (October 2017).  Exploring Decision-
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Making in Child Welfare Using the Decision-Making Ecology: Findings from Three 
Jurisdictions.  Decision Making in Child Welfare.  2017 International Conference on 
Innovations in Family Engagement, Family Group Decision Making. Vail, Colorado. 
 
Vanderloo, M.J. & Fluke, J. (May 2017). How caseworker characteristics can subvert 
intended outcomes of trainings.  20th Annual National Human Services Training 
Evaluation Symposium.  Louisville, Kentucky.  
 
Vanderloo, M.J. (March 2017) The Influence of Decision Making on Program 
Implementation.  30th Annual Research & Policy Conference: Child, Adolescent, and 
Youth Adult Behavioral Health.  Tampa, Florida 
 
Vanderloo, M.J. & Mills, C. (March 2017) A Developmental Approach to Creating a 
Decision Support Data System for Utah’s Title IV-E Waiver Demonstration Project.  30th 
Annual Research & Policy Conference: Child, Adolescent, and Youth Adult Behavioral 
Health.  Tampa, Florida 
 
Davis, M. J. & Vanderloo, M.J. (September 2016) Implementation Science and Decision 
Making in Child Welfare- Using Implementation Science and Continuous Quality 
Assurance to Increase Program Effectiveness. XIV International Bi-Annual Conference of 
the European Scientific Association on Residential & Family Care for Children and 
Adolescents. Oviedo, Spain. 
 
Baldwin, M., Davis, M.J., Hargrove, J., Vanderloo, M.J., White, T., & Tanana, M.J. 
(September 2016). Partnering for Impact: Effective Work Across Systems and Disciplines 
to Break Down Silos. 20th National Child Abuse and Neglect Conference. Washington, DC.  
 
Vanderloo, M.J., O’Connor, A., & Davis, M.J. (June 2016) Lessons Learned for a Statewide 
Implementation of a CANS Assessment. Title IV-E National Roundtable, Salt Lake City, UT. 
 
Tanana, M.J., Davis, M.J., Vanderloo, M.J., West. K., Byrne, K., & Amburgey, V. (June 2016) 
Technology and Engagement: Evaluating IV-E Residential Programs. Title IV-E National 
Roundtable, Salt Lake City, UT. 
 
Tanana, M.J., Davis, M.J., Vanderloo, M.J., & West. K. (May 2015) Scaling up program 
evaluation: How to use technology to provide real time feedback. National Human 
Services Training Evaluation Symposium, Salt Lake City, UT. 
 
Lundahl, B., McDonald, C., Wood, D., & Vanderloo, M.J. (May 2015) Service users’ 
perspectives of child welfare systems: A systematic review using practice model as a 
guide. National Human Services Training Evaluation Symposium, Salt Lake City, UT. 
 
Vanderloo, M.J., Tanana, M., Butters, R., & Lizon, R. (November 2012). Understanding the 
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Life Course of Juvenile Sex Offenders. American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL. 
 
Tanana, M., Davis, M., & Vanderloo, M.J. (November 2012). Measuring change in anti-
social attitudes and behaviors in juveniles. American Society of Criminology, Chicago, IL. 
 
Castillo, J., Vanderloo, M.J., Tanana, M., & Próspero, M. (October 2009). Disproportionate  
minority contact: An analysis of minority youth in Utah’s juvenile justice  
system. Western Association of Criminal Justice Conference, Las Vegas, NV. 
 
Invited Presentations 

Fluke, J., Hollinshead, D., & Vanderloo, M.J. (April 2017). The Impact of Staff and 
Organizational Characteristics on IV-E Waiver Intervention Implementation in Child 
Welfare from a Decision-Making Ecology Perspective: Common Methods for Data 
Collection and Analysis.  Waiver Evaluator Convening.  Seattle, WA. 
 
Fluke, J., Lyons, J., Epstein, R., Vanderloo, M.J., Brom, J. (September 2015) Panel 
Discussion: The many uses of the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) 
Assessment. 17th Annual Child Welfare Waiver Demonstration Projects Meeting. 
Washington, DC. 
 
Vanderloo, M. (March 2014). DCFS program improvement project. Presentation to 
Trauma-Informed Care Committee. Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
Davis, M.J., Tanana, M.J. & Vanderloo, M. (February 2014). DCFS program improvement 
project. Presentation to Division of Children and Family Services administration meeting. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
Vanderloo, M. & Davis, M. J. (August 2010). The pre-CPC. Utah Juvenile Court Research 
Steering Committee. Salt Lake City, Utah. 
  
Davis, M. J., Tanana, M., & Vanderloo, M. (October 2010) Risk and Protective Factor 
Indicators for Utah Youth: 2010 Update. Utah Board of Juvenile Justice Annual Retreat, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
Teaching Experience 

Instructor, College of Social Work, University of Utah   2013-present 
SW 6301: Advanced Social Work Practice in Child Welfare I: Evidence-Based Practice and 
Empirically Supported Intervention for Trauma in Children and Families. IV-E Evening 
Cohort. (Hold CSWE Waiver to teach practice class.) 
 
Curricula Development, College of Social Work, University of Utah   2013 
SW 6301: Advanced Social Work Practice in Child Welfare I: Evidence-Based Practice and 
Empirically Supported Intervention for Trauma in Children and Families.  
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SW 6302: Advanced Social Work Practice in Child Welfare II: Evidence-Based Practice and 
Empirically Supported Intervention for Trauma in Children and Families.  
 
Academic Honors and Awards 

CSW Staff Scholarship        2016 - 2017 
College of Social Work, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Jamal O’Jack Scholarship        2015 - 2016  
College of Social Work, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Graduate with Distinction, 4.0 GPA      2005 
University of Hawaii, Pearl City, Hawaii 
Chancellors Award, Academic and Community Service Scholarship   2005  
University of Hawaii, Pearl City, Hawaii 
Dean’s List          2002 - 2005 
University of Hawaii, Pearl City, Hawaii 
 
Academic Service 

Conference Steering Committee, NHSTES     2017 - 2018 
Ad hoc reviewer, Children and Youth Services Review   2017 
PhD Committee, student member, College of Social Work,    2014 - 2016 

University of Utah 
 
Clinical Experience 

Clinical Mental Health Counselor, #7380258-6009     2011 - present 
Professional License, Utah 
Therapist        2014 - present 
Touchstone Therapy Center, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Therapist         2009 - 2012 
ChoicePoint Therapeutic Services, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Intern        2008-2009 
Rape Recovery Center, Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Specialized Certifications, Trainings, and Memberships  
Society for Social Work and Research      2017 
Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy    2013 
Systematic Training for Effective Parenting     2013 
Strengthening Families Certified Treatment Provider    2012 
Protective and Risk Assessment      2011 
Utah Network on Juveniles Offending Sexually, Clinical Provider  2010 
Aggression Replacement Training      2010 
Correctional Program Checklist      2009 
Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing    2009  
Utah Coalition Against Sexual Assault Rape Crisis Advocacy   2007 
 



 

 

 

Mindy J. Vanderloo, Ph.D., CMHC 

 

 

Additional Volunteer and Educational Experience 

Volunteer Membership Coordinator       2017 
Utah Food Allergy Network  
Volunteer Clinical Supervisor       2014 
Counseling and Counseling Psychology Program, University of Utah 
Supervisor-in-training Volunteer       2012 
Counseling and Counseling Psychology Program, University of Utah 
Animal Assisted Therapist       2010 - 2012 
Utah Intermountain Therapy Animals 
 

Skills 

R statistical software programmer 
Hierarchical Linear and Nonlinear Modelling (HLM) statistical software 
SPSS statistical software 
General linear & generalized linear modeling 
Multi-level modeling & generalized multi-level modeling 
Psychometrics 
 


